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Abstract: Piezoelectric (PZT) sensors employed in the electro-mechanical impedance/admittance
(EMI/EMA) technique are vulnerable to temperature variations when applied to concrete structural
health monitoring (SHM). However, in practice, the ambient temperature transmitted from the
air or surface to the concrete inner part is time-dependent during its monitoring process, which
inflicts a critical challenge to ensure accurate signal processing for PZT sensors embedded inside the
concrete. This paper numerically and experimentally investigated the thermal hysteresis effect on
EMA-based concrete structure monitoring via an embedded PZT sensor. In the numerical modeling,
a 3D finite element model of a concrete cube embedded with a PZT sensor was generated, where
thermal hysteresis in the concrete, adhesive coat, and sensor was fully incorporated by introducing
a temperature gradient. In the experiment, an equal-sized concrete cube installed with a cement-
embedded PZT (CEP) sensor was cast and heated for 180 min at four temperature regimes for
EMA monitoring. Experimental results, as a cogent validation of the simulation, indicated that EMA
characteristics were functionally correlated to the dual effect of both heat transfer and the temperature
regime. Moreover, a new approach relying on the frequency/magnitude of the maximum resonance
peak in the EMA spectrum was proposed to effectively compensate for the thermal hysteresis effect,
which could be regarded as a promising alternative for future applications.

Keywords: concrete structure; thermal hysteresis effect; electro-mechanical admittance (EMA); heat
compensation; structural health monitoring (SHM); embedded piezoelectric (PZT) sensor; numerical
analysis; experimental investigation

1. Introduction

Continuous on-line monitoring of concrete structures, including their external loading,
operational environment, and static/dynamic responses, holds the key to understanding
the origination, formation, and progression of structural anomalies, damage, and incidents,
which is critically significant for the prevention of catastrophic failures in a structure or
its elements. Among the numerous monitoring approaches such as acoustic emission or
piezoresistive sensors by conductive materials [1–4], the piezoelectric lead zirconate titanate
(PZT)-based electro-mechanical impedance/admittance (EMI/EMA, inverse of impedance)
technique has been sustainably attracting intensive interest in the field of concrete structural
health monitoring (SHM), involved with the monitoring of load-induced crack damages,
hydration evolution, and structural tension/compression stress development [5–8]. In the
EMI technique, a PZT patch can simultaneously serve as the sensor and actuator, relying
on its instantaneous direct and inverse piezoelectric effects. When the PZT transducer
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is attached to or embedded in a host structure via an adhesive layer/coat, its electrical
signal coupled to structural information, namely mechanical impedance, could be mea-
sured as the EMA spectrum. Any damage that occurs in the vicinity of the transducer
can be captured and reflected by the EMA variations. However, the application of the
EMI technique for monitoring in situ engineering structures is rather complicated, due to
the environmental uncertainties (such as changes in temperature, humidity, and natural
hazards). In particular, environmental temperature fluctuation is regarded as an adverse
factor, because the PZT transducer, bonding layer, and structure are all affected by tem-
perature changes [9,10]. The variations in EMA responses due to temperature fluctuations
are significant, even surpassing the changes induced by regular structural damages [10].
Moreover, temperature fluctuations exhibit time-dependent behavior in practical scenarios,
and as a result, it remains necessary to investigate the impact of the thermal hysteresis effect
on the counterparts of the electro-mechanical coupled system. It could result in inaccurate
alarms for damage diagnosis during the long-term SHM process if such associated effects
and mechanisms remain inadequately understood.

In order to gain a better comprehension of temperature influences on the EMA-based
non-destructive testing technique, many researchers have performed intensive investiga-
tions, including theoretical analyses, finite element (FE) simulations, and experimental tests.
Analytical discussions about the temperature dependency of the piezoceramic sensor and
its impedance characteristics showed that the shifting of resonance frequencies and fluctu-
ations in peak response magnitude, caused by an increase in temperature, could lead to
wrong conclusions regarding the damages of structures, such as steel beams, bolted pipes,
and composite reinforced aluminum plates [11,12]. A few models regarding an aluminum
cantilever beam [13] and a fully clamped plate [14] with attached piezoelectric wafer active
sensors (PWAS) have been proposed to reveal structural responses with consideration of
the temperature effect. In these models, temperature action was introduced by considering
the temperature dependency of both the structure and PWAS material property, which
were assumed to be uniform in each temperature condition for simplicity. In addition to an
analytical investigation, the temperature effect and corresponding measurements on new
piezoceramic devices such as low-cost piezoelectric diaphragms [15], bulk ceramics, and
piezoceramic composite [16], which interacted with aluminum structures, were respectively
presented. It was found that gradual shifts in the prominent resonance for the bonded PZT
patch on an aluminum beam specimen moved to the left against the progressive elevating
temperature [17]. Similar experiments conducted on an aluminum beam [18] and carbon
fiber-reinforced polymer panels [19] under a given temperature also indicated that the
three major characteristics, i.e., the real part, the imaginary part, and the magnitude of the
impedance signatures, exhibited the approximate resonance peaks and frequency shifts.
Furthermore, FE modeling was also carried out as a complementary investigation, profiting
from its easier implementation for some unattainable operations, such as taking thermal
responses into consideration for an additional combination of the bonding layer. Modeling
on aluminum beams bonded with the PZT patch demonstrated that the admittance signa-
tures acquired from patches with a thicker bonding layer exhibited more severe deviations
than those with a thinner one, even if subjected to the same temperature [20,21].

Intending to minimize the temperature impact and discriminate it from structural
damages, researchers have also developed a series of methods. For example, decoupling
of the impedance for the evaluation of the temperature effect indicated that the active
conductance signature had high sensitivity to structural damages and was robust to tem-
perature fluctuations [22]. A model aimed at predicting the piezoelectric susceptance
slope at any temperature to separate temperature-induced variations from those caused by
sensor defects in the impedance-based SHM was also validated via an aluminum frame
structure [23]. A technique integrating a sensor array and statistical metric analysis was
proposed to distinguish impedance signal changes derived from damage and/or tempera-
ture disturbance [24], and principles of statistical process control, along with confidence
intervals, were employed to detect saw cuts on aluminum panels within a temperature
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range, ensuring a 95% confidence interval [25]. Other approaches such as using matric,
namely the squared sum of the real impedance variation [11], artificial neural networks [26],
and the effective frequency shift method were proposed and cogently verified by experi-
ments on bolted flange-pipe joint, steel plate, steel truss, and PSC girder structures [27,28].
Recently, a polynomial interpolation-based method has been also investigated to compen-
sate for the temperature effect on impedance measurements in SHM [29]. These approaches
aimed at reducing the variations involved with vertical and horizontal shifts in admit-
tance/impedance signatures due to temperature deformation, thus contributing to avoiding
the false detection of damages. Meanwhile, the compensation effectiveness closely relies
on a comprehensive assessment of temperature influences including the thermal hysteresis
effect, which is, however, not involved in previous research.

Generally, the above investigations, mainly concentrating on the coupling responses
between the PZT transducer and metal structures, deemed that temperature is constant and
uniform in a short time for the tested specimens under normal temperature conditions. With
regard to that under extreme high-temperature conditions, the heating time is considered
for oven exposure. For example, high-temperature PWAS and its attached Ti disk were
subjected to oven testing for 30 min near 90 ◦C steps until 705 ◦C [30]. Only 10 min
was needed for temperature stabilization as it increased from room temperature up to
200 ◦C per 50 ◦C [31]. Circular PWAS transducers were heated from 50 ◦C to 250 ◦C in
50 ◦C increments at a rate of 1–2 ◦C min−1 [32]. Sometimes, an ambient temperature was
directly adopted for analyzing temperature influence, such as for a thin plate of carbon
fiber-reinforced polymers bonded with a piezoelectric transducer [33]. It is reasonable
for the mentioned homogeneous metal or thin composite structures to reach thermal
equilibrium in a short time, especially for surface-mounted PZT patches directly subjected
to thermal etching. However, few studies have focused on the temperature effect on
non-homogeneous concrete structures. Different from metal structures with their good
thermal conductivity, concrete materials are non-homogeneous, porous, and have low
thermal conductivity [34]. Therefore, they need more time to realize the balance of heat
distribution. An experiment on a mortar specimen with a PZT sensor inside showed
temperature dependence of the electric impedance spectra; however, the specimen put in
an oven for 1 h was regarded as stable at each temperature regime ranging from −20 ◦C to
40 ◦C with a heating rate of 2 ◦C/min [35]. In the previous study by the first author and his
colleagues [36], a quantification investigation of the temperature influence on EMA-based
concrete structural damage detection was performed through theoretical, numerical, and
experimental analysis, where healthy/damaged concrete specimens heated in an oven
for 1 h were employed for EMA measurements of bonded and embedded PZT sensors.
However, the temperature influence on concrete structural monitoring in the above studies
was assumed to be stable under a given time. To comprehensively assess the impact of
heating time, the primary author recently imposed surfaced-bonded PZT sensors on a
concrete structure and implemented a heating procedure as long as 180 min. The outcomes
indicated a strong correlation between the heating time and the temperature-induced
effects on EMA spectra [37]. The difference was that surface-bonded PZT sensors are
less affected by the thermal hysteresis of the inner part of concrete, while the embedded
ones are constrained by the surrounding concrete being invertible from such a hysteresis
effect. Unfortunately, time-varying thermal hysteresis effects on the EMA spectrum of
the embedded PZT transducer inside the concrete structure have remained unresolved
until now.

This paper, as a continuation of the previous paper [37], investigated the thermal
hysteresis effect on the EMA monitoring of an embedded PZT sensor in a concrete structure
using numerical modeling and experimental tests. In the numerical modeling, a 3D FE
model for a concrete cube installed with a cement-embedded PZT (CEP) sensor was first
generated in ANSYS version 17.0. Thermal hysteresis effect modeling was achieved by
full consideration of the temperature gradient on the concrete, the PZT sensor, and its
coating layer with incremental temperatures from 30 ◦C to 60 ◦C. In the experiment, a
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concrete cube was cast to undergo a thermal test at four distinct temperatures: 30 ◦C, 45 ◦C,
60 ◦C, and 75 ◦C, respectively. Under each condition, the cube was consistently heated for
180 min in an oven, with EMA measurements monitored every 10 min. Features of the
EMA spectra and statistical indices called the baseline unvaried/varied root mean square
deviation (RMSD/RMSDk) were mathematically correlated to thermal transmission. The
major contributions of this article could be specified as:

(1) The thermal hysteresis effect in thermal transmission was first investigated via the
EMA monitoring of the embedded PZT transducer inside the concrete structure.

(2) A new methodology for compensation of the thermal hysteresis effect on the EMA
spectrum was proposed using the frequency and magnitude values of the maximum
resonance peak.

The rest of this article is organized into four parts. Section 2 gives a brief introduction
to the principle of the embedded PZT model in the EMI technique, while numerical analysis
and experimental investigations on the thermal hysteresis effect on the EMA spectra and its
compensation are introduced in Sections 3 and 4, respectively. Finally, concluding remarks
are made in Section 5.

2. Embedded PZT Model in EMI Technique

There are commonly two categories of PZT sensors that interact with a target structure
in the EMI technique, namely surface-bonded and inside-embedded. For the surface-
bonded one, Liang et al. [38] proposed a one-dimensional impedance model to reveal the
energy transfer and consumption of a PZT-driven active system, where the target structure
is assumed as a one-degree-of-freedom spring-mass-damper system. When imposing a
voltage excitation in the thickness direction (‘3’) of the patch with a size of l × b × h,
extensional strain is consequently produced, motivating structural responses as mechanical
strain, as shown in Figure 1. Such strain is conversely transferred to the patch to generate an
electrical signal called the EMA spectrum. In this way, any damages affected by structural
impedance could be directly identified by EMA variations. For the 1D model of a surface-
bonded patch, only vibration in the length (‘1’) direction is considered, and the vibrations
along the width (‘2’) and thickness (‘3’) directions can be ignored.
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Figure 1. A model of PZT patch subjected to voltage excitation in its thickness vibration.

However, concerning an embedded PZT transducer, the dynamic interactions between
the patch and the structure are significantly influenced by its longitudinal vibration in
the ‘3’ direction, as noted in [39]. Since it is closer to reality when considering both
the extensional and longitudinal vibrations in ‘1’ and ‘3’ directions for the embedded
transducer, a two-dimensional model of the PZT–adhesive coat–structural interaction has
been developed [40], as shown in Figure 2. The coupling of the electrical parameters
(electrical field: E3; electrical displacement: D3) and the mechanical parameters (mechanical
strain: S1, S3; mechanical stress: T1, T3) can be expressed as:

D3 = εT
33E3 + d31T1 + d33T3, (1)

S1 =
T1 − ν13T3

YE
+ d31E3, (2)
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S3 =
−ν13T1 + ν33T3

YE
+ d33E3, (3)

where εT
33 = εT

33(1− jδ) is the electric permittivity at constant stress; YE = YE(1 + jη) is
the complex Young’s modulus at constant electric field; δ denotes the dielectric loss factor;
η is the mechanical loss factor; ν13, ν33 are Poisson’s ratios; d31, d33 are the piezoelectric
strain constants. With the aid of the definition for effective mechanical impedance, the
EMA formula of the embedded PZT model shown in Figure 2 can be derived as [40]:

Y(ω) =
4blωj

h

εT
33 −

YE(d31 + nd33)d31

1− nν13
+

YE(d31 + nd33)d31Za,e f f

(1− nν13)
(

Za,e f f + Zs,e f f

)( tanκl
κl

), (4)

where b, l, and h are the width, length, and thickness of the PZT patch, respectively; Za,e f f
and Zs,e f f are the effective impedance of the PZT transducer and structure, respectively; κ
denotes the wave number related to the angular frequency ω; ρ is the density of the patch.
n denotes the value of the mechanical coupling coefficient.
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In Equation (4), it is clear that the EMA value at any frequency point is closely asso-
ciated with both the piezoelectric parameters and structural properties including mass,
stiffness, and damping. In addition to structural damages, other parameters such as the
piezoelectric strain constant and electric permittivity could also alter the EMA values, when
they vary with temperature change [11]. Consequently, the EMA formula can be deemed
as a function related to the temperature variable. In order to quantify the EMA variations
caused by temperature, root mean square deviation (RMSD) is deemed as one of the most
effective indices in the EMI technique [10], which is expressed as:

RMSD =

√√√√∑N
i=1 (Y

k
i −Y0

i )
2

∑N
i=1 (Y

0
i )

2 , (5)

where Y0
i and Yk

i are the pristine and corresponding EMA values of the PZT at the ith
sample point for each kth case. Different from RMSD for assessing the accumulated
variation compared to the healthy state, a baseline-varied index, namely RMSDk, is also
improved to differentiate and evaluate the absolute variations of each condition, which is
expressed as [40]:

RMSDk(%) =

√√√√∑N
i=1 (Y

k
i −Yk−1

i )
2

∑N
i=1 (Y

k−1
i )

2 × 100, k = 1, 2 . . . n, (6)

where Yk−1
i is the EMA spectrum at the ith sample point and considered the baseline at the

prior state. The general and absolute variations in the EMA spectra throughout the heating
process could be effectively evaluated by utilizing these indices. The next section covers
the numerical analysis of the thermal hysteresis effect.
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3. Numerical Analysis of Thermal Hysteresis Effect on EMA Spectrum of Concrete
Cube Embedded with PZT Sensor
3.1. FE Model of Concrete Cube Installed with Embedded PZT Sensor
3.1.1. Multi-Field Harmonic Analysis for Piezoelectric and Structural Coupling Interaction

By way of Galerkin FE discretization, the linear electro-mechanical constitutive equa-
tions were integrated into a general equation of motion for a forced structural system, and
the discretization for piezoelectric analysis could be performed [20]. As is known, the finite
element method is an effective way to simulate the mechanical, electric, and polarization
behaviors of piezoelectric materials under static bending and dynamic vibration [41–44].
In this study, piezoelectric analysis was conducted to simulate the mechanical and electric
behaviors in commercially available FE software ANSYS version 17.0. The EMA of the
PZT transducer can be determined through a multi-field harmonic analysis. Employing
the FE discretization and the structural variational equation, as interpreted in [45], the
coupled FE matrix for a single-element model in electric-mechanical coupling analysis can
be indicated as:

[
[M] [0]
[0] [0]

]{{ ..
u
}{ ..

v
}}+

[
[C] [0]
[0] −

[
Cvh
] ]{{ .

u
}{ .

v
}}+

[
[K]

[
KZ]

[KZ]
T −

[
Kd
]]{{u}
{v}

}
=

{
{F}{

L + Lth
}}, (7)

where [M], [C], and [K] signify the structural mass matrix, damping matrix, and stiffness
matrix, respectively; {u} and {v} signify the vectors of nodal displacement and electric poten-
tial, respectively;

[
KZ] is the piezoelectric coupling matrix and

[
Kd
]

is the unit dielectric

conductivity matrix; {L} and
{

Lth
}

are the vectors of nodal and surface/body charges

induced by thermal variation, respectively;
[
Cvh
]

is the unit dielectric damping matrix.

The force vector {F} =
{

Fnd
}
+
{

Fth
}
+ {Fpr} including the nodal force, thermal force,

and pressure. In piezoelectric analysis, the electrical charge Q(t) is the electrical reaction
responding to an applied voltage. The current I(t) derived from the charge accumulated on
the PZT surface electrodes can be expressed as a function of the radial frequency ω and Q(t):

I(t) = jωQ(t), (8)

where ω = 2π f , f signifies the selected frequency. With the aid of Equation (8), the complex
EMA formula Y(ω) could be defined as the output current I divided by the applied voltage
V, which is expressed as:

Y(ω) =
I(t)
V

= j
2π f Q(t)

V
, (9)

3.1.2. Embedded PZT in Concrete Structural Modeling and Validation

Firstly, a free-vibrated PZT (FVP) model was generated for piezoelectric parameter
calibration, as shown in Figure 3a. The FVP patch with the size of 10 × 10 × 0.5 mm3

was modeled and simulated in ANSYS version 17.0 by utilizing the SOLID5 element,
which has eight nodes with up to six DOF at each node. Material properties of the patch
in the simulations are tabulated in Table 1. The meshing size for the numerical model
was determined as 0.25 mm by means of simulation experience and trial-and-error tests.
Experimental validation of the FVP model has been made in the previous study by the
first author [46], as shown in Figure 3b. It can be found that the resonance magnitudes of
the numerical and experimental results are compatible with the proximity in a frequency
range as wide as 0–1000 kHz, and multiple-peak characteristics at the major resonances
of the measurement are well reflected in the modeling spectrum. Much higher resonance
peaks are observed in the simulation, which is similar to previous studies [20,21], due to
the manufacturing deviation and vibrational constraints caused by soldering the patch to
lead wires in tests. More peaks in the experimental spectra could also be induced by the
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welding electrode made of Sn-Pb alloy with mass addition to the patch, while it is ideally
simplified by the completely free-free condition in the simulation.
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Figure 3. (a) FE model of FVP; (b) numerical and experimental conductance spectra of the FVP.

Table 1. Properties of PZT material in simulations.

Parameters Values

Density ρ (kg m−3) 7800
Poisson’s ratio ν 0.38

Dielectric loss factor tan δ 0.02
Damping ratio ξr 0.008

Piezoelectric strain coefficients (10−10 m V−1) −2.1/−2.1/5.0/5.8/5.8
Compliance S11/S12/S13/S22/S23/S44/S66 (10−12 m2 N−1) 15/−4.5/−5.7/19/−5.7/39/49.4

Electric permittivity εT
11/εT

22/εT
33 (10−8 F m−1) 1.75/1.75/2.12

We then conduct the simulation for creating a 3D model of a concrete cube embedded
with PZT, as a preparation for heating analysis. The properties of the patch are exactly
the same as the model in Figure 3. The boundary condition of the cube model was simply
supported according to the latter experiment. By means of the symmetrical feature of
geometrical shapes, only half of the cube model was developed in ANSYS version 17.0, and
accordingly, the patch set in the center of the cube was half-modeled, as shown in Figure 4.
At this point, the interfacial nodes along the z-plane were constrained in the z-direction.
The sizes of the concrete cube are 75 × 150 × 150 mm3, and that of the adhesive layer
are 0.5 mm at each side of the PZT thickness direction and 0.5 mm at the top and bottom
sides of the PZT length and width directions, respectively. Both the cube and adhesive
were simulated via the SOLID45 element, with each node consisting of three DOFs. The
material properties are tabulated in Table 2. The meshing size was determined according to
the literature [20], thus counterparts of adhesive and concrete solids were manually set as
0.5 mm, while an element size of 2 mm was adopted for the other solids, where a fitting
size could improve the computation efficiency. In this study, an identical damping ratio in
the harmonic analysis was conducted, i.e., 0.8%, as a robust validation for plain concrete
modeling based on our prior study [36].

After the generation of the cube model, it is verified via experimental measurement
before implementing it to investigate the thermal hysteresis effect. Here, the range of
30 ◦C to 60 ◦C was considered in the modeling based on the following considerations:
(1) This temperature range is intended to be the same as that conducted in the latter
experimental thermal test; (2) determination of such a range is expected to ensure the
accuracy of the simulation as some thermal-related parameters of piezoelectric materials
are approximately linear or have a certain relationship with temperature changes. There
may be uncertain relationships when the temperature is higher than 60 ◦C. (3) In the context
of concrete SHM in most areas, environmental temperatures are hardly higher than 60 ◦C
and most are around 20 ◦C most of the time, which could be deemed as a reference and,
accordingly, one only needs to compensate for the EMI-based SHM when it is higher than
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30 ◦C but lower than 60 ◦C. Figure 5 compares the numerical and experimental conductance
spectra within a frequency band of 0–400 kHz. Experimental measurement is obtained
from the same concrete specimen used for the thermal test in the next section. It can be
seen that the magnitudes and frequencies in the resonance of the experimental signature
are well predicted by the simulation near 160 kHz and 300 kHz, and few such resonant
peaks are due to the weak interaction between the transducer and the passive concrete
structure [7]. It is also found that the simulated magnitude of the first resonance is much
higher than the measured one, which is similar to the previous investigation [47]. The major
reason for such deviation is the challenge of accurately determining the damping ratio
value [46]; meanwhile, inhomogeneity in concrete materials simplified as homogeneous
in the simulation can also cause errors. Moreover, a few peaks are not predicted by the
simulation, which is mainly attributed to local material differences that may exist in the
real concrete cube, which results in different peak characteristics of the EMA spectra [20].
Additionally, Figure 5b compares the conductance spectra of the cube under a temperature
of 60 ◦C considering an adhesive thickness of 1 and 2 mm, and it is seen that the major
resonant peaks at the lower temperature have moved leftward for both spectra. The
magnitude of the experimental one increased significantly, and new peaks identical to the
experimental one were generated in the simulated signature, while the difference was also
enlarged due to the property change with the elevation of the temperature, which coincided
with previous studies [35,37]. Even so, reasonable matches between the numerical and
tested results motivate further heating analysis relying on the model in the next subsection.
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Figure 5. Comparison of numerical and experimental conductance spectra of PZT embedded inside
the concrete cube under (a) 30 ◦C and (b) 60 ◦C.
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3.2. Thermal Hysteresis Effect on the FE Model of Concrete Cube Installed with Embedded
PZT Sensor
3.2.1. Modeling of Thermal Hysteresis Effect on the PZT Sensor, Adhesive Coat and
Concrete Cube

In this subsection, the thermal hysteresis effect on the concrete cube model is analyzed.
Since the PZT sensor, adhesive coat, and concrete materials are all sensitive to temperature
changes [20–24], their thermal dependency is fully considered. For the PZT patch, the
coupling constant d3x exhibits an approximately linear increase as the temperature rises [37];
for instance, the magnitude of d31 increases by approximately 10% when the temperature
rises from 25 ◦C to 50 ◦C [9]. Furthermore, its density ρ, which correlates to temperature
variations, can be expressed as:

ρ = ρ0/
[
(1 + α∆T)3

]
, (10)

where α denotes the coefficient of thermal expansion, ranging from 4 × 10−6 (1/◦C) to
8 × 10−6 (1/◦C). The mathematical function between the compliance coefficient SE

11 and
temperature can be expressed as [31]:

SE
11 = −5.5633× 10−15T + 1.6541× 10−11, (11)

where T represents temperature (unit: ◦C). Moreover, the relative dielectric permittivity
coefficient ε33/ε0 increases along with elevating temperature, where the relationship can
be expressed as:

ε33/ε0 = 0.11T2 + 3.6999T + 1681.5, (12)

Regarding the epoxy adhesive, its properties including density, Young’s modulus,
and Poisson’s ratio are deemed as linearly varied with temperature elevations in normal
conditions [13,37], and the same relationships are also used here. Additionally, it has
been observed that temperature significantly degrades the elastic modulus of concrete.
In contrast, changes in geometry owing to thermal expansion have a minimal effect on
dynamic properties such as modal frequency changes. Consequently, variations in concrete
density and Poisson’s ratio could be reasonably disregarded in comparison to Young’s
modulus when considering the influence of varied temperatures [37]. In this respect,
only Young’s modulus is considered, where the relationship between it and temperature
reduction can be correlated as a linear function [7]:

E(T) = E(20 ◦C)[1− θE(T − 20)], (13)

where E(20 ◦C) is Young’s modulus of concrete at a temperature of 20 ◦C, and θE denotes the
temperature coefficient of Young’s modulus. Relying on the above functional relationships,
it becomes convenient to interpret the temperature influence on the EMA sensing results
through the FE model.

Since heat transmission within concrete materials tends to occur progressively from
the exterior to the interior subjected to a temperature-varying environment, thermal hys-
teresis in concrete and the embedded PZT sensor are specifically considered to realistically
simulate the thermal hysteresis effect on the EMA spectra. Naturally, the concrete cube
is layered into ten layers with different temperature gradients at each layer, as shown in
Figure 6. It is assumed that the entire cube undergoes a complete heating process, starting
from an initial temperature of 15 ◦C and reaching 60 ◦C in the innermost part; meanwhile,
the thermal hysteresis effect is supposed as a temperature descent gradient of 5 ◦C within
each layer from the outermost layer towards the innermost one. Hence, a total of 10 layers
and temperature cases are considered in the simulation. In the first case, the outermost
layer is maintained at 60 ◦C, followed by the second one at 55 ◦C, and the innermost one is
supposed to be 15 ◦C according to this assumption. In the second case, the second layers
gradually reach 60 ◦C and the innermost one rises to 20 ◦C with time growth or temperature
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hysteresis. By that analogy, all the layers reach 60 ◦C in the 10th case. Different from the
concrete cube, the assumption of thermal hysteresis in this study on the PZT patch and
adhesive layer is simply simulated by using the average temperature instead of the layering
operation. Given that the patch and its adhesive coat are located in the innermost region
of the cube, the average temperatures on these two counterparts are designated as 33 ◦C
in the first case, with an increment of 3 ◦C gradually up to 60 ◦C in the 10th case. By this
means, a total of ten cases are considered for investigating the thermal hysteresis effect on
the EMA behaviors. Simulation results are analyzed in the next subsection.

La ye re d concrete  c ube wi th  
em be dded PZT  se nsor

PZT pa tc h

Adhe sive l ayer

La ye re d concrete

 
 

Fig. 6 Layered concrete cube with embedded PZT model for thermal transmission analysis. 
Figure 6. Layered concrete cube with embedded PZT model for thermal transmission analysis.

3.2.2. Modeling Results of Thermal Hysteresis Effect on the EMA Spectrum of the
Cubic Model

Through the above layering operation, results of the thermal hysteresis effect on the
EMA spectrum can be obtained. It is noted that considering the possible randomness in
the manipulation of the water-proof coat for the embedded PZT sensor and its additional
influence on the EMA spectrum, two thicknesses, i.e., 1 mm and 2 mm, of coating layers
are also taken into consideration in the modeling. Figure 7 shows the evolution of the
conductance signatures of PZT with a 1-mm-thick coat layer and its magnified ones within
145–190 kHz. It is clearly seen that with the progression of heating, the resonance peaks in
the conductance spectrum shift to the left with a frequency reduction and are simultane-
ously accompanied by a slight magnitude increment. The second PZT patch’s resonance
shifts are much larger than the first one. These characteristics coincide with the earlier
findings related to the temperature effect [13–18]. However, compared with the baseline in
Figure 7, Figure 8 shows that the thicker adhesive layer generates twin peaks in the first PZT
resonance, with a lower resonance frequency of approximately 135 kHz. This phenomenon
is mainly attributed to the stiffness reduction, and in turn, increasingly dominates the PZT
patch’s resonances [20]. Additionally, an increase in the coating thickness significantly
enlarges the number of frequency shifts and magnitude increments in the major resonance
with the heat transfer growth and shrinks the variations in the second resonance when
compared to that in Figure 7. In other words, thick coat layers could aggravate the thermal
hysteresis effect on the EMA spectra. In this case, constraint reduction on the PZT patch
caused by softening in the adhesive coat becomes more momentous for the thicker one
during the heat transfer progress. In view of this case, the adverse impact of the adhesive
coat on the overall frequencies/magnitudes of signatures associated with the thermal
hysteresis effect needs to be alleviated through reasonable restriction of its thickness.

To specifically quantify the EMA variations, the resonance frequency shifts in the major
resonance peaks near 160 kHz and 200 kHz in Figures 7 and 8 are selected as indicators,
in addition to the RMSD index as shown in Figure 9. Indices and fitted curves indicate
that although the frequency shifts of the PZT resonance almost linearly increased with heat
transfer growth, the sensor with a 2 mm coat layer shows an increasing slope over 4 times
greater than that of the one with the 1 mm coat layer. Maximum horizontal frequency shifts
of the sensor with a thick coat are magnified by 6.5 times that of the thin one at the end of
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heating. These findings are similar to the test results from bonded PZT sensors [17], where
the amount of phase shift for 7.3 times thick bonding is almost 10 times that of the thin
bonding when subjected to the same temperature. Furthermore, Figure 9b indicates that
the RMSD index and its fitting curves for the sensor with a thicker coat layer show much
larger values and higher growth rates than those for the thinner one, which conforms to
the Napierian logarithm and linear equation, respectively. Similarly, an increase in the coat
layer aggravates the thermal hysteresis effect, as 5.4 times the RMSD amplification between
the two coat layers is observed after heating is finished. These results are further validated
in the experimental test in the next section.
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Figure 8. Evolution of conductance signatures in frequency band of (a) 0–400 kHz, (b) 149–215 kHz
for embedded PZT sensor with 2 mm coat layer in concrete cube under heating.
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Figure 9. (a) Resonance frequency shift, (b) RMSD index of conductance signatures of PZT patch
with 1 mm/2 mm adhesive layer embedded in the concrete cube under heating.
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4. Experimental Investigation of Thermal Hysteresis Effect on EMA Spectrum of
Concrete Cube Installed with CEP Sensor
4.1. Experimental Setup

For rigorous validation of numerical analysis, an equal-sized concrete cube was em-
ployed in the thermal experiment. Before that, a CEP transducer was prepared through
three steps for integration, which is similar to the previous work [46], as shown in Figure 10.
Firstly, a PZT patch with a size of 10 mm × 10 mm × 0.5 mm was soldered by two lead
wires. Then, an epoxy adhesive coat approximately 0.2 mm in size was covered on the
patches to make it waterproof. It should be noted that the adhesive near the soldering point
was much thicker (approximately 1.2 mm) than that on the patch due to the waterproof
necessity. In the third step, the patch was put in the center of a cubic plastic mold with sizes
of 20 mm × 20 mm × 20 mm and subsequently filled by cement mortar, of which the ce-
ment mix proportion was set as 1.27:1:5.57 (i.e., water:cement:sand) and the corresponding
strength was 10 MPa. After demolding the cement mortar within 5 days, the formed CEP
transducer underwent normal curing for 29 days before being embedded into the concrete
cube. In this way, it was sufficient for the cement mortar to reach full cure and exclude its
own influence. Figure 11 compares the conductance and susceptance spectra obtained from
the FVP patch and CEP transducer. It can be found that within a frequency range as wide
as 0–1000 kHz, the wrapping operation by cement mortar merely changes the resonance
frequencies near 160 kHz, 500 kHz, and 800 kHz of the PZT patch but drops the resonance
magnitudes down significantly, which reflects the availability of CEP transducer.
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Likewise, the concrete cube cast for the heating test was sized 150 mm× 150 mm× 150
mm. Mix proportions of the cube were set as 1: 0.380:1.065:2.485 (i.e., cement:water:sand:
aggregate), and its strength grade was designed as 30 MPa. The material properties of
concrete are tabulated in Table 3. With regard to concreting the specimen, the concrete mix
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was first poured into a cubic plastic mold until it reached half height, and then the available
CEP sensor was fixed in the center until pouring was finished. It proceeded to coagulate
and demold after 24 h and underwent continuous curing in standardized conditions over
a period of 28 days. When the concrete became mature, it was subjected to a thermal test
for EMA monitoring. In this experiment, a commercially available impedance analyzer
(i.e., Agilent 4294A) connected to a laptop was built for the EMA measuring system, as
shown in Figure 10. A total of four temperature cases of 30 ◦C, 45 ◦C, 60 ◦C, and 75 ◦C were
designated in an electric oven. The specimen was successively heated for 180 min in each
case, and the EMA spectra were measured and collected at an interval of 10 min until that
time as well. Thus, there are normally 18 groups of EMA signals. Unfortunately, only 17
and 14 groups of EMA measurements were obtained for temperatures of 30 ◦C and 45 ◦C,
because an unexpected malfunction occurred in the oven during the tests. Measurement
analysis is presented in the next section.

Table 3. Characteristics of concrete.

Cement Grade Maximum Size of Coarse Aggregate Slumps w/c Sand Ratio
32.5 MPa 31.5 mm 35–50 mm 0.38 0.3

4.2. Experimental Results
4.2.1. Qualitative Analysis of Thermal Hysteresis Effect on the EMA Behaviors

Figure 12a–d show the evolution of 0–400 kHz conductance signatures of the cube
under heating temperatures of 30 ◦C, 45 ◦C, 60 ◦C, and 75 ◦C, where the magnified first
resonance within 120–170 kHz is additionally displayed. It is clearly seen that with heat
transfer growth, the conductance spectra generally display a horizontal left shift and
vertical magnitude amplification in the resonance peaks for all the temperature cases. This
varying characteristic cogently verifies the simulation results in Figures 7 and 8, which is
also similar to the experimental results related to the temperature effect [37]. As mentioned,
the softening of the bonding layer under increasing temperature reduces the stiffness of the
adhesive coat, thus amplifying the shear lag effect and, in turn, diminishing the stiffening
effect caused by the surrounding concrete to induce the leftward shift of PZT resonance
peaks [17]. Another noticeable observation in Figure 12 is that the horizontal and vertical
shifts in conductance signatures are gradually amplified when the temperature rises from
30 ◦C to 75 ◦C. It is reasonable in this case that the higher the temperature is, the faster the
heat transmissions are. Within an identical heat transfer time, a higher temperature softens
the adhesive coat more seriously and also affects structural impedance and the capacitance
of the piezoelectric sensor to shift horizontally and vertically along with the resonant peaks
of electric impedance [13,48]. In this respect, the EMA spectrum can be deemed susceptible
to the dual effect of both the heat transfer time and temperature regime.

To qualitatively evaluate this dual effect on the EMA variations, the phase frequency
and amplitude response in the first resonance peak are correlated to heat transfer time, as
plotted in Figure 13. It can be found that the phase frequency gradually decreases over heat
transfer time for all the temperature conditions. However, the slope drops more rapidly
towards lower values as the temperature increases. The phase frequency gap between each
temperature becomes larger over the heat transfer time, suggesting that the temperature
influence on phase frequency is amplified with the growth of heat transfer time, although
subject to a constant temperature. Fitting curves (FCs) of the phase frequency with heat
transfer time is in accordance with the negative Napierian logarithm function for cases of
temperature less than or equal to 60 ◦C, which can be expressed as:

y1 = −m1 ln x + n1, (14)

where y1 denotes the resonance frequency at the peak of 147 kHz and x denotes the
heat transfer time. The values of constants m1 and n1 are tabulated in Table 4. For the
temperature case of 75 ◦C, the resonance frequency gradually decreases via heating by
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130 min. It does, however, abnormally increase and continues upward until the end
of heating. This could be regarded as a distortion of EMA responses caused by high-
temperature generation, because the PZT performance may behave more drastically due to
the nonlinear variations of the dielectric constant and piezoelectric coupling constant when
the temperature climbs higher than 60 ◦C [49].

Buildings 2023, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 14 of 23 
 

4.2. Experimental Results 
4.2.1. Qualitative Analysis of Thermal Hysteresis Effect on the EMA Behaviors 

Figures 12a–d show the evolution of 0–400 kHz conductance signatures of the cube 
under heating temperatures of 30 °C, 45 °C, 60 °C, and 75 °C, where the magnified first 
resonance within 120–170 kHz is additionally displayed. It is clearly seen that with heat 
transfer growth, the conductance spectra generally display a horizontal left shift and ver-
tical magnitude amplification in the resonance peaks for all the temperature cases. This 
varying characteristic cogently verifies the simulation results in Figures 7 and 8, which is 
also similar to the experimental results related to the temperature effect [37]. As men-
tioned, the softening of the bonding layer under increasing temperature reduces the stiff-
ness of the adhesive coat, thus amplifying the shear lag effect and, in turn, diminishing 
the stiffening effect caused by the surrounding concrete to induce the leftward shift of PZT 
resonance peaks [17]. Another noticeable observation in Figure 12 is that the horizontal 
and vertical shifts in conductance signatures are gradually amplified when the tempera-
ture rises from 30 °C to 75 °C. It is reasonable in this case that the higher the temperature 
is, the faster the heat transmissions are. Within an identical heat transfer time, a higher 
temperature softens the adhesive coat more seriously and also affects structural imped-
ance and the capacitance of the piezoelectric sensor to shift horizontally and vertically 
along with the resonant peaks of electric impedance [13,48]. In this respect, the EMA spec-
trum can be deemed susceptible to the dual effect of both the heat transfer time and tem-
perature regime. 

  
(a) 

  
(b) 

0

0.0002

0.0004

0.0006

0.0008

0.001

0.0012

0.0014

0.0016

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Co
nd

uc
ta

nc
e 

(S
)

Frequency (kHz)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

T=30℃

0

0.0002

0.0004

0.0006

0.0008

0.001

0.0012

0.0014

0.0016

122 132 142 152 162 172

T=30℃

Leftward shift

0

0.0005

0.001

0.0015

0.002

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Co
nd

uc
ta

nc
e 

(S
)

Frequency (kHz)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

T=45℃

0

0.0005

0.001

0.0015

0.002

120 170Frequency (kHz)

T=45℃

Leftward shift

Buildings 2023, 13, x FOR PEER REVIEW 15 of 23 
 

  

(c) 

  
(d) 

Figure 12. Evolution of conductance signature within 0–400 kHz and magnified within 120–170 kHz 
for the cube heated for 180 min at (a) 30 °C, (b) 45 °C, (c) 60 °C, and (d) 75 °C. 

To qualitatively evaluate this dual effect on the EMA variations, the phase frequency 
and amplitude response in the first resonance peak are correlated to heat transfer time, as 
plotted in Figure 13. It can be found that the phase frequency gradually decreases over 
heat transfer time for all the temperature conditions. However, the slope drops more rap-
idly towards lower values as the temperature increases. The phase frequency gap between 
each temperature becomes larger over the heat transfer time, suggesting that the temper-
ature influence on phase frequency is amplified with the growth of heat transfer time, 
although subject to a constant temperature. Fitting curves (FCs) of the phase frequency 
with heat transfer time is in accordance with the negative Napierian logarithm function 
for cases of temperature less than or equal to 60 °C, which can be expressed as: 𝑦 = −𝑚 ln 𝑥  + 𝑛 , (14) 

where y1 denotes the resonance frequency at the peak of 147 kHz and x denotes the heat 
transfer time. The values of constants m1 and n1 are tabulated in Table 4. For the tempera-
ture case of 75 °C, the resonance frequency gradually decreases via heating by 130 min. It 
does, however, abnormally increase and continues upward until the end of heating. This 
could be regarded as a distortion of EMA responses caused by high-temperature genera-
tion, because the PZT performance may behave more drastically due to the nonlinear var-
iations of the dielectric constant and piezoelectric coupling constant when the tempera-
ture climbs higher than 60 °C [49]. 

In contrast to the resonance frequency, the resonance amplitude at the same peak 
shows it uniformly rising with heat transfer time, between which the relationship is expo-
nential when the temperature is below or equal to 60 °C. The higher temperature corre-
sponds to the more sharply upward fitting curve before 90 min. FCs for the resonance 
amplitude, satisfied by the positive power-function, can be denoted as: 

0

0.0004

0.0008

0.0012

0.0016

0.002

0.0024

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Co
nd

uc
ta

nc
e 

(S
)

Frequency (kHz)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

T=60℃

0

0.0004

0.0008

0.0012

0.0016

0.002

0.0024

120 130 140 150 160 170

T=60℃

Leftward shift

0

0.0004

0.0008

0.0012

0.0016

0.002

0.0024

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Co
nd

uc
ta

nc
e 

 (S
)

Frequency (kHz)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

T=75℃

0

0.0004

0.0008

0.0012

0.0016

0.002

0.0024

120 130 140 150 160 170

T=75℃

Leftward shift and
reverse back after
130 mins

130 mins

Figure 12. Evolution of conductance signature within 0–400 kHz and magnified within 120–170 kHz
for the cube heated for 180 min at (a) 30 ◦C, (b) 45 ◦C, (c) 60 ◦C, and (d) 75 ◦C.
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Figure 13. FCs of (a) phase frequency and (b) amplitude response with heat transfer time of the first
resonance in the conductance signatures at different temperatures.

Table 4. Coefficients in Equation (13).

Temperature Coefficients Value Coefficients Value Standard Error

30 ◦C m1 2369 n1 153,209 0.918
45 ◦C m1 4012 n1 156,483 0.950
60 ◦C m1 5954 n1 162,385 0.972

In contrast to the resonance frequency, the resonance amplitude at the same peak shows
it uniformly rising with heat transfer time, between which the relationship is exponential
when the temperature is below or equal to 60 ◦C. The higher temperature corresponds to
the more sharply upward fitting curve before 90 min. FCs for the resonance amplitude,
satisfied by the positive power-function, can be denoted as:

y2 = m2(x)n2 (15)

where y2 denotes the resonance amplitude at the peak of 147 kHz; the values of constants
m2 and n2 are tabulated in Table 5. Similar to the resonance frequency, the amplitude plot
in the case of 75 ◦C versus heat transfer time is distorted to decrease after heating by 90
min. These findings demonstrate that the thermal hysteresis effect on the EMA spectra
has no obviously stable state when temperature generation is under or equal to 60 ◦C
in the ultimate range of 180 min conducted in this experiment. Hence, a longer heating
investigation may be necessary for future work.

Table 5. Coefficients in Equation (14).

Temperature Coefficients Value Coefficients Value Standard Error

30 ◦C m2 0.0008 n2 0.1289 0.954
45 ◦C m2 0.0007 n2 0.206 0.948
60 ◦C m2 0.0007 n2 0.238 0.960

4.2.2. Quantification of Thermal Hysteresis Effect on the EMA Behaviors

In addition to the qualitative analysis of EMA variations, quantification of the be-
haviors is also attempted via employing RMSD indices. Figure 14 shows the RMSD and
RMSDk indices derived from the conductance signatures associated with heat transfer time.
As expected, the RMSD index, reflecting the accumulative signature variations, increases
gradually with heat transfer progression. Similar to the resonance amplitude, RMSD plots
show a positive growth trend and satisfy the Napierian logarithm function plotted by
dotted lines in Figure 14a, which can be denoted as:

y3 = m3 ln x− n3, (16)

where y3 denotes the RMSD values versus heat transfer time, and the values of constants m3
and n3 are tabulated in Table 6. Different from RMSD, the RMSDk index reflects the absolute
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amount of signature changes. Hence, its plots decrease and regressively attenuate to low
levels by dotted lines in Figure 14b, which approximately satisfies the power-function:

y4 = m4(x)−n4 , (17)

where y4 denotes the RMSDk values at each heat transfer time, and the values of constants
m4 and n4 are tabulated in Table 7. Using these relationships integrated with EMA char-
acteristics is more complete for understanding the thermal hysteresis effect on the sensor
behaviors. It is worth mentioning that similar to the resonance frequency and amplitude
variations, the RMSD and RMSDk plots at the temperature of 75 ◦C show abnormally
downward reduction and upward increment after heat transfer time of 130 min, respec-
tively, which are attributed to the unusual distortions in EMA spectra contaminated by
high temperature, as mentioned. Again, relying on the observations from Figure 14, it is
not seen as a stable state for the RMSD or RMSDk plots even though the specimen has been
subjected to the same heat generation by 180 min. Therefore, taking these two aspects into
consideration, an extension of this experiment to longer-time heating tests is still needed
in future research, especially in extremely hot environments. The next section further
discusses the compensation of the thermal hysteresis effect using a new approach.
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Figure 14. FCs of the (a) RMSD and (b) RMSDk indices versus heat transfer time at different
temperature conditions.

Table 6. Coefficients in Equation (13).

Temperature Coefficients Value Coefficients Value Standard Error

30 ◦C m3 14.571 n3 40.056 0.998
45 ◦C m3 26.317 n3 75.667 0.990
60 ◦C m3 36.083 n3 102.510 0.993
75 ◦C m3 30.884 n3 70.436 0.929

Table 7. Coefficients in Equation (14).

Temperature Coefficients Value Coefficients Value Standard Error

30 ◦C m4 89.790 n4 0.855 0.809
45 ◦C m4 48.818 n4 0.564 0.629
60 ◦C m4 218.881 n4 0.866 0.812
75 ◦C m4 192.740 n4 0.771 0.795

4.3. Compensation for Thermal Hysteresis Effect Using the Maximum Resonance Peak

In order to minimize the thermal hysteresis effect on the EMA spectra, a new method-
ology using the frequency and magnitude shifts of the maximum resonance peak is also
attempted in this section. The main idea for this methodology is to select the maximum
resonance peak PComT(f (i), G(i)) in the conductance spectrum, and recover the measured
signature at the referenced heating state (RHCom), compensating fr a baseline state (BHBas)
in each temperature condition. Four steps could be conducted to perform the compensation
procedure, as follows:
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Step 1: Selecting the maximum resonance peak in the baseline of the conductance
spectrum for a concrete structure under a referenced temperature condition, which could
be expressed as:

PComT = Max Pi( f (i), G(i)), (18)

There is a cogent basis from at least three aspects for supporting the use of the max-
imum resonance peak as compensation: (1) The resonance and anti-resonance frequen-
cies of a PZT-coupled structural system can be clearly identified as definite peaks in the
conductance spectra, and in turn, the peaks express the resonance characteristics [9,10].
(2) Shifts in the resonance peaks are merely caused by heating without damage interference;
therefore, all the peaks correspond to the same information. (3) The maximum resonance
peak plays a dominant role in the conductance behaviors, as depicted in Figure 12.

Step 2: Restoration of horizontal frequency shifts for the selected conductance peak
under a target temperature condition. Since the location of the maximum peak is deter-
mined by its phase and magnitude, the method is accordingly divided into two consecutive
steps: The horizontal and vertical compensation. As mentioned previously, the maximum
resonance peak shows a dual dependence on both the heat transfer time and tempera-
ture regime, leading to the idea that horizontal compensation should take both of these
dependencies into account. Such horizontal compensation is realized by employing a
variable frequency shift ∆, at each sample point that forms the spectrum, as expressed in
the following equation:

fCom(i) = fBas(i) + ∆ f (i)(TCom − TBas), (19)

where fCom(i) denotes the ith sample of the frequency spectrum related to the RHCom
signature, ∆ f (i) denotes the ith horizontal shift per minute, which is applied to compensate
each frequency sample from a compensated state TCom to a baseline state TBas, and fBas(i)
is the ith sample used in estimating the frequency spectrum related to the BHBas signature
at a certain temperature.

Step 3: Restoration of conductance magnitude for the selected conductance peak under
the target temperature condition. After the horizontal compensation, the vertical shift in
the frequency spectrum can be corrected, by using the following equation:

GCom(i) = GBas(i) + ∆GV(i)(TCom − TBas), (20)

where GCom(i) denotes the ith sample of the conductace spectrum related to the RHCom
signature, ∆GV(i) denotes the ith vertical shift per minute, and GBas(i) is the ith sample
estimated to compose the conductance spectrum related to the BHBas signature at a certain
temperature. Using Equations (19) and (20), it is convenient to perform the compensation
algorithm.

Step 4: Validity assessment of the compensation effect. In this step, the correlation
coefficient deviation metric (CCDM) is also employed, which can be expressed as [14,25]:

CCDM = 1−
E
{[

Go(ωi)−
−
Go

]
×
[

G1(ωi)−
−
G1

]}
σGoσG1

, (21)

where E[.] denotes the expectation operation; Go(ωi) and G1(ωi) denote the conductance

signatures at the ith frequency before and after compensation, respectively;
−
Go and

−
G1

signify the mean values of corresponding conductance signatures, respectively; σGo and σG1
denote the standard deviation values of corresponding conductance signatures, respectively.
Different from the previous compensation methods suitable for metal structures, such as
that based on an effective frequency shift [27,28] or polynomial regression [29], this method
escapes trial-and-error tests in selecting the shift amount from tremendous resonance
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peaks once the maximum is determined among the limited ones, thus saving tedious
computational costs.

Here, the referenced heating state is 10 min, and to validate the effectiveness of the
algorithm, the heating states of 60 min and 170 min at 30 ◦C and 70 min and 180 min at
60 ◦C are selected for compensation tests, respectively. Compensating results are shown
as the conductance area in Figure 15. It can be found that the conductance area increment
induced by heating growth is significantly reduced by compensation for temperatures of
30 ◦C and 60 ◦C, which indicates the favorable efficacy of the compensation method. As
shown in Figure 16, quantification of the compensation results also shows that the CCDM
index decreases from 8.95% and 22.61% to 1.48% and 3.69% for heat transfer times of 60
min and 170 min at 30 ◦C, respectively, while it declines from 42.61% and 88.78% to 6.10%
and 12.48% for heat transfer times of 70 min and 180 min at 60 ◦C, respectively. After
compensation, heating-induced conductance variations can be reduced by approximately
6 and 7 times for temperatures of 30 ◦C and 60 ◦C, respectively. This compensation
result is compatible with previous methods [27,28]. Even though some discrepancies
between the compensated and real contour lines still exist, as shown in Figure 15b,d, such
inconsistencies observed in the resonance peaks are sometimes challenging to anticipate
due to experimental uncertainties such as noise and secondary temperature effects on
impedance signatures, as well as the shift or increase/decrease in amplitude [10,29]. It
is also noted that the compensation method proposed here should be further testified
by detecting concrete structural defects through more experimental investigations since
several defects such as concrete crack initiation (stiffness reduction) and fatigue could
also lead to a horizontal shift without significant changes in the amplitude of impedance.
Validity assessment of the compensation method using CC only may remove valuable
information about these defects compensated by this method. Therefore, new indicators
may be required to evaluate the compensation effect in a more comprehensive way.
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Figure 15. Conductance of CEP installed in the concrete cube at temperature of 30 ◦C (a) before and
(b) after compensation, and 60 ◦C (c) before and (d) after compensation.
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Figure 16. CCD index for the conductance measured at temperature of (a) 30 ◦C and (b) 60 ◦C when
heated for 70 and 180 min before and after compensation.

5. Conclusions

This paper numerically and experimentally investigated the thermal hysteresis effect
and its compensation on the EMA monitoring of a concrete structure with an embedded
PZT sensor.

In the numerical modeling part, a 3D FE model for a concrete cube installed with an
embedded PZT sensor was generated and employed for thermal transmission analysis
from 30 ◦C to 60 ◦C. The modeling results demonstrated that (1) the heat transfer progress
amplifies the temperature-induced EMA variations, where resonance peaks in conductance
spectra shift with a frequency reduction and magnitude increment. (2) The maximum
frequency shift and RMSD index of the sensor with a thin coat are magnified in comparison
with those of the sensor with a thick one (6.5 and 5.4 times in this study, respectively) at the
end of heating, which reveals significant aggravation of the thermal hysteresis effect by an
increase in coat thickness.

In the experimental investigation, a concrete cube installed with a CEP sensor was
cast for a thermal test, which was heated for 180 min at four elevated temperatures of
30 ◦C, 45 ◦C, 60 ◦C, and 75 ◦C, respectively. Experimental results, as a cogent validation of
the numerical results, indicated that (1) the heat transfer progress mainly causes gradual
leftward and upward shifts in the resonance peaks of the EMA spectra in all temperature
cases, which are amplified by temperature elevation. (2) Phase frequency and resonance
amplitude aligned with heat transfer time were found to be in accordance with the negative
Napierian logarithm and positive power functions, respectively. (3) Quantification of the
EMA variation using RMSD/RMSDk indices also satisfied the Napierian logarithm and
the power-function. (4) Anomalies in the resonance frequency and amplitude behaviors
at a temperature of 75 ◦C indicated that potential distortion of EMA spectra of embedded
PZT transducer could be induced by high-temperature generation. (5) Furthermore, a new
methodology using frequency and magnitude shifts of the maximum resonance peak was
attempted to compensate for the thermal hysteresis effect. Compensating results indicated
that the conductance area increment induced by heating growth was significantly reduced
by approximately 6 and 7 times for the two selected temperatures, which is promising for
future applications.

Although promising results were attained, there are still limitations. (i) Since an
anomaly in the resonance frequency and amplitude behaviors was observed at a temper-
ature of 75 ◦C, the limited temperature range in this study warrants more investigations
into the behavior of the embedded PZT patch under a wider range of extremely high
temperatures. (ii) Inconsistencies that existed in some resonance peaks of the signatures
after compensation also left a gap for improving the robustness of the proposed algorithm,
relying on extensional tests under extreme temperatures. (iii) The proposed compensation
technique is likely not suitable for compensation under minor temperature fluctuations due
to the randomness of resonance peaks, particularly when encountering complex situations
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mixed with structural damage. (iv) Compensating for the extreme high-temperature effect
in the EMA technique is also worth further investigation. (v) Some loss of valuable infor-
mation may occur merely based on the CC indicator-based assessment for compensation,
and accordingly, new indicators are supposed to be built up to evaluate the compensation
effect in a more comprehensive way. (vi) Extending the approach into practice still faces
the challenge that baseline data of EMA measurements might not be always available in
real-world scenarios, hence developing a baseline-free compensation method may be more
useful in practice.
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