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Abstract: Landslides triggered by extreme precipitation events pose a significant threat to human
life and property in mountainous regions. Therefore, accurate identification of landslide locations is
crucial for effective prevention and mitigation strategies. During the prolonged heavy rainfall events
in Guangdong Province between 21 May and 21 June 2022, shallow and clustered landslides occurred
in the mountainous regions of the Beijiang River Basin. This research used high-resolution satellite
imagery and integrated the Mask R-CNN algorithm model with spectral, textural, morphological and
physical characteristics of landslides in remote sensing imagery, in addition to landslide-influencing
factors and other constraints, to interpret the landslides induced by the event through remote sensing
techniques. The detection results show that the proposed methodology achieved a high level of
accuracy in landslide identification, with a precision rate of 81.91%, a recall rate of 84.07% and an
overall accuracy of 87.28%. A total of 3782 shallow landslides were detected, showing a distinct
clustered distribution pattern. The performance of Mask R-CNN, Faster-CNN, U-Net and YOLOv3
models in landslide identification was further compared, and the effects of setting the rotation angle
and constraints on the identification results of the Mask R-CNN algorithm model were investigated.
The results show that each model improves the evaluation indices, but the Mask R-CNN model has
the best detection performance; the rotation angle can effectively improve the generalization ability
and robustness of the model, and the landslide-inducing factor data and texture feature sample data
are the best for landslide identification. The research results provide valuable references and technical
support for deepening our understanding of the distribution patterns of rainfall-triggered shallow
and cluster landslides in the Beijiang River Basin.

Keywords: landslide identification; mass landslides; Mask R-CNN; Beijiang River Basin

1. Introduction

The southern region of China experiences a high frequency of rainfall-induced land-
slides, particularly under extreme precipitation conditions. This can lead to the develop-
ment of a distinct form of shallow, mass landslide hazards within specific basins. These haz-
ards exhibit unique characteristics, including small individual scales, prolonged durations,
multiple hazard locations and distinct watershed subordination features. Consequently,
they generate a cumulative and amplifying impact throughout the hazard event, resulting
in substantial damage [1–3]. In addition, the complex geological conditions in the area
are influenced by a variety of natural factors, resulting in a large number of hazards from
mass landslides, including casualties, property damage, infrastructure damage, economic
loss, ecological damage and many other aspects [4–6]. Such landslides induced by extreme
rainfall are not uncommon around the world, such as in the Andean region [7], Hong

Remote Sens. 2023, 15, 4898. https://doi.org/10.3390/rs15204898 https://www.mdpi.com/journal/remotesensing

https://doi.org/10.3390/rs15204898
https://doi.org/10.3390/rs15204898
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/remotesensing
https://www.mdpi.com
https://doi.org/10.3390/rs15204898
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/remotesensing
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/rs15204898?type=check_update&version=1


Remote Sens. 2023, 15, 4898 2 of 18

Kong [8], America [9] and Malaysia [10], where rainfall-induced landslide disasters have
caused severe human and economic losses.

Traditional methods of landslide identification are time-consuming, labor-intensive
and relatively difficult to identify for large-scale areas [11]. However, remote sensing
technology is a very effective means of obtaining topographic and geomorphological infor-
mation to identify potential landslides and landslide histories, which in turn can lead to
landslide hazard assessment and landslide risk analysis [12]. Although predicting rainfall
can effectively prevent geological disasters from occurring in advance, and some scholars
are now conducting research in this field [13], the identification of regional landslides after
extreme heavy rainfall weather events not only helps to reveal the causes and mechanisms
of landslides and provide a scientific basis for landslide prevention and control but also
helps to predict and allows for warning of landslides, thus reducing disaster losses. There-
fore, the accurate identification and monitoring of regional landslides is of great academic
and practical significance and can make a positive contribution to safeguarding people’s
lives and property, maintaining social stability and promoting economic development.

Currently, four methods are widely used in traditional large-scale landslide identi-
fication studies of remote sensing imagery: visual interpretation, image-based methods,
object-oriented methods and deep learning. The visual interpretation method is more
accurate, but it relies on expert knowledge and experience, which is costly in terms of
time and manpower, and has a relatively small scope of application and cannot be in-
terpreted quickly [14–17]. The image element–based method has the advantages of fast
recognition and high accuracy, but it requires analysis under the same resolution of the
geographical environment, which is prone to information waste and the “salt and pepper”
phenomenon [18,19]. The object-oriented method can classify objects with similar spec-
tral texture features into one category, which effectively improves recognition accuracy
and avoids the “salt and pepper” phenomenon, but many small noises will be generated
in the process of image object segmentation, and these units need to be ignored during
classification, which presents certain limitations [20–23].

With the rapid development of computer image recognition technology, the cross-
fertilization between the field of deep learning and the field of landslide detection has
become one of the current research hotspots. Many scholars have carried out research work
in this area, and some of them have proposed new algorithmic models using convolutional
neural networks to develop the principle, such as U-Net [24], DeepLab V3+ [25], Faster
R-CNN [26], Mask R-CNN [27], Yolov [28] and so on. Other scholars have improved the
algorithmic models based on their predecessors by optimizing the model structure or
combining them with other algorithms to improve the model feature extraction capability,
thus increasing the recognition efficiency [29–33]. Some other scholars believe that deep
learning network models are still inadequate in extracting features at multiple scales and
need to be improved by adding constraints to their design [34–38]. Deep learning methods
have the advantages of being adaptable and having good recognition effects, which can
better solve the problems in traditional methods and thus present a new direction for
landslide recognition.

Rainfall-induced landslides in South China are small in monolithic scale and not well
recognizable from other features such as bare land, roads and mining areas. Located in
the Beijiang basin area of South China, the area is heavily covered by vegetation and is
often affected by cloudy and rainy weather, which leads to the inability of visible light
and microwaves to penetrate effectively through the surface vegetation; the areas with a
high degree of vegetation cover in this region are also usually steeply sloped and densely
vegetated, which makes it obviously difficult to carry out field investigations [39]. There-
fore, accurate remote sensing interpretation of the landslide hazard remains a significant
challenge. The Mask R-CNN algorithm model can not only accurately detect targets in
images but also generate pixel-level segmentation masks for each detected target. It is also
able to discriminate object boundaries in complex environments, improving the accuracy of
detection segmentation. In addition, the Mask R-CNN algorithm model is able to perform
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detection and segmentation directly on the input image without additional pre-processing
steps, providing a high recognition rate and high accuracy [40].

Since He et al. [27] proposed Mask R-CNN, the algorithm has been widely used in
various fields. For example, Sui et al. [41] improved the Mask R-CNN model by introducing
the CBAM attention module to achieve façade damage detection of complex building faces
after an earthquake. In addition, Liu et al. [42] used Mask R-CNN as a base model and
introduced an attention mechanism to establish an automatic landslide identification model
for InSAR observation and achieved better results. In addition, Jiang et al. [43] used the
Sichuan–Tibet transportation corridor as the study area and combined Mask R-CNN and
migration learning methods to successfully detect old and new landslides, indicating that
the migration-learning-improved Mask R-CNN can be effectively used for landslide and
ice avalanche detection. Yang et al. [44] proposed a background enhancement method by
adding landslide triggering factors to the data as auxiliary information and compared the
applicability of Mask R-CNN, U-Net and PSP-Net methods. These research results not
only provide new ideas and methods for landslide hazard monitoring, early warning and
prevention but also promote the development and application of deep learning techniques.

This paper aims to perform remote sensing interpretation through combining the
masked R-CNN algorithm model with the constraints of spectral, structural, morphological
and physical features of landslides in remote sensing imagery. The method makes use of
the stacking of data layers to effectively extract features from the data, which improves
the precision and accuracy of landslide identification and demonstrates a good ability
to identify small, shallow landslides in southern China. First, a landslide recognition
sample dataset is established based on known landslide information, and then various
deep learning models based on sample libraries and constraints, including Mask R-CNN,
Faster R-CNN, U-Net and YOLOv3, are trained and tested to compare the recognition
accuracy of each algorithmic model. This is followed by a comparison of the effect of
different rotation angles and different combinations of constraints on the recognition of the
masked R-CNN model. Finally, the Mask R-CNN model is used to automatically extract
landslides from all the image data and to exclude erroneously identified blocks of bare
ground based on the physical characteristics of landslides. The results of this study can be
used in the investigation of shallow rainfall-type landslide disasters in mountainous areas
to provide technical methods, data support and decision guidance.

2. Study Area and Data
2.1. Study Area

From 21 May to 21 June 2022, heavy rainfall occurred in Guangdong Province, China,
under the influence of the “Longzhoushui” phenomenon, with a cumulative rainfall of
nearly 847.2 mm; in particular, from 16 to 21 June, the average rainfall reached 294 mm,
nearly seven times the normal rainfall for the period. The continuous exceptionally heavy
rainfall provided rich hydroclimatic conditions for landslide hazards, resulting in a large
number of landslides of varying sizes in the study area, with landslides mainly developing
in granite residual soil layers, and a small proportion of landslides in alluvial ditches
evolving into debris flows. Among them, 110 townships in nine counties of Shaoguan
and Qingyuan cities in the Beijiang basin were severely affected, with direct economic
losses amounting to USD 268.2 million, with Qingyuan being one of the most affected
areas during the round of heavy rainfall, posing a serious threat to local transportation and
personal property and safety [45].

The Beijiang River Basin, located between 23◦10′–25◦31′N and 115◦55′–114◦50′E, has a
total area of 46,700 km2, of which 92%, i.e., 42,900 km2, is a fan-shaped area in Guangdong
Province. The first-order tributaries are Zhenjiang, Jinjiang, Wujiang, Nanshui, Yanjiang,
Lianjiang, Jiujiang, Binjiang and Suijiang, whose geographical locations are shown in
Figure 1. The Beijiang basin has a typical subtropical monsoonal humid climate, with
cloudy and rainy weather; it has an average annual rainfall of between 1300 and 2500 mm,
with an average annual rainfall of 1800 mm in the basin, showing a decreasing trend
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from south to north. The annual precipitation is mainly concentrated between April and
September, with the longest and most intense continuous precipitation in May. The good
climatic conditions provide conditions for the growth and development of vegetation.
According to statistics, it takes about six months to restore vegetation cover to the areas
damaged by shallow landslides, which makes the work of remote sensing interpretation
somewhat difficult. The topography is mainly mountainous and hilly. The study area
is influenced by tectonic movements, with folds and fractures being more developed,
while neotectonic movements are relatively complex. The special natural geographical
environment, climatic conditions and geological conditions have led to the existence and
development of landslide hazards in the area.
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Figure 1. Location of the study area.

2.2. Data Source

In this paper, a series of datasets are used, which include remote sensing image data
from the Gaofen-1 satellite, digital elevation data, lithology data, rainfall data and the
boundary data of the Beijiang River Basin; the detailed sources are shown in Table 1. In
addition, in this paper the slope data were extracted on the basis of the DEM.

Table 1. The sources and characteristics of the data used in the paper.

Data Resolution Date Source

Panchromatic images 2 m 2022 https://www.cresda.com/ (accessed on 5 January 2023)
Multispectral images 8 m 2022 https://www.cresda.com/ (accessed on 5 January 2023)

Normalized difference
Vegetation index 30 m 2022 https://www.resdc.cn/DOI (accessed on 7 January 2023)

Digital elevation model 12.5 m https://www.resdc.cn/ (accessed on 7 January 2023)

Rainfall 1 km 2022 https://pmm.nasa.gov/precipitation-measurement-missions
(accessed on 6 January 2023)

Basin boundaries https://www.hydrosheds.org (accessed on 8 January 2023)
Stratigraphic lithology 1:500,000 http://geodata.ngac.cn (accessed on 7 January 2023)

3. Methodology

Figure 2 shows the flow chart of landslide identification based on the Mask R-CNN
model and incorporating physical mechanism–optical–morphological features of land-
slide hazards. Firstly, data collection and processing is performed, including radiometric
calibration, geometric correction, orthorectification, geometric alignment, image fusion,
resampling and normalization of the image data and geographic factor data (such as
landslide-inducing factor data, texture feature pattern data and geometry feature pattern
data). Secondly, the sample dataset and the training model are established: the sample
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dataset is established by the known landslide point data, and the geographical factors ap-
plicable to landslide identification are selected and used as constraints for the establishment
of the training model. Finally, automatic landslide hazard identification is carried out on
remote sensing images according to the training model.
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3.1. Remote Sensing Characterization of Landslides

Rainfall landslides are characterized by geomorphological features such as a wide
range of distribution, small scale and multiple groups. In the landslide development
area, the surface vegetation and soil are damaged by rainfall, resulting in exposed ground
surface and reduced vegetation cover [46,47]. These features make the landslides exhibit
distinct spectral, morphological and textural characteristics in remote sensing images and
clearly distinguish them from surrounding features [48]. Therefore, in this study, landslides
in a newly developed stage were selected as the object of study, and the Mask R-CNN
model was used for the automatic identification of landslides based on their spectral,
morphological and textural features.

3.1.1. Spectral Characteristics

In the analysis of remote sensing imagery, we were able to identify landslides of the
shallow unstable, rotational and offset slide types with some accuracy. There are significant
differences in tonality between the landslide area and the surrounding features. Areas
where landslides occur show grey or white tones, reflecting the color characteristics of
fresh soil or rock masses, while vegetation and water bodies show darker tones. Through
the comparative analysis of the brightness characteristics, we are able to exclude obvious
distracting features, thus improving the accuracy and precision of landslide identification.
In addition to this, the vegetation around the landslide area after the occurrence of the
landslide is significantly different from the vegetation in other areas, as shown in Figure 3b,c
below, where the vegetation on the slope is relatively sparse, with no huge upright trees
but a small number of smaller trees. This results in vegetation and landslides showing
significant variability in the red light band. Therefore, the NDVI normalized vegetation
index was used to enhance the delineation of vegetated and non-vegetated areas.
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Figure 3. Spectral features of landslides on remote sensing imagery: (a–c) landslides; (d) house
structures; (e) lakes and bare ground; (f) vegetation; (g) roads; and (h) water systems.

3.1.2. Textural Features

On remote sensing images, the textures of buildings, roads and other areas of human
activity differ significantly from natural features such as vegetation and bare soil and can
be effectively distinguished from each other (see Figure 4 below). Landslides are very
similar in tone to recently tilled agricultural land, but landslide textures are coarser on
the imagery, and large patchy masses can be seen on some rocky landslide imagery; thus,
texture features can be used to effectively remove buildings, roads and cultivated land. In
this paper, texture features are extracted in ENVI 5.6 from grey-scale co-occurrence matrix
images, with the window size of the statistical image element set to 5 × 5, the shift step
set to 2 and the shift direction set to 2, and the grey-scale quantization level set to 64. The
texture information used for this landslide identification includes the mean value reflecting
the grey scale of the image and the contrast reflecting the sharpness of the image and the
depth of the grooves in the texture.
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3.1.3. Geometrical Features

In terms of geometry, landslides are mostly bumpy, horseshoe-shaped, oxbow-shaped,
oval, or spatulate, without uniform morphology. As shown in Figure 5, in this study area,
tongue and spoon shapes are predominant. The landslides have broken rocks, undulating
topography, unevenly sunken local platforms on the slope surface, and steep and long
slopes; although there are landslide platforms, their area is not large, and there is a slow
dip downwards. Based on previous visual interpretations and landslide patterns in the
study area, we found that the aspect ratio of shallow landslides is usually about 2.5, where
the line segment with the greatest distance between any two points of a polygon patch is
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used as the long axis (L) of the polygon, and the short axis length is obtained by dividing
the polygon area (A) by the long axis (W = A/L).
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Figure 5. Geometric features of landslides on remote sensing imagery. The red circled area is the
detected landslide.

3.1.4. Physical Characteristics

During the occurrence of rainfall-type landslides, the movement of landslide materials
is often subject to the influence of gravity and microtopography. A certain elevation
difference will be generated within the landslide area; the elevation difference of river
floodplains and construction areas and roads, except for exposed rocks, is obviously small.
The area (A) and elevation difference (DEMmax − DEMmin) of the study area, identified
as a cluster of landslides, were extracted separately using Arcgis Pro software, and the
statistical elevation difference was quantified using the area ( (DEM max − DEMmin)/A) to
exclude disturbing features with similar spectral, texture and shape characteristics.

3.2. Creation of a Landslide Sample Database

The landslide sample database consists of three components: stacking, data extraction
and database creation [49]. As shown in Figure 6, the original one-dimensional data from
each layer are stacked to form an n-dimensional dataset containing the joint data of all
layers by stacking data layers representing different predictor variables. The joint dataset
consists of remotely sensed imagery, landslide impact factors and landslide feature factors.
Landslide samples verified in the field by drones, Google HD imagery and field surveys
are then labelled at the pixel level using the LabelMe labelling tool (Figure 7), with a total of
378 landslides labelled. The labelled results are used as a ‘positive sample’, which includes
the entire n-dimensional data of the surrounding area, and a negative sample is generated
by randomly selecting areas where no landslides have been recorded. It is necessary to
resample the input data to make the number of rows and columns consistent, as these data
come from different sources, and the data standards are not uniform. Firstly, to facilitate
training of a deep learning network, input data need to be resampled in order to have a
consistent number of rows and columns. In this paper, resampling is done using linear
interpolation, where image element values of four nearby points are used to perform linear
interpolation, assigning different weights according to distance from interpolation point.
Secondly, the input data consistency relationship should be constructed so that the data are
standardized and unified, with remote sensing images as the reference, in order to facilitate
the training of the deep learning network. Each factor is converted to a raster format with a
spatial resolution of 2 × 2 m and normalized and classified according to the Jenks natural
breakpoint method in the ArcMap program. The normalization formula is as follows:

x′i =
xi − xmin

xmax − xmin

where xi denotes the ith original data point, xmin is the minimum value in the original
dataset, xmax is the maximum value in the original dataset and x′i is the corresponding
normalized value for the ith original data point.
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3.3. Deep Learning Models
3.3.1. Fundamentals of Mask R-CNN

Mask R-CNN is an advanced instance segmentation technique that improves on Faster
R-CNN to perform both target detection and semantic segmentation. The framework of
the Mask R-CNN model is shown in Figure 8. The algorithm uses a convolutional neural
network as the backbone model to extract the convolutional features of an image and
construct a feature pyramid. In Mask R-CNN, ResNet and FPN are used as the backbone
network to process the input image and generate a feature pyramid for further feature
extraction. Candidate regions of different sizes and scales are generated on the feature
pyramid by RPN, and these potential targets are classified and bounding box–generated.
Unlike the RoI Align used by Faster R-CNN, Mask R-CNN uses a RoI Align layer to
maintain the spatial correspondence between the image and the mask, resulting in accurate
pixel-level mask prediction. Finally, each RoI alignment feature mapping provides two
branches: one for target classification and bounding box regression, and the other for
segmentation mask prediction. Mask R-CNN uses a multi-task training approach that takes
into account a combination of target classification loss, bounding box regression loss and
segmentation mask loss. Together, these loss functions drive the optimization and learning
process of the model to improve the performance of target detection and segmentation.

L = Lcls + Lbox + Lmask
Lmask = Sigmoid(maskk)

where Lcls is the target classification loss, Lbox is the bounding box regression loss and Lmask
is the kth mask loss. Lmask is defined as the average binary cross-entropy on the kth mask
and is calculated from the per-pixel sigmoid on the mask.
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The backbone network, as the basis of convolutional neural networks, is used to extract
the depth features of an image and different convolutional neural network architectures
can be selected; Mask R-CNN selects the ResNet network as the image feature extraction
network, while combining with FPN to fuse the location-accurate top-level features with the
semantic-rich bottom-level features [51]. The core idea of ResNet is constant mapping, i.e.,
replacing the original ideal mapping f(x) with f(x)− x, which can ensure a faster subsequent
feature extraction. In this paper, we use ResNet-50, a deep residual network with 50 layers,
which is a subclass of convolutional networks and is the most commonly used image
classification model. The advantage of FPN is that it can improve the accuracy and fast
detection of small objects at multiple scales without increasing the computational effort.

RPN is based on the convolutional neural network structure to further determine the
feature layers obtained by ResNet and FPN previously, filter out the locations where there
may be targets, and integrate the operation of selecting candidate regions into the target
detection framework. ROI Align is used to optimize the spatial location misalignment
problem caused by ROI Pooling. The bilinear interpolation method is used to determine the
feature value of each point in the feature map, and then pooling and other operations are
performed to improve the accuracy, solving the problem of misalignment caused by extract-
ing feature nuggets for rounding at the corresponding locations of the feature map. After
ROI Align, the uniformly sized region of interest is entered into the classification regression
branch and the mask branch. In the classification regression branch, two 1024-sized fully
connected layers are passed, and then the specific category is determined in the classifica-
tion branch. Unlike the initial category determination, the RPN only determines if it is an
object. Further fine-tuning of the centroid and aspect of the position border is performed in
the regression branch to precisely locate the object.

3.3.2. Faster R-CNN Model

The Faster R-CNN model was developed on the basis of the Fast R-CNN model [52].
The extraction of candidate regions in the network structure of Fast R-CNN is performed
by a selective search. The selective search operation mainly uses a CPU and cannot use
the high speed of a GPU; thus, the speed is still very slow. Ren et al. [26] proposed Faster
R-CNN. The network is unique in that it proposes the RPN network structure; the candidate
region search is similarly added to the training process, and RPN shares parameters with
the convolutional layer, further improving network detection efficiency. Although it uses a
convolutional neural network, it offers advantages over conventional neural networks in
terms of higher detection quality and a capacity to incorporate multiple loss functions into
a single training process. The model is said to be a true end-to-end object detection system
because it organically combines the four modules of feature extraction, region generation
suggestion, RoI merging, and classification and regression within the same network.

3.3.3. The U-Net Model

U-Net is a model based on a modified FCN proposed by Ronneberger et al. [53] in
2015 and initially applied to the task of medical image segmentation. The net structure
of U-Net consists of a compressing and an expanding path, also known as the encoder–
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decoder structure. The contraction path is used to obtain contextual information and
perform feature extraction, while the expansion path is used to accurately locate the feature
positions and to connect the feature maps in the up- and downsampling processes through
branch connections to achieve the fusion of the superficial and deep semantic information
to reduce the loss of edge information. The branch connections of U-Net fully incorporate
the features corresponding to the superficial layers during the decoding process, so that
the small samples of the data are not easy to overfit. However, U-Net’s training rate
is slow. The reason is that the network performs classification at each pixelpoint, and
segmentation requires one patch at each pixelpoint for training. The high resemblance
between neighboring pixel points causes high redundancy and thus slows down the
network training.

3.3.4. YOLOv3 Model

YOLO was first proposed by Redmon et al. [54] in 2015 as a single-step target detection
algorithm with a speed benefit over traditional two-step algorithms. YOLOv3 introduces a
new network structure, Darknet-53, and introduces residual learning features and a high
number of residual chunks to increase network depth and representativeness [55]. During
training, YOLOv3 uses a number of independent logistic regression classifiers, with the
classification prediction made via a binary cross-entropy loss function. This classifier design
enables the model to perform multiple label classification, that is, to determine whether an
object within the object boundaries belongs to the current label. In addition, YOLOv3 uses
the idea of feature pyramid networks to make predictions at three different scales, 13 × 13,
26 × 26 and 52 × 52, in order to improve detection accuracy and maintain high-speed
operation. These three scales allow information to be extracted, feature maps of varying
sizes to be fused and recognition outputs to be produced. This design enhances detection
accuracy while maintaining fast performance.

4. Experiments
4.1. Evaluation Indicators for Recognition Accuracy

In this paper, the secondary evaluation metrics precision, recall and accuracy are used
as the accuracy evaluation of the recognition model [56]. Precision shows the ratio of
correctly identified landslide hazards to the number of instances identified as landslide
hazards; recall shows the ratio of correctly identified landslide hazards to the number of
actual landslide instances; and accuracy shows the ratio of predicted landslide hazards to
correct predictions.

Precision =
TP

TP + FP

Recall =
TP

TP + FN

accuracy =
TP + TN

TP + FN + TP + FN
where TP is a true positive, which represents the landslide area accurately described by the
applied method. FP is a false positive, which is defined as the non-landslide area detected
by the applied method as the landslide area in the image. FN is a false negative, which
shows the actual landslide area not detected by the applied method. TN is a true negative,
which shows the non-landslide area detected by the applied method.

4.2. Experimental Design

The hardware environment of this research was a GeForce GTX 1080 graphics card,
an Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU E5-2680 v3 @ 250 GHz processor, and 40 GB of RAM. The experi-
mental parameters were 20 epochs, 100 steps per epoch, a batch size of 4 and a 0.0001%
learning rate.
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A first set of comparison experiments was designed to determine the applicability and
effectiveness of the proposed method. As shown in Table 2, a number of popular deep
network models (MaskR-CNN, Faster-CNN, U-Net and YOLOv3) were selected for testing
during the training process, and the training datasets were the original images and the
image data with additional geographic factors added for overlay processing. We defined
“Original satellite images” as “A” and “Original satellite images + geographical factors” as
“B”. In addition to analyzing the impact of this paper’s approach on different deep learning
models, we can also reliably assess whether the models built in this study have advantages
in landslide extraction tasks.

Table 2. Comparison of first set of experiments.

No. Deep Learning Model Training Dataset

1 Mask R-CNN A
2 Mask R-CNN B
3 Faster-CNN A
4 Faster-CNN B
5 U-Net A
6 U-Net B
7 YOLOv3 A
8 YOLOv3 B

The good or bad training effect of the deep learning model is not only related to the
model parameter adjustment; the size of the used dataset also has a significant impact on the
training effect: the larger the dataset, the better the recognition effect of the trained model
for landslide hazard recognition [57]. There are landslides with different orientations in
the study area, and the features extracted from images of the same target taken at different
azimuths can be transformed into each other using rotational angle processing to improve
the accuracy of detecting landslide hazards with different orientations. In the second part of
the work, the model will be trained again by rotating the batch size images and comparing
the recognition results with different rotation angles.

In addition, a third set of comparison experiments is designed in this paper to ana-
lyze which combination of factors in the proposed method is the key to improving the
recognition efficiency. Six comparison experiments are designed depending on the input
training dataset, as shown in Table 3. In Experiment I, the original image, the additional
landslide-inducing factor data, the texture feature sample data and the geometric feature
sample data are used as the input dataset and processed with physical features. Based
on Experiment I, Experiment II reduces the landslide-inducing factor data, Experiment III
reduces the textural feature sampling data, Experiment IV reduces the geometry feature
sampling, Experiment V reduces the physical feature processing, and Experiment VI uses
only the original image as the input data.

Table 3. Comparison of third set of experiments.

No. Deep Learning Model Training Dataset

I Mask R-CNN Original satellite images + landslide-inducing factors + textural
features + geometric features + physical features

II Mask R-CNN Original satellite images + textural features + geometric features +
physical features

III Mask R-CNN Original satellite images + landslide-inducing factors + geometric
features + physical features

IV Mask R-CNN Original satellite images + landslide-inducing factors + textural
features + physical features

V Mask R-CNN Original satellite images + landslide-inducing factors + textural
features + geometric features

VI Mask R-CNN Original satellite images
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5. Results
5.1. Comparing Different Deep Learning Models

The first set of results is shown in Table 4, which compares the test results of the
different models, each of which shows an improvement in all evaluation metrics. Among
them, the Mask R-CNN model outperforms the Faster-CNN, U-Net and YOLOv3 models
in terms of recognition performance. It improves precision and accuracy by more than
2.5% compared to the other models. Figure 9 shows the recognition results of the different
models in the test set. As can be seen from the figure, Mask R-CNN not only provides more
accurate detection results than the other models but can also segment each landslide shape
independently and shows better landslide edge segmentation results. The mask for the
recognition of large-scale landslides is more complete and fits well with the actual shape of
the landslide, while also taking into account the recognition of small-scale landslides.

Table 4. Accuracy of different deep network models.

Model Precision/% Recall/% Accuracy/%

1 75.51 78.69 78.13
2 87.31 86.54 91.29
3 72.84 73.65 76.37
4 81.71 84.39 85.58
5 65.72 70.46 68.94
6 78.47 81.73 82.46
7 64.29 67.05 66.78
8 73.33 76.53 77.85
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5.2. Dataset and Sample Processing

The rotation angle can effectively improve the precision, recall and accuracy of the
model. The results of the second set of experiments are shown in Table 5. In particular,
when the rotation angle was set to 90◦, the precision, recall and accuracy of the model
achieved 87.31%, 86.54% and 91.29%, respectively. However, when the rotation angle was
less than 90◦, the dataset was overexpanded, the precision, recall and accuracy of the model
were reduced, and the time required for model training increased significantly with the
reduction of the rotation angle. Therefore, in order to avoid the redundancy of the model
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dataset, an appropriate rotation angle should be selected in order to improve the efficiency
and accuracy of the model training.

Table 5. Results for different rotation angles.

Angle/◦ Precision/% Recall/% Accuracy/%

0◦ 81.91 84.07 87.28
30◦ 85.17 87.34 90.55
60◦ 86.67 87.73 91.71
90◦ 87.31 86.54 91.29

120◦ 85.48 86.03 90.26
150◦ 84.84 85.27 88.53
180◦ 83.66 84.82 89.85

5.3. Keys Affecting Recognition Precision

From the results of the comparison experiments in Table 6, it can be seen that the
landslide triggering factor data, the texture feature sample data, the geometric feature
samples and the execution of the physical feature processing can effectively help the model
to discriminate between the background objects and the landslides. Among them, the
landslide evoking factor data and texture feature sample data improve the accuracy of
landslide identification most clearly, with the precision increasing by 5.39% and 6.8%, the
recall increasing by 4.59% and 5.25%, and the accuracy increasing by 5.1% and 6.24%,
respectively. The increase in precision and recall is usually accompanied by an increase in
the number of correctly identified landslides and decrease in the number of incorrect classi-
fications. Therefore, based on the results obtained, it can be seen that a reasonable selection
of geographical factors can effectively improve the performance of the Mask R-CNN model
and reduce the number of misclassified and omitted landslides to a certain extent.

Table 6. Comparison of experimental results.

Lab No. Precision/% Recall/% Accuracy/%

I 81.91 84.07 87.28
II 76.52 79.48 82.18
III 75.11 78.82 81.04
IV 78.16 82.85 85.35
V 79.84 84.01 86.16
VI 72.04 74.95 79.31

6. Discussion
6.1. Analysis of Identification Results

Based on the results of the above three sets of experiments, landslides for the June
2022 extreme rainfall events that occurred in the Beijiang River Basin were identified using
a Mask R-CNN model trained on the dataset with geographical factors superimposed and
rotated by 90◦. The identification results are shown in Figure 10, where the number of
induced landslides is 3782, and the total identified landslide area reaches 4.6 × 106 m2.
However, landslides with a landslide area of more than 10,000 m2 account for less than 5%
of the total number, and landslides with a landslide area of more than 5000 m2 account
for less than 10% of the total number, suggesting that this rainfall event mainly induced
landslides of a relatively small size. Since the landslides are considered as point elements,
their geographical locations can be expressed in terms of coordinates; 3782 landslide points
were imported into ArcMap10.8. The results of the calculation using the average nearest
neighbor tool showed that the average nearest neighbor index of landslide points in the
study area was 0.398 (Figure 11a) and passed the significance test at the 0.01 confidence
level. This indicates that landslide points in the study area have a strong spatial aggregation
tendency. On this basis, the estimated kernel density was calculated to show the area of
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spatial aggregation and the degree of aggregation. The kernel density results are shown in
Figure 11b. This figure shows that the spatial distribution of landslide hazards in the study
area has a high spatial aggregation and spatial variability; the maximum value appeared
in the Beijiang River Basin and the Lianjiang River Basin, reaching more than 1.13, which
indicates that the distribution of landslides in these areas is the most concentrated. It is not
difficult to see that the results have a strong correlation with the water system.
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We comprehensively analyzed the training and validation sets based on the recognition
accuracy evaluation index to quantitatively evaluate the landslide recognition. The experi-
mental results showed that landslide detection precision reached 87.31%, recall reached
86.54%, and accuracy reached 91.29%. We conducted field validation in Lechang, Yangshan,
Lianzhou, Luyuan and Yizhang, covering a total of 378 landslide cases, to verify the effect
of the Mask R-CNN–based model with superimposed landslide recognition features on



Remote Sens. 2023, 15, 4898 15 of 18

landslide recognition accuracy. After the comparative analysis, we were able to successfully
assess the accuracy of 341 landslides, with a remote sensing detection accuracy of more
than 90%. This further validates the feasibility and high accuracy of this research method
in identifying landslides, which can be applied to identifying landslides on a large scale.

6.2. Limitations and Future Prospects

In this paper, based on datasets with different feature combinations and using physical
features to highlight landslide areas, we distinguish flat bare land, mining areas, build-
ings, etc., to reduce the misjudgment of landslides in mountainous areas. This effectively
improves the recognition efficiency and accuracy of the Mask R-CNN model for mass
landslides and provides a feasible reference solution for geological disaster investigation.
However, the limited sample size of the landslide hazard dataset used for deep learning
in this study area resulted in some omissions and misjudgments in the recognition re-
sults. Landslides can be detected by increasing the effective sample size or obtaining the
changing image information in the time period before and after the event. Moreover, the
spatial resolution of remote sensing images needs to be improved to accurately identify
rainfall-induced small mass landslides still. In addition, the spatial attributes are not con-
sidered; the geological–geomorphological and hydro-climatic conditions in the northern
and southern parts of the Beijiang River Basin are highly variable, and the key influenc-
ing factors of landslides are closely related to the geological, hydro-meteorological and
topographical features of the study area, which makes the transferability of this paper’s
method a challenge. This problem can be solved by increasing the sample size of complex
areas or cutting the study area into smaller images and setting higher weights of network
parameters for areas with complex terrain, so as to improve the problem of recognition error
caused by the imbalance between samples in different areas. Previous studies have shown
that the background information of remote sensing images can improve the generalization
ability of the model during the recognition process, but this information also interferes
with the model detection capability [58]. Therefore, it is necessary to reasonably combine
effective features or add the attention mechanism in the feature pyramid to enhance the
interrelationship between the features, and to select the landslide-related information from
a large amount of information.

7. Conclusions

In this study, a Mask R-CNN model constructed on the basis of geographic factors
affecting landslide generation and landslide remote sensing identification features is pro-
posed to address the lack of training dataset and misdiagnosis of confusing features (e.g.,
bare ground, river floodplains, buildings, roads, etc.). The method was validated using
data from June 2022 rainfall-induced landslides in the Beijiang River Basin. In addition,
Faster-CNN, U-Net and YOLOv3 models were used to compare the applicability of differ-
ent depth models with the incoming Mask R-CNN model, and the results showed that the
performance of the Mask R-CNN model was better compared to the other models, with a
precision rate of 81.91%, a recall rate of 84.07% and an accuracy of 87.28%. By comparing
the results of model training with different rotation angles, it is found that the model has the
strongest generalization ability and robustness when rotated by 90◦, which can effectively
improve the efficiency and accuracy of model recognition. By adding constraints, the
recognition accuracy and precision can be improved. From the comparison experiments of
different constraints, it can be found that superimposing landslide-evoking factor data and
texture feature sample data improves the recognition accuracy of the model. This finding
can bring improvement to different deep learning models, as it involves modifications at
the data level. However, there are still errors in the extraction results, and how to find
effective features and make reasonable combinations of them instead of simply adding
various triggering factors to train the model will become a future research trend. The
exceptionally heavy rainfall in June 2022 was a major factor in triggering this landslide.
This study can help to understand the distribution pattern of rainfall-induced, shallow,
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massive landslides in the Beijiang River Basin and provide data and technology for the
prevention of rainfall-induced geological hazards in the hilly areas of southeastern China.
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