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	QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE    “OPINION and PERCEPTION OF PRACTISING TEACHERS AND INITIAL TEACHER TRAINEES ON THE LEARNING OF HISTORY AND THE ASSESSMENT OF HISTORY COMPETENCIES” 

We are contacting you to ask you to complete the questionnaire entitled “Opinion and perception of practising teachers and initial teacher trainees on the learning of History and the assessment of history competencies”. The questionnaire is related to two research projects: 1) “The assessment of history competencies in Compulsory Secondary Education. A comparative study between the United Kingdom and Spain”. This project is funded by the Spanish Ministry of Education, Sport and Culture, and is being carried out at the Institute of Education (University College of London). 2) “The assessment of competencies and the development of cognitive capabilities in History in Compulsory Secondary Education”. This project is funded by the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness, and is being carried out at the University of Murcia in collaboration with the Universities of Barcelona and Santiago de Compostela. 
The questionnaire seeks to ascertain the various opinions and perceptions of the interviewees regarding the learning of history and the assessment of history competencies in Secondary Education.
The questionnaire is strictly confidential and anonymous, so we would kindly request that your answers be as truthful as possible. 

Our sincerest thanks for your collaboration.


	
	

	
	Nº Cuest.
	Código centro

	
	
	
	


DATA OF IDENTIFICATION

Centre: (sólo en profesorado en activo):

Location of the centre (practising teachers only):

	 Sex:
	Female 
	(
	
	Male
	(

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Age: ………….    

Situation:                Practising         (                      In initial training    (
Years of teaching experience:………….  

Years teaching Geography and History in Secondary Education …….


	Academic training (please specify qualification):

	
	Graduate    
	………………………………………………………………

	
	Honours Graduate   
	…………………………………………………………..…..

	
	Master 
	………………………………………………………………..

	
	Doctor
	………………………………………………………………


	Administrative situation:

	Temporary
	(
	In practicals
	(

	Tenured 
	(
	Professor
	(


	Contracted or at private or semi-private centre
	(
	
	

	

	Experience at other levels of education. Please check all relevant boxes:

	Infant
	(
	
	Adult Education
	(

	Primary
	(
	
	University
	(

	Vocational training
	(
	
	Others (please specify):
	(


OPINION AND PERCEPTION OF ASSESSMENT OF HISTORY COMPETENCIES
	Below are some statements which we ask you to score on a scale of 1 to 5, where 1= Strongly disagree; 2 = Disagree; 3 = Neither disagree or agree; 4 = Agree; 5 = Strongly agree. 

BLOCK 1: Opinion and perception of assessment and its role in the teaching and learning process
	Strongly disagree 
	Disagree
	Nieither disagree or agree
	Agree
	Strongly agree 
	

	1. Students need to be clearly informed about assessment purposes, procedures and techniques.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	2. Student assessment conditions teachers’ ways and methods of teaching.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	3. Assessment is a positive procedure within the teaching-learning process. It helps to measure students’ achievements. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	4. Assessment should be based mainly on curriculum precepts (learning standards, assessment criteria, etc.). Teacher leeway should be narrow in order to assure greater homogenization and equality among centres.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	5. Conceptual contents (facts, concepts and principles of subjects) should play a smaller part in assessment than procedures and attitudes.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	6. Traditional assessment means and procedures (textbook activities, and examining what is memorized) impede educational innovation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	7. The use by teachers of traditional assessment means and procedures is related to student failure.  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	8. Assessment means and procedures of a more qualitative nature, like direct observation or analysis of student output, should have less weight since they imply greater teacher subjectiveness.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	7


	9. The examination is the most used tool in assessment on account of its objectiveness.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	10. Marks and grades are a way to control students’ work and behaviour. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	11. Scoring students’ learning is one of the most difficult and time-consuming tasks of a teacher.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	12. Teachers receive scant training in scoring students’ learning.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	


	BLOQUE 2: Opinion and perception of History as an educational subject, and teaching methods, sources and resources. 


	Strongly disagree 
	Disagree
	Neither disagree or agree
	Agree
	Strongly agree
	

	13. History as an academic subject is principally based on knowledge of past events. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	14. Historical accounts are based on a historian’s subjective interpretation.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	15. History consists of making a critical investigation of the past.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	16. Disagreement among historians about the same event in the past is always due to problems of the source and to a lack of proof and evidence.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	17. The historical contents included in the syllabuses of a country should be based on the main events that relate to the origins and consolidation of that country. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	18. Historians’ methods and procedural contents should play a fundamental part in education curricula.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	19.  Good reading skills, memorizing and comprehension are sufficient for students to learn history well and to interpret historical sources.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	20. It is difficult to use inquiry methods for teaching History in Secondary Education. The results can include subjective elements which may be far removed from the original aims  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	21.  New technologies help to improve students’ knowledge of history on account of their greate interactivity and visual experience 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	22. New technologies only help to improve students’ knowledge of history when they grant access to primary sources.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	


23. Score from 1 (least important) to 5 (most important) the role that you consider History should occupy as an educational subject in Secondary Education 
	Understanding the present
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Knowing about origins and consolidation of the nation 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Education in social and civic values 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Knowing about the methods for reconstructing and explaining historical facts 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Development of educational competencies in vocabulary, chronology, etc.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Others (please indicate):  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


24. Score from 1 (least important) to 5 (most important) the materials and resources that you consider to be the most appropriate for teaching History in Secondary Education
	Textbook
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Internet
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Primary documentary sources 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Oral sources (talking to grandparents, neighbours,...).
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Online or traditional newspapers
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Teacher’s notes 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Museums and other centres of historical and heritage interest
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Historical films 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	History documentaries 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Historical novels 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Popular science magazines
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Video games 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Comics
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Local celebrations and traditions of historical nature 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Other (please indicate):
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


25. Score from 1 (least important) to 5 (most important) the methods and strategies which you think are most appropriate for teaching History in Secondary Education 
	Teacher’s explanations
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	History simulation strategies
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Key issues of current interest that connect the present and the past 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Solving history-type problems by searching, selecting and managing information 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	In-depth studies of specific historical cases in which the students research and present findings 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Outings to nearby centres of historical interest 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Directed debates on historical subjects 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Other (please indicate):
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	BLOCK 3: 

Opinion and perception of the assessment of history competencies in Secondary Education: use of sources, causal reasoning and historical empathy. 

	Strongly disagree 
	Disagree
	Neither disagree or agree
	Agree
	Strongly agree
	

	26. It is fundamental for students to memorize the dates and events of each historical period. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	27. When assessing students’ knowledge, the explanation of historical processes should play a main role, with special emphasis on explaining why (causal reasoning) and how they came about.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	28. When assessing the use of historical sources, the most important thing is that students know how to use them as proofs of what happened. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	29. In tasks involving historical sources it is fundamental for students to perform a proper contextualization of the historical process by working on a specific question.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	30. In the causal explanation of historical processes, the selection of causes and their ranking may involve subjective elements. This means that they are complicated to assess appropriately.  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	31. Secondary Education students generally memorize the causes and consequences presented in the textbook or the explanations given by the teacher. This routine makes it difficult to assess exercises that require students to develop answers in greater depth.  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	32. In order to assess causal explanation correctly, the students should present the context, the development of events and factors that are unintended or outside the scope of human actions. 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	33. In history empathy tasks, affective and emotional elements can distort students’ historical explanations.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	

	34. History empathy tasks are useful in assessing students when they envisage scoring contextualization skills and understanding the ways of thinking and lkiving in the past.
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	


35. Score from 1 (least important) to 5 (most important) the exercises and activities that you consider are the most appropriate in assessing the learning of historical contents and competencies in Secondary Education
	Commentaries of texts and images of historical content 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Short questions on historical events  
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Essays and long answers on histroical processes 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Fieldwork (collecting information, performing tasks) during a visit to a museum or another centre of historical interest
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	History empathy tasks
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Research into local history 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Questions eliciting historical explanation and causal reasoning 
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Objective tests (multiple choice, matching dates and events …)
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Others (please indicate):
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YPUR COLLABORATION 
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