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FigureS1 A: Kinetic of MEL and PLY-treated HepG2 cell survival using MTT assay. Cells were 

treated with the reported concentrations of the two toxins and for different time points. Data are 

presented as the arithmetic mean (SD) and statistical analysis was performed using one-way 

ANOVA Sidak's multiple comparisons test (* p < 0.05, *** p < 0.001). B: measurement of cholesterol 

levels in RBCs (left) and HepG2 cells (right) after treatment for 1h with the indicated concentrations 

of mβCD. Cholesterol levels were measured using the Amplex Red Cholesterol Assay kit and data 

are presented as % of cholesterol decrease compared to control (untreated) cells. Data are presented 

as the arithmetic mean (SD) and statistical analysis was performed using one-way ANOVA Sidak's 

multiple comparisons test for RBCs and an unpaired t-test in HepG2. C: LDH release measurement 

in HepG2 pre-treated with or without 1 mM mβCD and treated after 1h with MEL or PLY. Lactate 

dehydrogenase was quantified using CyQuant LDH Cytotoxicity assay and results are presented as 

fold increase compared to control. Maximum LDH release is a 10% lysis solution. Data are presented 

as the arithmetic mean (SD) and statistical analysis was performed using one-way ANOVA Sidak's 

multiple comparisons test (* p < 0.05, *** p < 0.001). 
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Figure S2. A: Additional images showing that simvastatin-treatment increases rafts clustering. Ex-

periment performed as in figure 4A. Scale bar 10 μm. B: Simvastatin induces a decrease in the total 

number of particles. Pictures analysis was performed using Image J software and lipid rafts cluster-

ing was evaluated counting on the green channel, the total number of spots on at least 20 cells in 

different fields. Data are presented as the arithmetic mean (SD) and statistical analysis was per-

formed using one-way ANOVA Sidak's multiple comparisons test (*** p < 0.001). C: Additional im-

ages showing that simvastatin-treatment reduces PLY binding to the membrane. Experiment per-

formed as in figure 5A. Scale bar 10 μm. 

 


