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Abstract: The valveless micropump based on dual synthetic jets is a potential fluid pumping device
that has the ability to transport fluid continuously. In order to improve the performance of this
device, a novel valveless continuous micropump based on dual synthetic jets with a Tesla structure
was proposed by combining a double Tesla symmetrical nozzle and a dual synthetic jets actuator.
The mechanism of the novel micropump and its flow field characteristics were analyzed, combined
with numerical simulation and a PIV experiment. The performance of the novel micropump was
compared with that of a dual synthetic jet micropump based on a traditional shrinking nozzle. The
novel micropump achieved continuous flow with a larger and more stable flow rate in one cycle. The
maximum pump flow speed reached 12 m/s. Compared with the traditional type, the pump flow
rate was increased by 5.27% and the pump flow pulsation was reduced by 214.93%. The backflow
and vortex inside the nozzle were prevented and inhibited effectively by the Tesla structure. The
velocity and influence range of the pump flow increased with the intensification of driving voltage in
a certain range.

Keywords: dual synthetic jets actuators; Tesla structure; valveless micropump; continuous jet flow

1. Introduction

The microfluidic system holds immense potential for a wide range of applications, in-
cluding drug delivery [1–3], biochemical applications [4–8], robotics [9,10], micro-electronics
cooling [11–13], and more. As the core of this system, micropump plays a crucial role in
its overall functionality. It can be used for energy conversion, directional and quantitative
fluid transfer, and even as a power source for micro-robots. Without the micropump, the
whole system would not work properly. Micropumps can be classified into two categories:
mechanical and non-mechanical [14]. Non-mechanical micropumps can generate con-
stant/steady flows (compared with oscillatory pumping). Their performance, however, is
often limited by the properties of the selected fluid. Mechanical micropumps often use the
motion of a solid (such as a gear or diaphragm) or liquid to generate the pressure difference
needed to move fluid. The motion often causes an unsteady flow. The piezoelectric pump
is a type of non-mechanical micropump that utilizes the inverse piezoelectric effect of
piezoelectric materials. The application of alternating current excitation can deform the
piezoelectric material, thereby driving the fluid. The piezoelectric pump has the advan-
tages of a compact structure, low energy consumption, a flexible control mode, and fast
response times. Valveless piezoelectric pumps are particularly noteworthy as they enable
the directional transport of fluid by optimizing the pump structure. This design avoids the
hysteresis of the mechanical valve under high-frequency conditions and the problem of
fatigue damage.
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Conventional valveless pumps, such as contract/expansion tube valveless pumps, are
not widely applicable in microfluidic systems due to their shortcomings, such as their in-
ability to continuously discharge and large outflow pulsation. In 1998, Glezer, A. et al. [15]
developed the first piezoelectric synthetic jet actuator (SJA) with superior working charac-
teristics, which has been extensively studied by researchers and introduced into the field
of micropump research [16]. Luo, X.B. et al. [17] first applied synthetic jets to a microp-
ump in 2002. The feasibility of a synthetic jet micropump was verified through numerical
simulation, providing a novel approach for valveless micropump design. Building on this
foundation, Luo, Z.B. et al. [18] designed a valveless micropump based on synthetic jets
with a filter by employing two piezoelectric diaphragms in 2005 that avoided the blockage
caused by impurities from the outside and significantly increased the flow rate of the pump.
Dau, V.T. et al. [19], Choi, J.P. et al. [20], He, X.H. et al. [21], Munas, F.R. et al. [22], and
Van, L.L. et al. [23] developed different structures for valveless piezoelectric micropumps
based on synthetic jets, such as the planar [19,20,22,23] and vertical [21] structures, and
carried out a large number of numerical simulations and experimental studies on them.
Through excellent structure design, these researchers enabled the micropump to have the
ability of directional fluid transport and improved the directivity of fluid flow. Some of
them achieved a continuous pumping flow of the micropumps [21–23]. However, these
micropumps had some drawbacks, such as a less compact structure, insufficient develop-
ment space for synthetic jets, low pump flow, and large pulsations. Tran, C.D. et al. [24]
proposed a micropump based on synthetic jets with a Tesla coupled nozzle in 2020 on the
basis of these predecessors. Through the novel Tesla coupled nozzle, the energy contained
in the vortices on either side of the synthetic jet was utilized during the blowout phase.
During the suction stage of the pump, the main stream stagnated, causing the cavity to
only absorb air from the side roads. However, this design still has some drawbacks, such
as unstable pump flow and an inability to withstand high ballasts.

In summary, although the valveless micropump based on synthetic jets can generate a
continuous jet flow through the structure design, there are some issues such as unsteady
pump flow, ballast invalidation, and low energy utilization rate. The fundamental reasons
for this are that the synthetic jet actuators cannot pump fluid continuously and the envi-
ronment on both sides of the diaphragm is inconsistent. In 2006, the piezoelectric dual
synthetic jets actuator (DSJA) was invented by Luo, Z.B. et al. [25,26], which solved the
above problems by sharing one PZT diaphragm with two cavities. Building on this innova-
tion, Luo’s team developed a continuous micropump based on dual synthetic jets [27] and
conducted numerical simulations and performance analyses on it. The simulation results
showed that the micropump had the characteristics of continuous flow and low pulsation.

In order to further improve the performance of the continuous micropump based on
dual synthetic jets, this paper designed a novel valveless continuous micropump based
on dual synthetic jets with a Tesla structure. This micropump combined the novel double
Tesla symmetrical nozzle with a dual synthetic jets actuator. The mechanism and flow field
characteristics of the novel micropump were analyzed through numerical simulation and
particle image velocimetry (PIV) experiments, which laid a theoretical foundation for the
engineering application of a valveless continuous micropump based on dual synthetic jets.

2. Structure and Numerical Methods
2.1. Structure and Mechanism

The structure and specific parameters of the novel micropump designed in this paper
are shown in Figure 1. The micropump was composed of a nozzle and actuator cavity. The
actuator cavities featured two shrinking outlets. The interior of the nozzle contained a
flow guide baffle, two suction channels, and a Tesla symmetrical structure. The idea of this
structure was inspired by the Tesla principle of preventing undesired backflow. The outlet
area of the nozzle measured 3 mm × 30 mm.
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Figure 1. Structure of the novel micropump: (a) the interior structure and specific parameters; (b) the
appearance of the material object.

The working mechanism of the valveless continuous micropump based on dual
synthetic jets is illustrated in Figure 2. The piezoelectric diaphragm underwent an inverse
piezoelectric effect under the external alternating current excitation, vibrating in the actuator
cavity along the normal direction of the diaphragm. In the first half cycle, as shown
in Figure 2a, when the piezoelectric diaphragm vibrated to the left, the left cavity was
compressed, while the right cavity expanded. The compressed air in the left cavity formed
a jet in the left outlet of the actuator cavity. Under the action of the Coanda surface
at the bottom of the flow guide baffle, the jet flowed into the main channel along the
curved surface. The jet was in the forward flow state and was directly expelled through
the nozzle contraction outlet and stabilization section, unaffected by the Tesla backflow
channel through which it flowed. At the same time, the right cavity expanded and formed
a low-pressure region. Since the Tesla structure only allowed the fluid to pass through in
one direction, it could obstruct the reverse flow of the main channel. Therefore, the right
cavity could only take in air from the outflow field through the suction channel. In the
second half cycle, the diaphragm vibrated to the right; thus, the flow field was contrary to
the above description. The left cavity provided the main flow in the first half cycle, while
the right cavity did so in the second half cycle, resulting in a continuous flow within one
cycle at the nozzle.
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2.2. Numerical Model and CFD Method

The established two-dimensional numerical model of the valveless continuous mi-
cropump based on dual synthetic jets is shown in Figure 3. The numerical model used was
the X-L model [28]. The velocity inlet boundary condition was given directly in terms of its
time-dependent displacement. The calculation expression was as follows:

ux = 2π f Am· sin(2π f t + Φ0), ul(l, t) ≈ 0 (1)

where ux(l, t) and ul(l, t) are, respectively, the axial and radial components of the velocity
at any point on the surface of the diaphragm (x1, l), where Am is the amplitude of the center
point of the diaphragm.
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Figure 3. Two−dimensional numerical model.

In this study, the UDF file was imported to define the velocity inlet. The diaphragm
vibration amplitude was specified as Am = 0.01857 mm and the frequency was specified as
f = 600 Hz. Then, the formulas were as follows:{

u1x = 0.7 sin(2π·600·t)
u2x = 0.7 sin(2π·600·t + π)

(2)

where u1x and u2x are the normal velocities of the left and right diaphragm, respectively.
The simulation software used in this study was Ansys Fluent 2021R2. The SST k-ω

turbulence model was selected for numerical calculation. The vibration diaphragm adopted
the velocity inlet boundary while the wall adopted the non-slip wall boundary, and the
surrounding outlet was set as the pressure outlet. The fluid medium was an incompressible
gas. The pressure-based solver was chosen for calculation as it requires a small amount
of memory and has a high degree of resilience in solving, making it suitable for a wide
range of flow systems, from low-speed incompressible flows to high-speed compressible
flows. The Semi-Implicit Method for Pressure Linked Equations (SIMPLE) was used for the
pressure and velocity coupling, and the momentum and energy equations were discretized
using the second-order upwind scheme. Structured grids were employed throughout
the computational domain, which was locally encrypted inside the nozzle and at the exit.
The number of grids was 244,666. A cycle of the actuator was divided into 80 steps for
calculation, that is, the time step ∆t = 1/80T = 1/(80 × 600)s = 2.08333 × 10−5s.
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2.3. Grid Independence Verification

The numerical calculation was carried out on the two-dimensional models, with the
number of grids being 60,000, 130,000, 240,000, and 400,000 by learning a considerate
method [29]. After calculating for 50 cycles, the instantaneous flow rate curve in the nozzle
outlet within two cycles was obtained, as shown in Figure 4. The instantaneous flow
rate results calculated by the four grid quantities had few differences. The difference and
average flow rate are shown in Table 1. The flow rate decreased slightly with the increase
in the number of grids and gradually tended to be stable. Compared with the calculation
results where the number of grids was 400,000, the errors in the calculations with the other
numbers of grids were, respectively, 4.74%, 2.15%, and 0.92%. In order not to compromise
the calculation accuracy and efficiency, this paper adopted a model with a grid number of
240,000 for numerical calculation.
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Table 1. Grid quantity and average flow rate.

Number of Grids Average Flow Rate (m3/s) Difference from 400,000 Results (%)

60,000 0.02632 4.74
130,000 0.02567 2.15
240,000 0.02536 0.92
400,000 0.02513 ——

2.4. PIV Experimental Method

The composition of the PIV experimental system is shown in Figure 5. The PIV
system mainly included a high-energy dual-channel laser, three-dimensional light
guide arm, 24 mm F/2.8 long lens, 532 ± 5 nm narrow-band filter, cross-frame CCD
camera (2456 × 2056), synchronous frequency-locking controller, image acquisition
card, and MicroVec V3 system PC software. The micropump was placed in a plexiglass
chamber (200 mm × 200 mm × 600 mm), which was filled with smoke particles less
than 4µm in diameter as PIV tracer particles. Two signals with the same frequency
and phase were generated by the signal generator, one of which was provided to
the actuator by the piezoelectric ceramic driving power supply, and the other was
used as the external trigger signal of the synchronous controller to realize the phase-
locked measurement of the flow field. In the experiment, the image magnification
was 21.3136 µm/pixel. The operating frequency of the time-averaged flow field image
acquisition was 7 Hz. The images taken at this frequency could be traversed through
the whole cycle of the valveless duel synthetic jet micropump. A total of 50 pairs of
images were taken, and the mean value of the images was taken as the velocity vector
of the time-averaged flow field. A cycle of the valveless dual synthetic jet micropump
flow field was divided into 16 phase points by using synchronization and phase-locked
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technology, and 10 pairs of images were taken for the flow field at each phase point.
The mean value was taken as the velocity vector of the phase point. The laser light
was located at the middle section of the micropump, and the nozzle exit pointed to the
laser light.
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3. Results and Analysis
3.1. Instantaneous Flow Field

A cycle could be divided into four stages according to the diaphragm vibration regularity
(taking the left cavity as the research object): accelerated blowing stage, 0 < t ≤ 1/4T (the first
stage); deceleration blowing stage, 1/4T < t ≤ 1/2T (the second stage); accelerated suction
stage, 1/2T < t ≤ 3/4T (the third stage); and deceleration suction stage, 3/4T < t ≤ T (the
fourth stage).

Figure 6 shows the velocity and streamline of the flow field in the simulation and
the PIV diagram of the operation of the valveless micropump based on dual synthetic
jets in one cycle. When t = 1/4T, as shown in Figure 6a, the left cavity of the micropump
was at the end of the accelerated blowing stage. At this stage, the entire micropump was
manifested as accelerated blowing in the left cavity and accelerated suction in the right
cavity. The air in the left cavity was constantly compressed and ejected from the left cavity
outlet. Under the action of the Coanda effect, the jet flowed into the left main channel along
the curved surface at the bottom of the flow guide baffle. The jet then continued to develop
downstream and was expelled after flowing through the nozzle contraction outlet and
stabilization section. During the accelerated blowing stage, the air at the edge of the cavity
outlet experienced strong shear action from the jet stream, leading to the formation of a
vortex inside the suction channel. The vortex sucked up part of the main stream, resulting
in an overflow shunt at the upper end of the channel. The vortex also drove the overflow
shunt to move back into the main stream to avoid flow loss. The jet in the contraction outlet
deflected towards the center at the end of the flow guide baffle and collided with the wall
of the contraction outlet, causing some of the air to separate from the main stream and flow
into the Tesla backflow channel. The air in the Tesla backflow channel flowed along the
channel and collided with the air in the right main channel, forming a mass of large and
small whirlpools that prevented the right cavity from inhaling air in the right main channel.
Therefore, the right cavity outlet could only inhale air from the outside through the right
suction channel. This entire process also elucidated the working mechanism of the Tesla
structure, specifically, how it functioned to impede the reverse flow.
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The PIV diagram shows that there was a clear air inhalation phenomenon around the
right suction channel, which was asymmetric in comparison to the left side. This suggested
that the right cavity was currently inhaling air from the outside through the right suction
channel. In the left suction channel, some air was observed escaping from the channel,
confirming the presence of a vortex in the left channel. The flow field around the left and
right suction channels was consistent with the simulation results.

When t = 1/2T, as shown in Figure 6b, the left cavity of the micropump was at the end
of the deceleration blowing stage. At this stage, the left cavity was still being compressed,
but the degree of compression was constantly decreasing, as was the intensity of the jet
from the left cavity. The jet ejected in the previous stage developed into the left main
channel. The high-speed flow generated low pressure in the left main channel, allowing
external air with relatively high pressure to enter the left main stream via the left suction
channel due to the pressure difference. There was also a pressure difference between the
main jet in the contraction outlet and the relatively static air in the right main channel.
Additionally, the main jet had an ejection effect on the air in the right main channel, making
the air flow into the main jet. Since it was then at the end of the deceleration blowing stage,
the right cavity no longer inhaled air. The air inhaled from the outside during the previous
period had no time to stagnate and flowed directly into the right main channel under the
guidance of the structure, supplementing the air in the right main channel. These figures
illustrate the complete jet flow phenomenon from the exterior into the main jet.

As observed in the PIV diagram, the air speed near the right suction channel at this
stage was significantly reduced compared with the previous stage. This indicated that the
right cavity was at the end of the deceleration suction stage, and the suction speed was
greatly reduced. During this time, the inhaled air was added to the right main channel, and
the left suction channel was slightly inhaling air. This action, which was contrary to the
previous stage, also confirmed the phenomenon described in the simulation: the outside
air was replenished in the left main channel due to the pressure difference.

Figure 6c,d, respectively, show the flow conditions of the micropump when t = 3/4 t
and t = T. In these periods, the left cavity was at the end of the accelerated suction stage and
the deceleration suction stage, respectively, and the flow conditions were exactly opposite
to those when t = 1/4T and t = 1/2T. In the first half cycle, the micropump was characterized
by left blowing and right suction, while in the second half cycle, it was characterized by
left suction and right blowing. Consequently, the micropump exhibited continuous flow at
the jet nozzle within a single cycle.

3.2. TimeMean Flow Field

Figure 7 shows the time-mean flow field of the micropump in one cycle. Within a cycle,
the micropump continuously inhaled air from the outside. The air flowed successively
through the suction channel, the flow guide baffle, and the main channel, and was finally
ejected through the nozzle, showing a shape similar to the steady jet outside the nozzle.
This process realized the micropump function of directional transport air. In addition,
the time-mean flow field had a clear dividing line at the throat outlet of the cavity, which
indicated that the cavity did not eject or inhale air in one cycle, and the total mass flow rate
of the cavity in one cycle was still zero, although there was a mass exchange between the
cavity and the outside surroundings.

The velocity distribution and maximum velocity magnitude at different altitudes
(0 ≤ HY ≤ 18 is equal to 16 mm ≤ Y ≤ 34 mm) are given in Figure 8a, showing the
law of velocity distribution in a downstream flow. At position HY = 0, the velocity
presented unimodal symmetry, with lower magnitude on both sides of the center and
a large velocity gradient in the X direction. At position HY = 3, the central maximum
velocity magnitude and the velocity on both sides of the center increased. For the
velocity gradient in the X direction, the gradient decreased on both sides of the center
but increased in the middle. As HY continued to grow, the peak magnitude of the
unimodal symmetric velocity distribution gradually decreased; this was accompanied
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by a larger range on both sides of the center and a flatter distribution. Due to the
wall boundary layer on both sides of the nozzle stabilization section at HY = 0, the
velocity magnitude here was close to 0. The jet was compressed and ejected at the nozzle
contraction section. The closer the jet was to the center, the higher the energy was. The
energetic central jet formed strong shear with the stationary air in the boundary layer,
thus showing a unimodal symmetric velocity distribution. When HY increased, the
wall limit disappeared, and the jet gradually expanded to both sides. The expansion
became clearer with the increase in altitude. After expansion, the energy concentrated
in the middle of the jet was dispersed to both sides, resulting in the development of
velocity distribution from unimodal symmetry to flat. The velocity (maximum velocity)
of the flow field center at different altitudes was obtained, as shown in Figure 8b.
As the distance increased, the maximum velocity magnitude first increased and then
decreased, reaching a maximum at approximately 12 m/s at position HY = 3, and was
approximately linear at the velocity decay stage.

Actuators 2023, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 9 of 16 
 

 

finally ejected through the nozzle, showing a shape similar to the steady jet outside the 
nozzle. This process realized the micropump function of directional transport air. In ad-
dition, the time-mean flow field had a clear dividing line at the throat outlet of the cavity, 
which indicated that the cavity did not eject or inhale air in one cycle, and the total mass 
flow rate of the cavity in one cycle was still zero, although there was a mass exchange 
between the cavity and the outside surroundings. 

 
(a) (b) 

Figure 7. The velocity and streamline time−mean flow field of the micropump in one cycle: (a) over-
view of time−mean flow field; (b) partial view of time−mean flow field. 

The velocity distribution and maximum velocity magnitude at different altitudes (0 
≤ 𝐻  ≤ 18 is equal to 16 mm ≤ Y ≤ 34 mm) are given in Figure 8a, showing the law of 
velocity distribution in a downstream flow. At position 𝐻 = 0 , the velocity presented 
unimodal symmetry, with lower magnitude on both sides of the center and a large veloc-
ity gradient in the X direction. At position 𝐻 = 3, the central maximum velocity magni-
tude and the velocity on both sides of the center increased. For the velocity gradient in the 
X direction, the gradient decreased on both sides of the center but increased in the middle. 
As 𝐻  continued to grow, the peak magnitude of the unimodal symmetric velocity dis-
tribution gradually decreased; this was accompanied by a larger range on both sides of 
the center and a flatter distribution. Due to the wall boundary layer on both sides of the 
nozzle stabilization section at 𝐻 = 0, the velocity magnitude here was close to 0. The jet 
was compressed and ejected at the nozzle contraction section. The closer the jet was to the 
center, the higher the energy was. The energetic central jet formed strong shear with the 
stationary air in the boundary layer, thus showing a unimodal symmetric velocity distri-
bution. When 𝐻  increased, the wall limit disappeared, and the jet gradually expanded 
to both sides. The expansion became clearer with the increase in altitude. After expansion, 
the energy concentrated in the middle of the jet was dispersed to both sides, resulting in 
the development of velocity distribution from unimodal symmetry to flat. The velocity 
(maximum velocity) of the flow field center at different altitudes was obtained, as shown 
in Figure 8b. As the distance increased, the maximum velocity magnitude first increased 
and then decreased, reaching a maximum at approximately 12 m/s at position 𝐻 = 3, 
and was approximately linear at the velocity decay stage. 

Figure 7. The velocity and streamline time−mean flow field of the micropump in one cycle: (a) overview
of time−mean flow field; (b) partial view of time−mean flow field.

Actuators 2023, 12, x FOR PEER REVIEW 10 of 16 
 

 

  
(a) (b) 

Figure 8. Average velocity in the nozzle downstream: (a) velocity distribution of the downstream at 
different positions (−5 ≤ X ≤ 5, 0 ≤ 𝐻  ≤ 18); (b) average velocity in the center line (X = 0, 0 ≤ 𝐻  ≤ 
18). 

The PIV experimental system was used to photograph the real flow field downstream 
of the micropump. Time equalization processing was carried out and the simulation flow 
field was compared, as shown in Figure 9. At this time, the diaphragm driving voltage 
was 150 V and the driving frequency was 660 Hz. The real flow field diagram shows that 
the jet flowed out continuously from the nozzle, and there was no backflow at the nozzle 
exit. The downstream velocity field was similar to that of the steady jet flow and was in 
agreement with the simulation results. Outside the suction channel, the suction velocity 
shown in the PIV diagram was not clear. This was because as the momentum during the 
suction process was smaller than that during the injection process, the disturbance caused 
by the suction process was weaker. Additionally, after the air had flowed into the suction 
channel, the camera of the PIV device was unable to capture the particles, resulting in 
inaccurate shots of the flow field in this region. Figure 10 compares the velocity distribu-
tion of the real flow field with the simulation result at 𝐻 = 3. The velocity distribution of 
the real flow field also presented a form of unimodal symmetry, which was in high agree-
ment with the simulation result. 

 
(a) (b) 

Figure 9. Comparison of time−mean flow field: (a) simulation results with streamline; (b) PIV ex-
periment. 

Figure 8. Average velocity in the nozzle downstream: (a) velocity distribution of the downstream at
different positions (−5 ≤ X ≤ 5, 0 ≤ HY ≤ 18); (b) average velocity in the center line (X = 0, 0 ≤ HY ≤ 18).

The PIV experimental system was used to photograph the real flow field downstream
of the micropump. Time equalization processing was carried out and the simulation flow
field was compared, as shown in Figure 9. At this time, the diaphragm driving voltage was
150 V and the driving frequency was 660 Hz. The real flow field diagram shows that the jet



Actuators 2023, 12, 226 10 of 16

flowed out continuously from the nozzle, and there was no backflow at the nozzle exit. The
downstream velocity field was similar to that of the steady jet flow and was in agreement
with the simulation results. Outside the suction channel, the suction velocity shown in
the PIV diagram was not clear. This was because as the momentum during the suction
process was smaller than that during the injection process, the disturbance caused by the
suction process was weaker. Additionally, after the air had flowed into the suction channel,
the camera of the PIV device was unable to capture the particles, resulting in inaccurate
shots of the flow field in this region. Figure 10 compares the velocity distribution of the
real flow field with the simulation result at HY = 3. The velocity distribution of the real
flow field also presented a form of unimodal symmetry, which was in high agreement with
the simulation result.
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3.3. PIV Results Analysis

By changing the driving voltage amplitude, the micropump performance and down-
stream flow field changes were investigated. The PIV system was used to photograph the
time-mean flow field of the micropump under different driving voltage amplitudes, as
shown in Figure 11. As shown in the figure, the shape of the downstream jet did not change
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as the driving voltage amplitude increased, but the influence range of the jet expanded.
Here, the angle between the two rays was used to measure the influence range of the jet.
Table 2 shows the relationship between voltage amplitude and the angle.
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Table 2. Experimental voltage amplitude and angle parameters.

Experimental Serial Number Driving Voltage Amplitude (±V) Influence Area Size (◦)

Case1 150 38.5
Case2 180 40.5
Case3 210 43.1
Case4 240 42.2

At Y = 40 mm, which was 24 mm downstream of the nozzle, the influence range of
the jet increased from 38.5◦ (in voltage 150 V) to 43.1◦ (in voltage 210 V), representing an
increase of 11.95%. When the driving voltage amplitude was 240 V, the influence range
was slightly reduced to 42.2◦. Although the range of influence decreased somewhat, it may
have been caused by the shooting error. Thus, with the further increase in driving voltage
amplitude, the range of influence gradually tended to stabilize.

The velocity magnitude of the flow field center (X = 0 mm) in the range of Y = 17~40 mm
was extracted and compared, as shown in Figure 12b. When the voltage was 150 V, the
velocity reached its maximum at approximately Y = 20 mm and decayed with the increase in
distance. When the voltage was increased to 180 V, the velocity generated by the diaphragm
increased, and the velocity of the downstream flow field also increased significantly. The
maximum velocity magnitude grew from 11 m/s to approximately 13.5 m/s. The local
velocity of the corresponding position also integrally increased by approximately 1–2 m/s,
and the penetrability of the jet was enhanced. As the driving voltage continued to rise, the
maximum velocity of the jet decreased slightly by approximately 0.5 m/s, but the velocity
at the same position still increased. Moreover, the position of the maximum velocity moved
downstream constantly. The maximum velocity was near Y = 18 mm at 180 V, Y = 20 mm at
210 V, and Y = 22 mm at 240 V. It is known from previous studies that the influence range of
jets increases with voltage amplitude. Since the jet developed downstream in an “S” form, the
larger influence range meant that the jet was “getting fatter”. Although the velocity generated
by the diaphragm increased after the voltage rose, the “fatter” jet led to a dispersion of energy
in the jet center. Thus, the maximum velocity of the jet was reduced, which also indicated that
the penetrability of the micropump had reached the threshold.
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Figure 12c shows the velocity distribution at Y = 32 mm under different driving
voltage amplitudes. With the growth in voltage, the velocity magnitude presented an
overall upward trend, which was reflected in the increase of the maximum velocity and
both sides. The area enclosed by the velocity distribution curve and the coordinate axis
became larger, which meant that the larger the flow rate, the more gas could be transported
and the stronger the transport capacity. Therefore, although increasing the voltage could not
effectively improve the penetrability of the micropump jet, it could enhance the transport
capability of the micropump.

3.4. Comparison with the Traditional Shrink Nozzle

In order to reflect the advantages of the novel Tesla symmetrical nozzle over the
traditional shrink nozzle, a simulation investigation of the shrink nozzle was carried out.
The structure is shown in Figure 13, which adopted the same CFD method. The number of
grids was 173,428.
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Figure 13. Structure of nozzle: (a) Tesla symmetrical nozzle; (b) shrink nozzle.

Figure 14 shows the flow field inside the shrink nozzle in one cycle. In the first stage,
large vortices were formed on both sides inside the nozzle. Part of the main jet flowed
into the right vortex under attraction, taking away the energy. At the same time, attracted
by the vortex, the main jet deflected to the right at the end of the flow guide baffle and
impinged on the wall of the contraction outlet, further consuming the energy of the main
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jet. The figure also shows that at the bottom of the right vortex, some air flowed out of the
vortex and was sucked into the right cavity along with the gas in the suction channel. This
phenomenon is called “self-absorption”. This phenomenon hinders the jet from developing
downstream, affecting the speed of the jet, and can even cause the jet to continuously
circulate in the nozzle. Therefore, the occurrence of the “self-absorption” phenomenon
should be avoided as far as possible. In the second stage, the two vortices were still in
existence. At this time, there was no energy being continuously added to the main jet. The
main jet, which had not yet developed downstream, could not resist the attraction of the
right vortex and was sucked into it, increasing the energy of the right vortex.
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Throughout the whole cycle, vortices always existed on both sides due to the nozzle
that had no Tesla structure. This carried several disadvantages. Firstly, the energy of the
main jet was weakened by the vortices, which reduced the strength and flow rate of the
downstream jet. Secondly, the attraction effect of the vortex made the main jet deflection
angle excessive at the end of the flow guide baffle, resulting in the poor directivity of the
jet in the downstream direction. Finally, the vortex inside the nozzle made the flow field
more complicated, resulting in large and irregular flow rate fluctuations at the nozzle outlet.
Figure 15 shows the instantaneous volume flow rate curves of the two structures. The
instantaneous volume flow rate of the shrinking nozzle was slightly greater than that of
the nozzle with the Tesla structure in some moments, but most times, it was not. From
the perspective of average volume flow rate, the average volume flow rate of the shrink
nozzle within two cycles was 0.02409 m3/s and that of the Tesla symmetrical nozzle was
0.02536 m3/s, an increase of 5.27%. From the perspective of flow rate stability, the flow
rate of the shrink nozzle was not periodic, and the difference between the maximum and
minimum instantaneous flow rate was as high as 0.00907 m3/s. Although the flow rate
of the Tesla symmetrical nozzle also fluctuated, the maximum difference in instantaneous
flow rate was only 0.00288 m3/s. Compared with the contraction nozzle, the fluctuation
degree was greatly reduced by 214.93%. In addition, the flow rate of the Tesla symmetrical
nozzle was also periodic, which means that the value of the flow rate at any time could be
obtained according to the periodic law.
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This shows that the Tesla symmetrical nozzle was superior to the contraction nozzle
in all aspects. First of all, the Tesla structure inside the nozzle could play a directional
diversion role on the shunt generated by the main jet impinging on the wall surface of
the contraction outlet. This allowed the shunt to be re-injected into the main jet through
the Tesla backflow channel, and this energy could be reused to avoid waste. Secondly, the
Tesla structure could eliminate the vortex, which improved the flow rate and made the flow
fluctuation small and periodic. Finally, the Tesla structure could also effectively stagnate
the backflow, and its unique unidirectional conduction function prevented the jet in the
nozzle from being sucked into the cavity again; thus, the “self-absorption” phenomenon
did not occur.

4. Conclusions

In this paper, a novel valveless continuous micropump based on dual synthetic jets
with a Tesla structure was designed. Numerical simulations and PIV tests were carried out.
The following conclusions were obtained:

(1) The novel valveless continuous micropump based on dual synthetic jets with a Tesla
structure could realize the directional transport of fluid. Through the reciprocating
vibration of the diaphragm, the micropump could periodically inhale fluid from both
sides and alternately eject the jet from the nozzle. It was able to continuously eject the
fluid within one cycle and the pumping flow rate was relatively stable.

(2) The numerical simulation results showed that the downstream time-mean flow field
of the micropump presented a unimodal symmetry pattern. The maximum velocity
on the center line of the flow field increased first and then decreased as the distance
from the nozzle outlet grew. It appeared at a distance of 3 mm from the nozzle outlet
and reached 12 m/s. Even at a distance of 24 mm, the velocity reached 6 m/s.

(3) The PIV results showed that the influence range of the micropump jet could be
effectively enlarged by increasing the driving voltage amplitude within a certain
range (±150 V~±210 V), and the maximum influence range was 43.1◦. With the
increase in driving voltage amplitude, the maximum velocity of the micropump jet
first increased and then remained at a stable value. At 180 V driving voltage, the
maximum velocity reached 13.5 m/s. Although the increase in the voltage could not
effectively improve the maximum velocity of the jet, it could enhance the transport
capability of the micropump.

(4) Compared with the traditional shrinking nozzle, the double Tesla symmetrical nozzle
could eliminate the internal vortex and enhance the flow rate by 5.27%, making the
flow rate more stable and periodic.
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