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Abstract: The stress—dilatancy relationship for fiber-reinforced soils has been the focus of recent
studies. This relationship can be used as a foundation for the development of constitutive models for
fiber-reinforced soils. The present study aims to investigate the effect of recycled polypropylene fibers
on the shear strength—dilation behavior of two lateritic soils using the stress—dilatancy relationship for
direct shear tests. Results show that fibers improved the shear strength behavior of the composites,
observed by increases in the friction angle. Fibers’ orientation at the sheared interface could be
observed. The volumetric change during shearing was altered by the presence of fibers in both soils.
Overall, results indicate that the stress—dilatancy relationship is affected by inclusions in the soil mix.
Results can be used to implement constitutive modeling for fiber-reinforced soils.
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1. Introduction

Aiming to reduce the production of waste generated worldwide in civil construction,
the use of alternative materials has emerged as an urgent need in view of the current
environmental challenges. Different alternatives appear in the geotechnical context for soil
improvement, namely natural and synthetic fibers, rubber fibers, construction waste, and
flakes [1-5]. The improvement of soil in many geotechnical applications (subgrades and
subbases, the reinforcement of soft soils, the control of a soil’s hydraulic conductivity, the
improvement of erosion resistance, the prevention of piping, backfill in retaining structures,
and shrinkage crack mitigation) has been done with the reinforcement of local soils with
fibers [6-9]. The use of fibers to reinforce soils has been used as a sustainable reinforcement
technique since it does not harm the environment and does not promote the removal of
large volumes of soil for later compaction.

Extensive research has proven that reinforcing the soil with short, randomly dis-
tributed fibers (e.g., polypropylene and polyethylene terephthalate fibers) can improve the
mechanical response of the soil, observed by an interception in the potential failure zone,
fiber tensile strength mobilization, and an improvement in the soil ductility [10-13], as well
as provide isotropic behavior and limit the development of weak planes [14]. Anagnos-
topoulos et al. [15] state that the bond’s interfacial strength due to mechanical interlocking
along the friction at the interface seems to be the dominant mechanism that controls the
micromechanical benefits of the reinforcement of soil with fibers.

Recent studies available in the literature regarding clayey soils mixed with short,
randomly distributed polymeric fibers provide evidence of the significant impact of
the inclusion of fibers on the soil shear strength [13,16-20]. Most of these studies as-
sessed the effectiveness of fiber reinforcement using uniaxial, direct shear, and triaxial
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tests [10,13,21-29]. However, comparing the numerous published studies on sand—fiber
mixtures, studies on clayey soils reinforced with fibers are limited despite the equal poten-
tial for geotechnical applications.

For Anagnostopoulos et al. [30], the existing studies on fiber-reinforced clays have not
yet established the fundamental mechanisms or the conditions that may affect the behavior
of these fiber mixtures. According to Freilich et al. [31], there is a need for advancing studies
in this field of knowledge due to the greater complexity related to the fiber interaction
mechanism in cohesive soils. In addition, most studies do not present a deeper analysis
regarding the stress—dilatancy behavior of soils reinforced with fibers. As stated by Li and
Zornberg [32], the main findings in fiber reinforcement research regard increases in the soil
shear strength and the post peak strength and changes in the soil ductility.

The stress—dilatancy relationship for fiber-reinforced soils has been the focus of some
recent studies. The concept of fiber space was introduced by Wood et al. [33] to describe
significant changes in the dilatancy of fiber-reinforced sands [34]. For Kong [35], when a
polypropylene fiber—soil assembly dilates in response to applied shear deformations, the
work done by the driving stress will be dissipated by not only particle sliding but also the
fiber deformation. Eldesouky et al. [14] conducted direct shear tests on polypropylene-
fiber-reinforced sands and proved that as the specimen approaches failure, fiber-reinforced
specimens have higher dilation angles than unreinforced ones, explained by an increase
in the shear zone that leads to higher dilation angles. Kong et al. [34] conducted several
triaxial compression tests to investigate the effect of uniformly distributed fiber reinforce-
ments on the stress—dilatancy relationship of Nanjing sand. The authors propose a new
stress—dilatancy relationship for fiber-reinforced sand based on Rowe’s stress—dilatancy
relationship [36] for granular materials and suggest that the results could be employed as a
foundation for the development of a constitutive model for polypropylene-fiber-reinforced
soils. According to Kong et al. [34], the extension of fibers due to rearrangement and
microstructure disturbances during shearing provides an important contribution to the
increase in strength; however, studies are not conclusive on the observed stress dilatancy
of fiber-reinforced soils.

A recent study by Dotzyk-Szypcio [37] using the stress—dilatancy relationship for
the direct shear tests developed by Szypcio [38] emphasizes that the stress—dilatancy
relationship is a function of moisture, the degree of compaction, and normal stresses and
can be affected by inclusions in the soil mix. Szypcio [38] suggests further experimental
investigation, especially for cohesive soils on different stress—strain paths. Regarding the
stress—dilatancy relationship of fine and cohesive soils, Yousefpour et al. [39] evaluated
the shear strength-dilation characteristics of silty and clayey sands and demonstrate
that the shear strength, dilation angle, and maximum friction angle decreased with an
increase in the clay content and increased with an increase in the silt content. According to
Yousefpour et al. [39], few studies are concerned with the relationship between the strength
parameters and the dilation of silty and clayey sands. The authors suggest that the direct
shear apparatus is a useful tool for the investigation of the shear strength and dilation
characteristics of fine soils.

As exposed by the literature, there is a need for investigations regarding the shear
stress—dilatancy behavior of fine soils and the influence of the inclusion of fibers on the
strength and dilatancy behavior of fine soil mixtures. Studies related to fine-grained
and clayey lateritic soils reinforced with polymeric fibers are scarce in the literature [4,5].
The present study combined an investigation of the shear strength—dilation behavior of
two lateritic fine soils reinforced with short, randomly distributed polypropylene fibers.
Analyses were conducted using the stress—dilatancy model for the drained direct shear
tests developed by Szypcio [38].

2. Materials and Methods

Two lateritic soils (clayey sand and clay), taken from the state of Sao Paulo in Brazil,
were chosen for this research since they represent typical soils that cover a large area in
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Brazil. The lateritic soils, due to their formation process, underwent leaching processes.
The clay fractions are essentially composed of clay minerals from the Kaolinite group and
hydroxides and hydrated oxides of iron and/or aluminum [40,41]. The clayey soil was
collected from the city of Santa Gertrudes, Sao Paulo and classified as CH soil according to
the Unified Soil Classification System [42] although a significant percentage of sand was
present. The clayey sand, classified as SC soil [42], was collected from the city of Bauru, Sao
Paulo. According to X-ray diffraction analysis [43], the predominant clay minerals in both
lateritic soils were Kaolinite, Illite, Gibbsite, and Hematite. In these soils, the formation of
aggregates of finer soil particles is common due to the action of iron and aluminum oxides
and hydroxides, a characteristic that explains the peculiar behavior of lateritic soils.

The soil samples were characterized by particle size analysis [44], specific gravity [45],
Proctor tests [46], and consistency limits [47]. The physical properties of the soils are
presented in Table 1. The particle distribution of the soils is shown in Figure 1.

Table 1. Characteristics of the natural lateritic soils used in this study.

Properties Values Specification
CH SC
Clay fraction (%) 50 14
Silt fraction (%) 14 5.8 ASTM D7928 [44]
Sand fraction (%) 36 80.2
Specific gravity of solids 2.90 2.65 ASTM D854 [45]
Liquid limit (%) 51 16
Plasticity limit (%) 29 2 ASTM D4318 [47]
Plasticity Index (%) 22 14
Maximum dry unit weight (kN/m?) 16.7 19.50
Optimum water content (%) 24.0 10.6 ASTM D698 [46]
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Figure 1. Particle size distribution curves of SC and CH soils.

The fibers used in this research were characterized as short, discrete recycled polypropy-
lene (PP) fibers of light weight and high flexibility that were hydrophobic and inert. The PP
fibers had an average diameter of 18 micrometers, a specific mass of 0.9 g/cm3, an average
length of 18 mm, zero water absorption, and a breaking tensile strength of 610 MPa.

Figure 2 presents the PP fibers used in this study and the samples’ preparation. PP
fibers were randomly distributed into the soil mass at a fiber content of 0.1% and 0.25%
by soil dry weight. These fiber contents are representative of the contents used in soil
mixtures in other studies [16,19,31,48-51]. The soil was homogenized using the optimum
water content of the natural soil, which was obtained from the compaction test in normal
Proctor energy by calculating the amount of water in relation to the total weight of the dry
raw material (soil + fiber).
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Figure 2. Sample preparation: (a) fibers; (b) mixture with CH soil; (b) mixture with SC soil.

Fibers were randomly distributed in the soil matrix and a mechanical mixer was used
to reach a homogenous fiber distribution in the soil and to avoid any potential weakness
plane. Fibers” mixture in the CH soil was done with humidified soil due to the difficulty
of moistening and homogenizing the dry soil with fibers. In the field, special attention to
the mixture’s production is necessary. Some remarks on the limitations of quality control
procedures can be found in Farloca et al. [52].

In order to obtain the target compaction parameters for each soil mixture, standard
Proctor compaction tests [46] were also conducted on the soils with fiber reinforcements.
Prior to compaction, prepared mixtures were preserved in air-proof bags for a minimum of
24 hours for moisture homogenization. The optimum compaction conditions were used as
the target compaction parameters for the direct shear tests.

This study involved drained direct shear tests that were conducted according to ASTM
D3080 [53] on the compacted soil specimens. The specimens (with and without fibers)
were compacted using the optimum water content and a 95% compaction degree. The test
was conducted on a shear box with dimensions of 100 x 100 x 25 mm, where the lower
part of the shear box is restrained, while the upper part is controlled by a motor to apply a
horizontal shear load in displacement-controlled mode. Since the tests were carried out in
different months, the research with clayey soil specimens was initially performed under
vertical stresses of 100, 200, and 300 kPa prior to shearing. Then, the research continued,
and the sandy soil specimens were consolidated under vertical stresses of 100, 200, and
400 kPa. Tests were conducted at a loading rate of 0.15 mm/min in all tests. We did not
use duplicated soil samples to study the effect of structure on the stress—strain behavior of
reconstituted soil samples. Only one test per normal stress level was conducted. During
the tests, loads and displacements in the axial and horizontal directions were recorded
automatically by a computer-controlled data collection system. Shear stress was recorded
as a function of horizontal displacement up to a total displacement of 15 mm in order to
observe the post-failure behavior.

3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Influence of PP Fibers on Compaction Properties

Figure 3 shows the compaction curves of both soil mixtures with 0.1% and 0.25% fiber
content, compared to the respective natural soils. The behavior of the maximum dry unit
weight did not change with the inclusion of fibers in the clayey soil, while the optimum
gravimetric water content increased by 0.5% for the 0.25% fiber content. The behavior of the
maximum dry unit weight did slightly reduce with the inclusion of fibers in the sandy soil,
while the optimum gravimetric water content did not change. The results of other studies
show similar compaction curves for soils with and without fiber reinforcement [54-56],
where no significant alterations were evidenced.
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Standard Proctor compaction curves for soil with fiber contents of 0.0%, 0.1%, and 0.25%: (a) CH; (b) SC.

3.2. Influence of PP Fibers on Drained Shear Strength

The results of direct shear tests considering each combination of lateritic soil and
PP fibers are presented in Figures 4 and 5, showing the variations in shear stress and
volumetric change with shear displacements. In Figure 4, the inclusion of fibers in the CH
soil improved the shear strength behavior of the composites, beyond which it remained
constant for 0.1% fiber content. The contribution of the fibers to the increase in soil strength
was superior for the highest fiber content (0.25%) and, after the mixtures underwent plastic
deformation, the resistance of fibers was mobilized, and hardening was observed. This
behavior is in accordance with the results presented in the research of Anagnostopou-
los et al. [15] that studied the shear strength behavior of polypropylene-fiber-reinforced
cohesive soils. The continuous increase in shear stress, mainly for the highest normal
stresses, was justified in Khatri et al. [57] by the mobilization of the tensile strength of
the fibers, which increases the deformation imposed on the material at failure. Regarding
the volume change versus shear displacement plots for the CH soil (Figure 4), the results
evidence, at all stress levels, a lower degree of contraction of fiber-reinforced specimens
than that of unreinforced specimens, directly related to the fiber content. This behavior
was also found in the research of Anagnostopoulos et al. [15]. Specimens exhibited a
trend of dilation occurring under drained shearing for lower stresses and contraction
occurring under higher stresses. The volumetric change was altered by the presence of
fibers, mainly at higher stress levels, and indicates that the presence of fibers considerably
limited the tendency for contraction. Similar results were obtained by Sadek et al. [58] and
Ibraim et al. [59]. According to Anagnostopoulos et al. [15], these results suggest that the
volumetric response, from contractive to dilative, could be a consequence of an apparent
densification of the composite matrix resulting from the interaction mechanism between
the fiber net and the soil particles.

Regarding SC soil (Figure 5), the inclusion of polymeric fibers increased the shear
strength of the soil for higher normal stresses and the higher fiber content. The harden-
ing behavior observed for CH soil was not evidenced in SC specimens. Regarding the
volumetric change results, a trend of a decrease (contraction) in the volume variation
was observed at all stress levels, although the addition of fibers did not produce a trend
of a volume increase as in the CH soil. This behavior was also found in the results of
Silveira et al. [5], who used polyethylene strips in SC lateritic soil. Maher and Gray [60] and
Consoli et al. [61] state that the effect of the inclusion of fibers on the dilation and volume
change is more pronounced at higher loads and strain levels. Regarding the initial tangent
stiffness of the shear stress—displacement curves, the inclusion of polymeric fibers in both
CH and SC soils practically did not affect this property.
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Figure 4. Shear stress and volume change vs. displacement for CH soil with fiber contents of 0.0%, 0.1%, and 0.25%:

(a) 100 kPa; (b) 200 kPa; and (c) 300 kPa.
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Figure 5. Shear stress and volume change vs. displacement for SC soil with fiber contents of 0.0%, 0.1%, and 0.25%:

(a) 100 kPa; (b) 200 kPa; (c) 400 kPa.

Figure 6 presents the soil-fiber specimens after shear tests, showing the fibers’ orien-
tation at the sheared interface in the CH soil. No deformation or breakage of fibers was
observed. Kumar and Singh [62] state that an improvement in the ductility of soil through
the stretching of the fibers causes an increase in the soil’s cohesion. According to Darvishi
and Erken [51], because of the extensible nature of the fibers, they are stretched in the soil
matrix during the shearing process, increasing the tension strength of fiber-reinforced soils.
Kong et al. [34] state that the extension of fibers due to rearrangement and microstructure
disturbances during shearing provides an important contribution to the increase in strength.
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For Anagnostopoulos et al. [15], this is a confirmation that fibers withstand tension within
the soil matrix without significantly deforming.

Shear direction

Figure 6. Fibers’ orientation during shearing in lateritic CH soil.

The shear strength envelopes for mixtures with 0%, 0.1%, and 0.25% fiber contents are
shown in Figure 7. The failure criterion adopted was the value of peak shear strength. The
results shown in Figure 7 evidence the friction behavior of SC soil and the high cohesion
(69.2 kPa) and friction angle (26.1°) of the lateritic clayey soil. Indeed, compacted tropical
soils exhibit good shear strength behavior when unsaturated [63]. After the inclusion of
fibers, an increase in the cohesion and the friction angle was observed with increasing
fiber content in the CH soil. The results of Tang et al. [6] on clayey soil reinforced with
12-mm-long PP fibers showed that the values of cohesion and friction angles also increased
with increasing fiber content.

w 450 ®) 450
—SC+ 0% Fiber —— CH + 0% Fiber
400 | SC+0.1% Fiber 400 | CH+0.1% Fiber
350 SC + 0.25% Fiber 350 | — CH+025% Fiber c=84kPa
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0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450
Normal effective stress (kPa)

Figure 7. Shear strength envelopes of natural soil and soil with 0.1% and 0.25% fiber content: (a) CH;
and (b) SC.

The effect of the addition of fibers on the shear strength parameters of SC soil was
evidenced by an increase in the friction angle (Figure 7b), although it was not influenced
by the increase in fiber content. The improvement in the friction angle is most probably
associated with the mobilization of friction between the soil particles and the fibers [64,65]
and due to the relative size of the fibers and soil grains [15].

In order to evaluate the variation in the shear strength response with fiber contents
and normal stress levels, the following strength ratio parameter proposed by Darvishi and
Erken [51] was used:

R=— )
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where T and T, are the stresses of fiber-reinforced and unreinforced soil at the peak shear
value, respectively.

Figure 8 presents results on the strength ratio in the evaluated lateritic soils with
different PP fiber contents and with normal stress levels. For the CH soil (Figure 8a,c), the
strength ratios were observed to be as high as 1.2 with increasing PP fiber content and
the CH soil showed decreased strength ratios under higher normal stresses. The SC soil
(Figure 8b,d) presented alterations in the strength ratio, such as a drop with higher normal
stresses, which was also observed in the sand—fiber mixture evaluated by Darvishi and
Erken [51]. In this case, reinforcement with fibers was more effective for specimens under
low normal stress and 0.25% fiber content.

(@) (®)
1.5 1.5
L —e— SC (100 kPa) - —a— CH (100 kPa)
14 [ -8 sc(200kPa) L4 I s CH (200 kPa)
13 | —&— SC (400 kPa) 13 | — CH (300 kPa)
12
1.1
1.0
09 | 09 |
08 | 08 |
o7 Lo v 0.7 . —— .
000 005 0.0 015 020 025 000 005 010 015 020 025
Fiber content (%) Fiber content (%)
1.5 1.5
I —&— SC+ 0.1% Fiber-clay - —&— CH + 0.1% Fiber-clay
L4 | _g SC+0.25% Fiber-clay 14 | _g_ CH +0.25% Fiber-clay
13 | 13 |
s 12 | g 12 | — % ——
© ©
S

L1t 11}

A———'ﬁ\ﬁ

1o | 10 |
09 | 09 |
08 | 0s |
1 — 07 A
0 100 200 300 400 0 100 200 300 400

Normal stress (kPa) Normal stress (kPa)

Figure 8. Variation in the shear strength ratio with fiber content and normal stresses: (a) SC; (b) CH.

3.3. Influence of PP Fibers on the Stress—Dilatancy of Soil Mixtures

Figures 9 and 10 show a plot of the stress ratio (t/on) against the dilatancy results
of the natural soil and the fiber-reinforced mixtures for the different normal stress levels,
respectively, for SC soil and CH soil. As shown in Figure 9, at all test stages, the specimens
experienced high contraction rates (negative dilation angles) and the influence of the fibers
is evidenced by the stress—dilatancy behavior of the SC soil mixtures. The results on the
stress—dilatancy behavior of reinforced soil mixtures are in accordance with the results
of Eldesouky et al. [14] in which the contraction rates increased with an increase in the
fiber content. Figure 10 shows that adding 0.25% fiber content to the CH soil significantly
alters the stress—dilatancy behavior of the soil mixture as compared with the addition of
0.1% fiber content. In this case, the clayey soil was more susceptible to alterations in the
stress—dilatancy behavior of the soil than sandy soil.
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Figure 10. Influence of the inclusion of fibers on the stress—dilatancy behavior under direct shear conditions for CH soil:

(a) 100 kPa; (b) 200 kPa; (c) 300 kPa.
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Szypcio [38] developed a complex equation that represents the stress—dilatancy rela-
tionship for the simple shear condition, obtained from the frictional state theory. According
to Szypcio [38], the stress—dilatancy Equation (4) for the simple shear test can be used for
direct and ring shear tests, as follows:

T ﬁn cos P cos 0 o)
T 347 (sin 0 — /3sin @ cos 9)
where:
n=Q-AD (3)
Q=M —aA’ (4)
o in®’
M — 3s1n‘ _ 5)
V/3cos 0 — sin® sin 0)
for the drained condition,
o 1 2 o 2
A=—_<1—-M sin[0+ = 6
mqe—eg{ 3 SIn(+3”>} ©)
A=pBA ?)
g
0, = arctan{ — —%5 (8)
3
Py ()
Sh
D=-V3—2— ©)

2
1+4(4)
where ®° is the critical frictional state angle, « and  are frictional state theory parameters,
h is the growth in the sample’s height during shear, and s is the displacement of the
shear box.

Based on the experimental data on non-cohesive soils, the stress—dilatancy relationship
calculated using the frictional state theory with ®° = ®,, 0 =15°, a =0, and f =14 is
acceptable [38]. Figure 11 shows an example of the stress ratio—dilatancy relationship for
the mentioned parameters.

2.0
L8
L6
1.4

12 Equation 2
= 1.2

\
\,

=]

= 1.0
0.8
0.6
0.4 ® 328

=0

0.2 ¢ p=14

0.0

-0.6 -04 -02 00 02 04 06 08 1.0

oh/os
Figure 11. Stress—dilatancy relationship developed by Szypcio [38] (modified).

According to the proposed model, parameters « and 3 represent the mode of defor-
mation in the shear band. Parameter « translates the reference curve obtained for a« = 0
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upward for « < 0 and downward for « > 0. Parameter f significantly influences the stress
ratio—dilatancy relationship for dilation and contraction during shearing. For almost all
tests, in the initial phase of shearing, the relationship between t/on and i/ s is not linear,
while in the pre-peak and post-peak phases of shearing, a linear relationship t/on—:éh/ds
is observed, and parameters « and f can be calculated by use of an approximation tech-
nique [37,38]. In the study of Dotzyk and Szypcio [37], the pre-peak and post-peak phases
of shearing were obtained with parameter intervals of 0.1 <& <1.1 and 2.1 < < 6.0 (large
direct shear box) and & = 0 and B = 1.4 (small direct shear box), showing a higher degree of
non-homogeneous deformation in the shear band in the large box apparatus.

The results on stress—dilatancy relationships for the SC soil and the fiber-reinforced
mixtures are shown in Figure 12. The best fit obtained using Equation (2) well approxi-
mates the experimental relationship at failure (pre-peak experimental data) for ®° = 32°,
—0.15<a < —0.1,and 2.0 < B < 2.4. According to Figure 12, the increase in parameter 3 after
the inclusion of fibers in the SC soil demonstrates the influence on the stress ratio—dilatancy
relationship during shear, which was superior for the higher fiber content. As also observed
by Dotzyk and Szypcio [37], this indicates that the stress—dilatancy relationship is affected
by inclusions in the soil mix.

@ 29 ® 50
5 SC+ 0% Fiber (100 kPa) e =320 SC + 0.1% Fiber (100 kPa)
3 SC + 0% Fiber (200 kPa) SC +0.1% Fiber (200 kPa)
- & SC + 0% Fiber (400 kPa) - SC + 0.1% Fiber (400 kPa)
Contraction
& 1.0 Equation 2 : '\c’: 1.0 | during shearing ;:-20.115
~ A =L,
> 05 / 2 0.5 Equation 2 2 g =i
0.0 0.0
0.5 — e 0.5 ‘
-0.8 -0.6 -0.4 -0.2 0.0 0.2 0.8 -0.6 04 0.2 0.0 02
Ghids Sh/és
(c)
2.0 SE
SC + 0.25% Fiber (100 kPa) | @o=32°
i SC+0.25%Fiber (200kPa) |

SC + 0.25% Fiber (400 kPa)

1.0 | Contraction

’O’: during shearing
B L~
05 | Equation 2 1
0.0
-0.5

8h/ds

Figure 12. Influence of the inclusion of fibers on the stress—dilatancy relationship under direct shear
conditions for SC soil: (a) 100 kPa; (b) 200 kPa; (c) 400 kPa.

An approach for cohesive soils was used to understand the stress—dilation behavior of
the CH soil. According to BS8002 [66], for fine soils, the critical frictional state angle can be
estimated based on Atterberg limits as follows:

@ =42 —12.510g(PI) for 5% < PI < 100% (10)

where PI is the soil plasticity index.

In the natural clayey soil (Figure 13), the best fit obtained using Equation (2) well
approximates the experimental relationship at failure (pre-peak experimental data) for
P° =25.2° —09 <a < —0.8,and 1.0 < § < 1.1. In general, the stress—dilatancy behavior of
the clayey samples was not affected by the inclusion of fibers, which was observed by the
parameters with the same fit. However, the pre-peak and post-peak phases of shearing
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showed different behaviors when comparing the natural and fiber-reinforced samples.
These results can be used to develop constitutive models for fiber-reinforced soils.

(a)

/G,

(®)

3.0 3.0
5 CH + 0% Fiber (100 kPa) P° = 252° CH + 01% Fiber (100 kPa) @° =252°
2.5 | & CH+ 0% Fiber (200 kPa) 2.5 CH + 0.1% Fiber (200 kPa) '
2.0 | ¢ CH+ 0% Fiber (300 kPa) 20 CH + 0.1% Fiber (300 kPa)
=]
1.5 Equation 2 L 15 i a=0.8
q a=-0.9 < Equation 2 10
1.0 1.0 } i |
0.5 0.5 g
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05 - s . 05 s ' ; .
-12 -10 -08 06 -04 -02 00 02 -12 -10 -08 -06 -04 -02 00 02
8h/bs Sh/ds
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3.0
CH + 0.25% Fiber (100 kPa) 9°=252°
25 CH + 0.25% Fiber (200 kPa)
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%
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during shearing

-2 -10 -08 -06 -04 -02 00 02
Sh/és

Figure 13. Influence of the inclusion of fibers on the stress—dilatancy relationship under direct shear
conditions of CH soil: (a) 100 kPa; (b) 200 kPa; (c) 300 kPa.

4. Conclusions

This study investigated the effect of recycled polypropylene fibers on the shear

strength—dilation behavior of two lateritic soils using the stress—dilatancy relationship
for direct shear tests. The following conclusions can be drawn:

1.

The inclusion of PP fibers improved the shear strength behavior of the composites in
both soils, while the soils” initial stiffness was practically not affected;

The contribution of the fibers to the increase in the soil strength was superior in the
clayey soil and for the highest content (0.25%), observed by a substantial increase
in the friction angle. The resistance of fibers was mobilized, and soil hardening was
observed. Fibers’ orientation at the sheared interface could be observed;

The volumetric change in the clayey soil was altered by the presence of fibers under
drained shear mainly at higher stress levels. The results indicate that the presence of
fibers considerably limited the tendency for contraction. A trend of a decrease in the
volume variation was observed for higher normal stresses in the sandy soil; and
The Szypcio [38] model demonstrated the influence on the stress ratio—dilatancy
relationship during shear, which was superior for the higher fiber content in the
sandy soil. In the clayey soil, the pre-peak and post-peak phases of shearing showed
different behaviors when comparing natural and fiber-reinforced samples. Overall,
the results indicate that the stress—dilatancy relationship is affected by inclusions in
the soil mix.
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