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The authors wish to make the following correction to Figure 6B of this article [1]: the
merge image of group “Pre 15min” (row 5, column 3) was also added by mistake as the
merge image of group “TBHP only 15min” (row 3, column 3). The images of the DAPI and
pERK1/2 single channels are correct for all experimental groups. The correct merge image
has been added for “TBHP only 15min” (row 3, column 3) (Figure 1).

Int. J. Mol. Sci. 2021, 22, x FOR PEER REVIEW 2 of 3 
 

 

 

Figure 1. Effect of crocetin on extracellular signal-regulated kinase 1/2 (ERK1/2) activation in 

ARPE19 cells. ERK1/2 phosphorylation was investigated at different time points (5, 15, 30 min and 

1, 2, 3, 4 h) during 4 h exposure to TBHP. ARPE19 cells were only exposed to TBHP or were addi-

tionally pre-treated for 24 h with crocetin. While ERK1/2 showed activation and nuclear 

Figure 1. Cont.
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Figure 1. Effect of crocetin on extracellular signal-regulated kinase 1/2 (ERK1/2) activation in ARPE19
cells. ERK1/2 phosphorylation was investigated at different time points (5, 15, 30 min and 1, 2, 3, 4 h)
during 4 h exposure to TBHP. ARPE19 cells were only exposed to TBHP or were additionally pre-
treated for 24 h with crocetin. While ERK1/2 showed activation and nuclear translocation in the
TBHP only group at 15 min, ERK1/2 activation was observed in the pre-treatment group already at
5 min and lasted for 30 min (A). At 5, 15, and 30 min intervals, the activation level of ERK1/2 in the
pre-treatment group was significantly and constantly higher than in the TBHP-only group (A). Thus,
pre-treatment with crocetin caused activation of ERK1/2 earlier and for a longer time in comparison
to TBHP-only. Immunocytochemistry results (B) on ARPE19 cells in controls (0 min), TBHP-only at
5 min, TBHP-only at 15 min, as well as TBHP plus crocetin pre-treatment at 5 and 15 min are shown for
DAPI, and phosphorylated (p) ERK1/2; the third column represents the merged images of DAPI and
pERK1/2. An increase in pERK1/2 signal was observed at 15 min but not at 5 min in TBHP-exposed
cells (in comparison to non-exposed (0 min) controls), but already at 5 min and also at 15 min in
TBHP-exposed cells pre-treated with crocetin. Scale bar: 40 µM. Data are shown as mean ± S.E.M,
p-value: <0.0001 (****) (one-way ANOVA, Dunnett’s multiple comparison test).

The authors would like to apologize for any inconvenience caused to the readers by
this change.
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