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Abstract: The importance of adopting modern technology in agriculture, especially in a changing
climate, cannot be underestimated in Africa. The aim of this review was to highlight the past and
the status quo with regard to the adoption of current farming practices in relation to climate-smart
agriculture (CSA) by communal livestock farmers in South Africa. The impact of animal agriculture
on climate change was also deliberated. Different internet search engines and databases, like Google
Scholar, EBSCO Host, Science Direct, etc., and peer-reviewed articles, books, and government and
academic reports were employed to provide information to adequately address the aim. Keywords

s

like “the impact of climate smart agriculture on communal livestock farmers”, “communal livestock in
South Africa”, “communal farming and technology adoption”, etc. were used for the search. Various
issues pertaining to the impact of animal agriculture on climate change, greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, and implementing CSA in livestock farming were extensively discussed. The findings
indicated that there is limited research on the adoption of CSA by communal livestock farmers in
South Africa. The review concluded that strategies to adopt modern technology in communal areas
should address the issues to enhance knowledge of farmers and all stakeholders, through increasing
awareness, trainings, and skills programs. The government should build local capacity in innovative
and affordable water and agricultural solutions, and reliable financial mechanisms should be in place

to implement innovative sound technologies in communal areas.

Keywords: climate smart agriculture; communal livestock farmers; technology; adoption

1. Introduction

Climate change poses serious developmental challenges for Africa, starting from
greenhouse gas emissions to the resultant effects of these emissions on agriculture. There-
fore, the need for the adoption of climate risk perspectives and a reduction in greenhouse
gases is crucial. Since African countries are amongst the most vulnerable to climate
change and variability [1], the need to adopt mitigative strategies becomes imperative.
The concept of climate-smart agriculture (CSA), which was introduced by the Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) [2], is aimed at addressing the challenges of climate change
and food security. Climate-smart agriculture (CSA) is defined as agriculture that sustain-
ably increases productivity, enhances resilience, and reduces greenhouse gases (GHGs)
(mitigation) where possible and enhances the achievement of national food security and
development goals [2]. It has been reported that agricultural practices like animal pro-
duction, forestry, crop farming, aquaculture, and other land-use sectors contribute 24% of
anthropogenic global greenhouse gas emissions [3], hence, this vital concept of CSA.

Communal livestock farming is an agricultural unit in which livestock farmers or
villages work together on the same piece of land and run their holdings as joint enterprises.
Some of these units operate in state-owned lands, leased land, or privately owned land [4].
This system of farming is the oldest farming approach that is associated with improved
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household farming security and it is still practiced in many rural parts of South Africa.
Since more than 75% of the world’s poorest people live in rural areas and 2.5 billion people
live on small farms and are entirely dependent on agriculture for their livelihood [4],
communal livestock farming then becomes a means to achieving food security.

Climate change knows no size of farming and it affects every citizen that depends on
agriculture in South Africa or people living in other parts of the world. Its major impact is
visible to the agricultural industry because of its vulnerability to changing climate patterns.
It is also worth mentioning that agriculture is both the cause and the solution to climate
change. Thus, mitigative measures aimed at reducing the effects of climate change must
begin from the inception of land use decisions.

Adoption of CSA practices by communal livestock farmers is not easy because of many
barriers that exceed the underlisted. Some of these barriers include age of farmers (many
older farmers are engaged in communal livestock farming), poor educational status, low
farm income, inadequate farm experience, limited land size, lack of farm input/financial
resources, infrequent contact with agricultural extension officers, and lack of exposure
to media. Others include poor agricultural production activities, lack of membership
to agricultural associations, and misperceptions of the impact of climate change on the
environment [4-6].

Considering the aforementioned bottlenecks, the authors sought to provide answers
to these challenges and to create pointers that may kickstart the effective adoption of CSA
by communal livestock farmers in South Africa. To successfully achieve these, issues such
as the prevalent age of communal farmers, their educational level, the relationship they
have with extension officers, the financial mechanisms currently available to them and the
strategies that are used in other countries that have successfully adopted CSA must be
brought to the table and discussed.

Firstly, it has been reported by Mutuku [7] that most communal farmers are elderly
and CSA practices are too complex for them to understand. Secondly, the educational level
of communal livestock farmers is very limited and this will impede the extent to which
such CSA technologies will be understood, accepted and practiced. Thirdly, it is important
for extension services to provide information (education) on beneficial practices to farmers
because they are the carriers of information to farmers. Training of extension officers will
put a tremendous amount of influence on communal livestock farmers to adapt to the
changing climate and adopt CSA practices [8]. Suffice to say that a well-managed livestock
system is very important with respect to increased productivity, provision of services that
benefit the ecosystems and the reduction in GHG emissions.

Furthermore, researchers have shown that farmers who do not have close relation-
ships with extension officers struggle or show no means to adopt climate smart practices
in Malawi and South Africa [9]. A lack of information and support from the government,
private institutions, and other commercial farmers may also contribute to low or no adop-
tion of CSA practices by communal livestock farmers in the Free State province and in
South Africa as a whole. Amongst others, a lack of support by the relevant government
departments includes inaccessibility of capital for broader farm investments and absence
of or inadequate training of communal livestock farmers on CSA practices [10].

2. Methodology

This was a desktop review, which employed the use of various scientific search engines
like Google Scholar, Scopus, ScienceDirect, EBSCO Host etc. to source for peer-reviewed
published data. Relevant academic reports and government reports, unpublished farmer
gazettes, and articles providing sound statistical data and figures on climate smart agricul-
ture and data were also consulted. The literature search was performed between 20202021
and it aimed to review the past and present status pertaining to the adoption of climate-
smart agricultural practices by communal livestock farmers in South Africa. The impact of
animal agriculture on the climate was firstly discussed to set precedence for the subject
matter. Keywords and topics such as “climate smart agriculture”, “communal livestock
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farming”, “the impact of climate smart agriculture on communal livestock farmers”, “cli-
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mate smart animal agriculture”, “communal livestock farming in South Africa”, “effect of
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climate change on communal farming”, “climate smart agriculture and communal livestock
in Africa”, “climate smart agriculture and extension services”, “communal farming and
technology adaptation”, etc. were imputed in to produce the desired information. Search
results in line with the aim of this review were included and other results that did not fit
the purpose of this study were excluded.

Information published in the English language in peer-reviewed articles, government
reports, unpublished farmer gazettes, conference papers, or book chapters formed part of
the inclusion criteria. Others included information that referred to developed countries
and developing economies on the subject matter, and data that focused on the agricultural
sector and had at least one of the CSA pillars.

The exclusion criteria included information that was not written in the English lan-
guage, data that focused on non-agriculture-related sectors, and data that addressed none
of the CSA pillars or the impact of climate change.

The preliminary search yielded more than 640 documents, amongst which 280 of
them were presumed useful for the review. Endnote version 20 software was used to
screen the search results and eliminate duplicates. A full text review was done and after
further literature synthesis, 101 documents, which included 3 book chapters, were used for
this review paper. The included information was found useful in terms of expanding the
frontiers of knowledge on the adoption of climate-smart agriculture by communal farmers.
Methodologies used in other publications that were reviewed in this paper included article
reviews and research studies conducted by the use of quantitative, qualitative or mixed
methods data. It should be noted that this article was intended to dwell majorly in the
geographical regions of South Africa, however, mention is made of other countries that
have similar results with the subtopics. Bearing in mind the aim of this paper, synthesized
useful literature with similar trends were grouped and analyzed. Constructive conclusions
were also made.

3. Impact of Animal Agriculture on Climate Change

Livestock farming represents a threat towards the environment [11]. Its major impacts
are seen in the high records of deforestation, land and water pollution, and greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions. Livestock production contributes 96% of deforestation at global
levels [12] by means of grazing, fodder, and feed production. Additionally, pesticides,
herbicides, fertilizers and animal manure management are major contributors to land
pollution and water pollution [8]. Methane and nitrous oxide gases are the most important
greenhouse gases produced by animal agriculture. According to [13] methane affects global
warming 28 times more than carbon dioxide, while nitrous oxide, which arises from the
storage of manure and fertilizers, contributes to global warming 265 times more than
carbon dioxide. Therefore, livestock production contributes and suffers from the effects of
climate change.

3.1. Deforestation

The main cause of clearing of forest is caused by the increasing demand for animal
products, which invariably results in obtaining more pastures for the increasing animal
numbers [11]. At the global level, deforestation is driven by agricultural expansion, which
accounts for 96% of deforestation. Political, cultural, and socio-economic factors, including
unsound policies and weak governance, corruption, landlessness and unclear allocation
rights, migration, rural poverty, and a lack of investment and financial resources are indirect
drivers of deforestation at the local level [12].

Agriculture is the main driver of deforestation in Africa. Deforestation in the Congo
basin rainforest is caused by local subsistence activities by poor farmers and villagers
who rely on forest lands for agriculture and fuelwood collection often using slash-and-
burn/fallow techniques (Figure 1) [14]. There are approximately 10,000 species of tropical
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plants in the Congo Basin and a huge variety of animals, including big mammals like
African forest elephants, forest buffalo, chimpanzees, bonobos, and a number of subspecies
of gorilla. Some of these species have a significant role in shaping the character of their
forest home. The South African forestry industry contributes 9.8% of the country’s gross
domestic product (GDP) and it is a home to about 23,420 species of vascular plants and
1632 known species of amphibians, birds, mammals, and reptiles, of which 13.9% of these
species are endemic. The natural beauty will all be greatly affected following the loss of
forested areas [15].

Deforestation Drivers in Africa

B Subsistence agriculture, 54%

¥ Logging, 10%

¥ Intensive agriculture, 35%
Ranching/pasture, 1%

mongabay.com using
Project Catalyst (2008) data

Figure 1. Reprinted with permission from Butler, R. Drivers of Deforestation, Copyright 1994—
2020 [14].

Deforestation in southern Africa and Tanzania is primarily the consequence of human
population growth, which results in increasing expansion of agricultural lands for more
food production and grazing land [16,17]. In addition, the increase of income in many
countries creates a greater demand for meat, other cash crops, and animal feed, given that
approximately 40% of the harvested crops in the world are used as feed for animals [11].

It has been reported that reducing deforestation protects biodiversity and livelihoods
in forest-dwelling communities [18]. Agroforestry is an integrated approach to the produc-
tion of trees and non-tree crops or animals on the same land [18] and it is an important
measure that is used to counter the effect of deforestation. Agroforestry is important in
both climate change mitigation (carbon sequestration, improved feed, and consequently,
reduced enteric methane) [19]. This system has long been practiced in South Africa through
what is known as the Taungya system, which is the management of forests in which land is
cleared and planted initially to produce food crops [20].

Kaczan, Arslan, and Lipper [21] mentioned agroforestry as a climate-smart practice,
which is also undertaken in Malawi and termed “fertilizer tree systems”. Communities
in Cameroon strengthened agriculture by using agroforestry practices by establishing
four tree nurseries, each with 10,000 seedlings on their farmland, to reduce the need for
agricultural expansion into the forests, reducing deforestation and degradation. Addition-
ally, a silvopastoral system as an agroforestry arrangement is another strategy that can be
successfully implemented in South Africa [22]. Silvopastoral systems in Africa involve
extensive open grazing by free-roaming animals under scattered natural stands of trees and
shrubs. The system combines forestry and grazing of domesticated animals on pastures,
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range land, or on-farm. This system also provides pastures for livestock in the dry season
and improves pastures and fodder banks [23].

The benefits of silvopastoral system innovations are clearly visible, although the
system requires correct management to implement in order to get successful results. A
landscape approach was suggested by FAO [2], as an approach to reduce deforestation.
This approach would promote high-carbon stock land uses in forests and in agricultural
areas and would contribute to halting both deforestation and forest degradation while
meeting future demands for food and nutrition.

3.2. Water and Land Pollution

Earlier reports by the United Nations have shown that South Africa’s population will
be around 65-67 million by 2030 and it is by far the most important driver for the demand
for increased food and livestock products [21]. Water pollution is a global challenge that has
increased in both developed and developing countries, challenging the economic growth
as well as the physical and environmental health of billions of people [24]. The decline in
rainfall, water scarcity due to drought, and farm profitability, has left South Africa with
less than two-thirds of the number of farms it had in the early 1990s [25].

Seventy percent of water abstractions worldwide are caused by the agricultural indus-
try [8] through water pollution. This is as a result of the deposition of animal excreta, feeds,
antibiotics, fertilizers, carcasses, and hormones. [11]. Furthermore, the agricultural industry
in South Africa also has to cope with unpredictable seasons, low and variable rainfall,
droughts, gradual loss of soil fertility, soil degradation, veld fires, and bush encroachment,
all of which are all fall-outs of climate change. Increasing pressures by human and livestock
populations are also regarded as culprits [25].

A total of 69% of South Africa’s land surface is suitable for grazing, and livestock
farming is by far the largest agricultural sector in the country [25]. According to Gbetibouo
and Ringler [26], South Africa’s grazing land is stocked beyond its long-term carrying
capacity. The South African Wildlife Foundation (WWEF-SA) [25] has further reported that
overstocking is most evident in the communal rangelands of Limpopo, KwaZulu-Natal,
and the Eastern Cape provinces, which support more than half of South Africa’s cattle
production. Overstocking causes trampling and crusting of the soil and denudes the veld
of vegetation.

Pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers that are used on crops fed to animals are major
contributors to land pollution. Many harmful substances reach our lakes, rivers, and even-
tually groundwater, leading to widespread contamination of waterways and groundwater
and decreased water quality [24]. The use of artificial fertilizers damages soils by making
them lose their water holding capacity, which invariably makes them subject to erosion.
Poorly managed fertilization can also change the species composition and decrease the
basal grass cover. This reduces productivity and increases water run-offs and erosion [24].

Increased carrying capacity can be achieved through simple techniques like plant-
ing pastures, adding fertilizers, and planting additional palatable species. Furthermore
Ndhlovu and Mpofu [27] mentioned that conservation agriculture (CA), popularly known
as “Farming the God’s Way”, is one of the most popular climate change adaptation tech-
niques in one of the districts in Zimbabwe. The system is also being introduced in South
Africa by land care programs that aim to teach communities to responsibly manage the
land by conserving vegetation, water, and biological diversity in their area [28].

Other CSA practices that are currently adopted in South Africa include water con-
servation, which utilizes the in-field rainwater harvesting technique; no-till technique,
which ensures that the soil is less prone to erosion and effectively retains organic matter,
water, and nutrients; the use of rotations; intercropping; and maintenance of permanent
soil cover [25]. Furthermore, in the KwaZulu-Natal province of South Africa, the prob-
lem of maintaining soil fertility and soil structure is solved by using animal manure as
alluded by [29]; their study showed that 40% of the farmers reported improved soil fertility
following the application of manure.
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Some of the CSA strategies to deal with water pollution and land pollution suggested
by WWE-SA [25] to farmers are to ensure that stocking rates are within the land’s carrying
capacity, based on the commercial stocking rates for a given area and the present veld
condition. Also, the reduction in the use of pesticides and herbicides that cause a decline in
soil micro-organisms is advised. Other strategies include clearing alien vegetation, which
is a cost-effective way of increasing water supply on the farm; using plant cover crops to
prevent bare ground when the actual harvest is over; preventing soil erosion and loss of
waterways; the use of wetlands; and planting grasses, trees, and fences along the edges of
a field that lies on the boarders of water bodies. Lastly, reduction in tillage of the fields in
order to reduce runoffs, soil compaction, and erosion; maintain or improve veld condition
and the health of the soil by ensuring appropriate rest periods after relevant grazing and/or
fire events; prevention of overgrazing, trampling, and soil erosion; and the rehabilitation of
degraded veld are the other approaches [25].

3.3. Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions

Global emissions of methane have risen by nearly 10% over the past two decades,
resulting in higher-level atmospheric concentration of greenhouse gasses. The impact of
GHG emissions on climate change was witnessed in 2015 in South Africa, where a total
livestock mortality rate of 252 880 was recorded [30]. The delay in rainfall led to late
plantings, a decline in available feeds, fodder, and limited crop production [30]. Lipper [31]
also mentioned that changing temperature patterns threaten the agricultural industry and
disrupt food markets and food supply to the resource-poor communities that depend
largely on agriculture for their livelihoods.

The direct and indirect contributions of livestock to GHG emissions include animal
physiology, animal housing, manure storage, manure treatments, land application, and
chemical fertilizers [32]. Furthermore, Gerber [3], stated that the livestock manure manage-
ment and normal digestive processes (enteric fermentation) contribute 44% of the world’s
anthropogenic methane gas (CHy) emissions. This buttresses the submission that global
emissions of methane have risen by nearly 10% over the past two decades, resulting in a
higher-level atmospheric concentrations of greenhouse gasses [33]. In addition, Moran [34]
also reported that global livestock production contributes an estimated 18% of anthro-
pogenic greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, mainly in terms of the release of methane and
nitrous oxide gases.

Kenya showed various CSA practices that were implemented successfully by farmers
to reduce the emissions caused by agriculture through the Mitigation of Climate Change in
Agriculture Program (MICCA) pilot project, incorporated CSA practices like conservation
tilling (CT) and improving animal breeds to create carbon sinks. A dairy herd management
project was also introduced, which involves managing livestock nutrition so as to ensure
that feed is broken down as efficiently as possible and with minimal production of methane
gas [35].

Livestock manure emissions may be used as biogas, which may be utilized to generate
electricity, heat, and fuel [13]. Farmers in China are already using this CSA practice to
convert greenhouse gas to energy. Farmers are involved in a CSA project that channels
the waste, mostly from pigs, to sealed tanks where it is converted into gas and it is used
for cooking. This project incorporates straw in their biogas, where it is transformed along
with pig manure into fertile compost [35]. The same project was carried out in Outeniqua
research farm in the Western Cape province of South Africa, where a biogas fermenter was
set up to digest manure from the research dairy farm and manure was converted to biogas
and then to electricity for use by the dairy farm [36].

In reviewing literature pertaining to GHG emissions, it has been noted that animal
emissions vary according to seasons. According to Gaitan [37], these emissions are usually
higher in the dry season than in the wet season. Livestock farming is also responsible for
overgrazing, land degradation, and loss of forest. These practices release large quantities
of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. The research on GHG emissions, especially in
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communal areas of South Africa, is limited. This proves that there is partial information
about the various mitigation strategies that are adaptable in South Africa, especially as it
relates to communal livestock farmers. Knowledge about changing climatic conditions and
the different trade-offs that are involved in communal livestock areas in South Africa are
definitely beneficial in implementing mitigation policies [35].

4. Implementing Climate-Smart Agriculture in Livestock Farming

The impact of animal agriculture on climate change has so far been recognized. Hence,
implementing climate-smart agriculture for communal livestock farmers will not come at a
low cost. Some of the strategies highlighted in this section have already been adopted by
some farmers. These measures include: the use of adaptable breeds; manipulation of rumen
ecology, feed types, and feeding; education and extension services; and improved policies.
Climate-smart agriculture as the way of farming has a maximum ability to rescue countless
numbers of smallholder farmers across South Africa and the neighboring countries and its
practices are both economically and environmentally friendly.

4.1. Adaptable Breeds

Heat stress in livestock is mostly experienced when the temperature humidity index
(THI) is higher than 72 THI [38]. Heat stress causes adverse behavioral, chemical, physical,
nutritional, physiological, and metabolic responses in livestock, which militates against
preserving cell integrity and survival [39]. Discomfort caused by heat stress has known
effects, such as reducing milk yields in dairy cattle and negatively influencing conception
rates across almost all breeds and species of livestock [40].

The report from DAFF [41] has shown that farmers in the Free State province farm with
animal breeds that they know or breeds that can be easily accessed and not necessarily as a
result of the adaptive potential or characteristics of that breed. Therefore, it is important to
identify breeds with inherent genetic capabilities to adapt to climate change. Kadzere [42],
mentioned that indigenous breeds thrive with minimum input compared to imported
breeds, and these breeds are pivotal to the development of climate-smart animal agriculture.
It is worthy of note that communal and smallholder livestock farmers in South Africa have
been practicing CSA for a long time through traditional practices [43]. The majority
of smallholder farmers in South Africa are targeting indigenous livestock breeds like
Afrikaner, Nguni, Boer goats, free-range chickens, and locally developed composites like
Bonsmara and SA Mutton Merino, while recognizing the adaptability of other breeds that
have been in these areas over many generations [44]. All these breeds are known to be
hardy, drought and disease tolerant, and have a lighter impact on the environment.

Changes in breeding strategies can help animals increase their tolerance to heat stress
and diseases and improve their reproductive and growth development [45]. Some of
the CSA management strategies that can be implemented to reduce heat stress include
mechanical cooling, such as forced ventilation, water sprays, and shading. However,
this can be difficult to apply, especially to livestock on pasture as this offers relief from
hyperthermia for a short time [20,46]. Furthermore, a study in Nigeria [5] and a report
from Schulze [47] both stated that keeping a large number of livestock in a limited space
is a challenge. In such circumstances, stall feeding as a CSA practice becomes even more
appropriate and the manure from dairy units can be used to produce biogas, which
will reduce deforestation, thus, minimizing the release of carbon dioxide (CO, to the
atmosphere [5].

Existing evidence on the impact of CSA on livestock farmers is very limited, only 3.5%
when compared to 93% from crops. Nearly all data on livestock are on improved diets,
with few on improved breeds [48]. Some of the most known livestock adaptation strategies,
such as pasture management technologies and animal housing, are absent from the data
reviewed by Rosenstock [48] in east and southern Africa. Rosenstock [48] additionally
mentioned that this is an important gap to be filled as these technologies are also relevant
as mitigation pillars of CSA.



Sustainability 2021, 13, 10468

8 of 18

Investments geared towards equipping farmers with much needed knowledge will
help farmers to know which breeds are adaptable in their geographical location and
they can be informed on which breeds can tolerate different climatic changing patterns.
The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) in South Africa also promotes adoption of
an integrated crop-livestock system that effectively mitigates, adapts to, and reduces
vulnerabilities to climate variability and climate change [43,49]. Educating communal
livestock farmers about different breeds and their characteristics will not only help them
with knowing how to choose adaptable breeds in their area, but it will also assist them
with getting better prices at the markets, while saving the planet.

4.2. Manipulation of Rumen Ecology

It is now possible to increase or decrease the results of rumen digestion through
rumen manipulation methods like the use of ionophores in feed, defaunation, and diet
manipulations amongst others. Rumen is the first stomach chamber of ruminants; it is
a compartment which receives food or cud from the esophagus and where fermentation
occurs [50]. Sixty percent of total digestion takes place in this compartment even though
the rumen wall does not secrete enzymes [51]. This chamber contains different types of
microbes including bacteria, protozoa, and fungi.

The various challenges that are currently facing the livestock sector are to reduce the
high cost of feeds, improve product quality, and lessen the impact of production on the
environment. The production values of CH4 and CO; by rumen microbes are estimated
at 400 L and 600 L d-I respectively in adult cattle. These high values contribute to the
greenhouse effect, which is now threatening our planet [35,52].

There are several strategies that have been proven to reduce the emissions caused by
ruminants. One of these includes rumen fermentation, which is the process that converts
ingested feed into energy sources for the host [53]. Manipulation of rumen fermentation is
crucial for improving nutrient utilization and productivity of animals. The more efficient
the rumen is, the better will be the synthesized fermentation end-products [54].

Manipulating ruminal fermentation is intended to enhance beneficial processes and
remove, decrease, and change processes that are harmful to the host. This can be achieved
through maximizing the efficiency of feed utilization and increasing ruminant productivity
(milk, meat, and wool) [54].

The genetic and non-genetic options are the other examples of rumen manipulation
and ecology management methods. These two approaches employ the use of bacterio-
static chemicals such as ionophores, bacteriocins, feed additives (e.g., fats and oils), syn-
thetic chemicals, natural compounds, and vaccination to inhibit methanogens. Enhancing
non-methanogens through diet manipulations and the use of inoculants is also a rumen
manipulation strategy [54]. The adoption of bio-digestion can increase farm profits by
10% to 20% and help reduce the environmental impact of livestock production [55]. Also,
introducing new species or strains of microorganisms into the gut has a great potential to
increase digestibility of feedstuffs and to improve animal health and growth [56].

Defaunation is the process of making the rumen of animals free of rumen protozoa
and the animal is called a defaunated animal [56]. Rumen protozoa contribute 40-50% of
the total microbial biomass and enzyme activities in the rumen. Using chemicals (copper
sulphate, manoxol, and sodium lauryl sulphate) is another method of defaunation for
obtaining animals free from rumen ciliate protozoa [57]. Defaunation has been proven
to significantly decrease the methane production compared with the normal faunated
animals [58]. There is ample scope to manipulate the rumen by feeding local plants, tree
leaves, or agro-industrial by-products to defaunate animals for improved productivity.

Rumen manipulation has, therefore, been proven to be effective in increasing the
efficient use of local feed resources and enhancing productivity in ruminants [59]. Since
8-12% of the digestible energy ingested by ruminants is lost in the rumen as methane,
higher methane output of up to 15-18% of the digestible energy may be produced where
cattle are fed on poor quality forage [59].
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The use of unconventional feedstuffs may contribute to decreased feeding cost and
environmental impact through reduced methane emissions. According to Patra [60], the
methods to effectively reduce methane production in the reticulo-rumen include the use of
synthetic chemicals; supplementation of organic acids like fats and oils, ionophores, and
halogenated compounds; and processing of feeds and microbial feed additives.

4.3. Feed Types and Feeding

Climate change is heavily affecting South Africa and the agricultural industry at large.
Feed production accounts for 47% of GHGs from livestock farming and improved forage-
based systems [3]. In low rainfall areas, more farmers are interested in CSA technologies to
minimize the climatic risks, mostly water scarcity and droughts [61].

Drought results in high prices of basic foods and it has been reported that cattle
farmers are more vulnerable to drought when compared to other species of livestock
production [62]. The use of manure in the form of synthetic fertilizers for forage contributes
to GHG emissions. Global feed production and processing and transport contributed 3.2 Gt
CO; eq, accounting for 45% of the sectors” emissions [3,21].

Forage grasses and legumes that are resilient to stress provide feed for livestock during
drought or waterlogging. The use of drought-adapted forage legumes and concentrates in
crop-livestock systems also provides high-quality feed in the dry season [63]. In Norway,
the feed ration for dairy cows consists of 45% and 42% silage and concentrates, respec-
tively [34]. This, on the other hand, might be a difficult mitigation tool to adapt in some
provinces in South Africa as it will surely depend on the costs, knowledge of farmers, and
availability of feed.

In the North West province of South Africa, fodder banks are constructed and pro-
moted to maintain healthy productive animals, thereby adopting CSA practices. Moreover,
in India, important CSA mitigation measures adopted by livestock farmers for improving
livestock include adding digesters and CHy inhibitors in feed and enhancing the number
of crossbred animals that have lower CH,4 emissions per unit of production [64]. Ayan-
tunde [65] mentioned that in the Sahel region, digestibility and protein content of the feed,
herd, and grazing management, and supplementary feeding are important factors in feed
management [65].

On-farm CSA practices in livestock production that have been adopted in Uganda
include silvopastoral systems (i.e., converting degraded extensive treeless pastures into a
richer and more productive environment, where trees and shrubs are planted interspersed
among fodder crops such as grasses and leguminous herbs), improved feeding regimes,
and grazing land management (rotational grazing and forage conservation) [66]. Off-farm
CSA related services include crop weather-index-based insurance and using automated
weather stations to monitor specific parameters and triggers [67].

Pasture management is very important when it comes to proper nutritional require-
ments of livestock [68]. The use of correct pasture management practices, conservation
agriculture (CA), crop rotation, and an intensive grazing system could be important mitiga-
tive practices that could guarantee more efficient conversion of forage into economically
available products, hence, culminating in reduced CH4 and N,O emissions [3]. Further-
more, supplementing poor quality forages with fodder trees, as in silvopastoral systems, or
with legumes, as well as increased protein content of feeds, can also improve digestibility
and reduce the overall methane emissions per unit of product [66].

Some of the useful grazing management practices highlighted by Bezuidenhout [69]
in an article published by Farmers Weekly magazine have been shown to be effective to
livestock farmers in many parts of the South Africa. These practices include setting aside
forage by postponing grazing while forage species are growing, ensuring equal grazing
of various species to stimulate diverse grasses, and improving nutrient cycling and plant
productivity. Others include developing healthy pasture root systems, maintaining plant
cover at all times, and promoting natural soil forming processes. The results of a study
in the Eastern Cape province of South Africa showed a different view as communal
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livestock farmers in that area highlighted a lack of strong local-level institutions, little to no
knowledge of veld management, and inadequate fencing of paddocks as constraints that
contribute to the lack of adopting CSA pasture management practices [70].

It is common knowledge that a well-managed pasture or feeding system requires a
knowledgeable farmer, financial support, skilled labor, and technical resources to actualize
it. We can arguably say that there is little impact of CSA in terms of feed management in
some provinces and this indicates that the government of South Africa, the Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development, and the private sector needs to actively evaluate the
land and the equipment needs of farmers and provide farmers with specific CSA pasture
management and feeding aids depending on the type of need and the location.

4.4. Education and Extension Services

Agricultural extension is a process of working with farmers to improve production and
overall livelihoods [71]. In South Africa, extension officers are qualified workers appointed
by the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD). These officers have
a crucial role to play in the adoption of CSA practices in communal livestock farming.
The main duties of extension officers are to help to facilitate sustainable agricultural
productivity through raising awareness, capacity building, and the provision of up-to-date
information, like an early warning of drought, input supply, climate change, adaptation
strategies, new technology development, weather forecasts, access to markets, and credits
to farmers [72].

Maka [72] conducted a study in the Eastern Cape province of South Africa and the
results revealed that 68% of farmers claimed they have limited or no access to extension
services in that area. This seems to be a norm as the beneficiaries of the Nguni cattle project
in Raymond Mhlaba Local Municipality in that province also claimed that no extension
support services were received by farmers to improve their socioeconomic status [73].
Similarly, in Mozambique, 52% of small-scale farmers were not adopting CSA practices
due to lack of knowledge and financial capacity to invest in on-field interventions [68]. As
reported by Nyasimi [74], limited knowledge about promising initiatives can lead to poor
uptake of CSA practices. One of the reasons for lack of services from extension officers is
that they may be unequipped to deal with the current challenges of climate change. There
should be specific CSA-related training programs for extension officers to equip them in
assisting farmers to deal with the challenges of climate change [72].

Interestingly, in some parts of South Africa (Mthonjaneni, Umhlathuze Gqumashe
villages, etc.) farmers have adopted a number of strategies to cope with climate change
and its resultant variabilities. Practices such as crop rotation, changing the time of farmer
operations, introducing diverse crop varieties, increased efficiency of irrigation, promoting
climate change awareness and education amongst each other, and working together with
other farmers are some of the adopted measures [6,74].

Conservation agriculture (CA) is an example of a successful project implementation in
South Africa and the key approach is to train senior agricultural officials who will transfer
knowledge to the farmers [28,75]. The implementation of CA in western Zambia has also
shown a positive impact through increased yields. There was greater productivity on CA
fields and the acquisition of seeds increased. These results were obtained from an app that
was used in Namibia named the “Event Book” and “Mobile App” [75]. In Malawi, likewise,
Dr Ngwira [76] also acknowledged that Malawian farmers find CA more profitable as it
requires less labor for land preparation, weeding, and other agricultural practices.

The government of Uganda has trained 58,000 farmers in CA and 28,000 farmers have
adopted and are practicing conservation agriculture, and the adoption of CA is increasing,
as well as the knowledge level of farmers in the country [24]. Ghana also introduced a
private ICT-based platform that provides market price alerts, climate-smart agricultural
advice, weather forecasts, and voice messages on CSA practices sent out to farmers in the
language of their preference. This platform has so far trained and improved access of about
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835 farmers (of which 33% have been females) to the use of down-scaled seasonal forecast
and climate-smart agriculture technologies and practices through mobile phones [77].

In Nigeria, a study revealed that contact with extension agents, which denotes access
to information, has positive effects across all the CSA practices in the country. This indicates
that contact with extension services increases the likelihood of adopting CSA practices [5].

Since extension officers are the main carriers of information to communal livestock
farmers, they should take the responsibility to ensure farmers get information on climate
change, climate change impacts, and CSA. In view of these results from other countries and
South Africa, it shows that implementation of CSA is not difficult for farmers to adopt, they
just need knowledge and guidance. The use of media along with extension services should
be increased in pushing awareness and information about CSA practices to communal
livestock farmers in South Africa in order to help them cope and adjust to climate change.
Therefore, this study infers that extension services must go to farmers to provide training
and disseminate knowledge.

4.5. Government Policies

Climate-smart agriculture and planning of agricultural adoption strategies requires
clear policies in order to be effectively implemented. Policymakers in West Africa reinforce
the adaptive mechanism to deal with negative effects of climate change as a top priority [77].
In addition, Ben [78] mentioned the National Environment Management Policy, Forestry
Policy, and National Policy for the Conservation and Management of Wetland Resources
as policies that are active in Uganda. Despite this comprehensive policy framework, there
is still a lack of strategic and comprehensive integrated planning for CSA in Uganda.

Contradictions with the statement made by Mnkeni and Mutengwa [44] were seen
when other investigators reported that impressive progress has been made in the formula-
tion of CSA policies in South Africa. Contrarily FANRPAN [8] mentioned that CSA policy
has not yet been formulated in South Africa, but the Climate Change Sector Plan (CCSP)
for Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries has been completed and made public for comment.
Uganda is no exception as government agencies responsible for implementing environment
policies, including adaptation interventions, are under resourced [8].

Designing policies that aim to improve factors affecting the adoption of CSA for
smallholder farming systems have great potential to improve CSA compliance [44]. Policy
initiatives and developments that promote CSA in Africa do exist and South Africa is
actively responding to climate change challenges, which requires considerable changes in
the national and local governance, legislation, policies, and financial mechanisms [79].

The Department of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (DAFF); National Depart-
ments of Environmental Affairs (DEA), Water Affairs (DWA), Rural Development and
Land Reform (DARD); state-owned research institutions including the National Research
Foundation (NRF), Agricultural Research Council (ARC), and Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR); and farmer organizations like Red Meat Producer Association
of South Africa (NARPO) and the National African Farmers Union of South Africa (NAFU-
SA) are stakeholders involved in formulating CSA policies in South Africa [44]. In Lesotho,
Vuna provides policy influence, education, information, finance, and market knowledge for
adopting CSA. Climate-smart agriculture policy is likely to be completed in South Africa
after the CCSP (Climate Change Sector Plan) has been approved [8].

Despite the delay in CSA policy in South Africa, the good thing is that some farmer
organizations have started to independently adopt and promote CSA principles. These
organizations include the Red Meat Producers Organization (RPO), the KwaZulu-Natal
(KZN) No Till Club, the Grain Producers Association of South Africa (Grain SA), the South
African Wine and Fruit Industries (SAWFI), sugarcane growers, the National African Farm-
ers Union of South Africa (NAFU-SA), the National Wool Growers Association (NWGA),
Mohair SA, Dairy SA, and the Ostrich Business Chamber (OBC) [80].
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5. Challenges to the Adoption of Climate Smart Agriculture

Smallholder agriculture in southern African countries is practiced as a way of life.
Agricultural productivity depends on people, principles, goals, knowledge, resources, and
decision-making processes, amongst others [10]. This section presents the various barriers
that prevent communal livestock farmers from adopting climate-smart practices. These
challenges include a lack/dearth of infrastructure, inadequate policies and government
services, inaccessible road networks, and the human factor (the farmers’ beliefs and willing-
ness to adopt modern technologies). These barriers have been implicated in the low/slow
response of communal livestock farmers to CSA adoption.

5.1. Adoption of Technology

The rate of adoption of technology by communal farmers is very low [81]. This is
due to the level of education and information-seeking behavior of some of the farmers.
Kunene [82] further mentioned that the high illiteracy level of most communal farmers as
a stumbling block for the adoption of new technologies.

5.2. Government Services

Veterinarians and extension officers are assigned to every district in the agriculture sec-
tor, where they provide expertise to the farmers in South Africa. Nonetheless, Gwala [83]
reported on the poor quality of work done by the extension services provided by the
government in order to help communal farmers. Liebenberg [84] also stated that 8 out of 10
extension officers in South Africa are insufficiently qualified to carry out their responsibili-
ties. Despite this challenge, the extension officers will remain a major source of information
and knowledge to rural farmers.

5.3. Infrastructure

The most prominent infrastructural challenges for communal farmers in South Africa
are transport and holding facilities [83]. Lack of facilities like temperature-controlled
barns, crush pens, and dams are some of the struggles experienced by smallholder farmers.
Available and affordable farm equipment are non-negotiables for better productivity since
livestock is an inflation-free resource for communal farmers and a store of wealth. Farm
animals can be sold to meet farmers’ daily, weekly, and monthly expenses like school fees,
medical bills, and household expenses [85].

5.4. Inadequate Cutting-Edge Technology Awareness

The use of modern technology creates opportunities for communal livestock farmers.
ICT- based information sources available to smallholder farmers in South Africa include
radio, television, and smartphones [86]. Similar results were reported in the southern
district of Botswana, which revealed that the most used technological devices in communal
areas were smartphones (89%), while local radio and television accounted for 59% of use
respectively [87]. Lekopanye further recommended that the radio stations and television
broadcasts need to incorporate livestock programs that combine mobile technology with
radio and television, where participants will be involved in the various awareness topics
through calls or short messages.

5.5. Farm Location and Inaccessible Road Networks

Long distances from major cities and poor road networks in communal areas affect
the ability of farmers to adopt modern technologies and attract many buyers. Mthi [88]
reported that poor accessibility of roads was ranked as the eighth most important constraint
affecting livestock production in the Eastern Cape province of South Africa. Remote
locations with poor states of roads result in high costs of moving livestock to markets and
hinder marketing efficiency [89]. The results from the study concurred with the findings
of Makhura and D'Hease [90,91], who reported that the smallholder farmers have been
neglected in terms of infrastructural support by past governments.
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5.6. Human Factor (Farmer Beliefs and Willingness to Adopt Modern Technologies)

The famers’ decisions on whether and how to adopt modern technologies are con-
ditioned by the active interaction between the characteristics of the technology, array of
conditions, access to credit, capital availability, and the farmers’ circumstances [92]. Prof-
itability is a major concern to farmers, thus, the opportunity to witness an investment in
profitable technology by a fellow producer with similar facilities and resources often assists
in decision making and the willingness of the farmer to adopt the modern technology [93].

5.7. Climate Smart Agriculture Law and Policies

The South African government in 2019 published the Carbon Tax Act (Act. No.
15 of 2019), a climate change law to stabilize the greenhouse gas concentration in the
atmosphere [94]. Smallholder farmers and local farming communities play a crucial role in
implementing CSA practices. However, in many cases, locally established user rights are
not legally formalized. Unclear tenure arrangements chase away external investors due to
the risk of inconsistency and lack of accountability. A well-designed policy framework and
law require relevant institutions and authorities to develop strategic institutional plans to
ensure the effective implementation of new laws and other legal provisions [94].

6. Conclusions

This article reviewed the adoption of climate-smart agriculture (CSA) by communal
livestock farmers in South Africa. The influence of animal agriculture on climate change
was also discussed. The findings indicated that the quest to promote CSA will not be
cheaply achieved [77]. There is limited research on the adoption of CSA by communal
livestock farmers in South Africa. Some farmers are already practicing some aspects of
CSA, even though they might be unaware of it. It has been noted that unavailability
and unaffordability of technology is a big challenge to smallholder farmers. The media
is a valuable source of information for communal farmers on matters of climate change
adaptation and CSA adoption. It provides content pertaining to some techniques that are
inapplicable to communal farmers or too expensive for communal farmers to implement.

There have been huge differences in the provision of extension services in countries
like Uganda and Ghana when compared to South Africa. These countries (Uganda and
Ghana) prioritized the education of communal livestock farmers, and this increased their
adoption rates. This clearly shows that the implementation of CSA practices is not far-
fetched, but a lack of information, support, and financial capacity to invest in on-field
interventions might be hindering extension service training in South Africa, indicating that
improvements are possible.

Mitigation tools to reduce CH4 and N,O emissions that are used in developed coun-
tries like China are not always applicable to developing countries like South Africa. This is
due to a lack of information and insufficient resources to implement them. South Africa
must use the mitigation tools adaptable to their conditions with adequate consideration of
costs, knowledge, and availability.

Similarly, there is a big gap in enacting CSA policies in South Africa. Sound imple-
mentation of technologies requires innovative policies; thus, the Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development needs to engage all stakeholders to make a common policy that
embraces all aspects of the environment that are affected by climate change. The govern-
ment should improve local capacity in advanced and affordable water supply systems,
agricultural solutions, and reliable financial mechanisms in order to implement innovative
sound technologies.

Another gap is seen in the deficient awareness and information sharing to communal
livestock farmers. The reality of lack of information is a very critical factor to address for
the implementation of CSA practices in any country. There is a lot that South Africa can
learn from other countries with regard to the benefits of using CSA practices and their
implementation strategies and policies. In future, CSA adoption and adaptation studies
should focus more on the formulation and implementation of CSA policies relevant to
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the South African environment, considering the educational levels of target farmers, and
propose solutions to make adaptability to modern techniques easily applied at local levels.
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