Table S1. Growth performance of steers over three collection periods in high- and low-density diets.

I H diet? L diet? SEM 3 p —value *

tem HP1  HP2  HP3 LP1  LP2 LP3 Diet (D) Period (P) DxP

Initial body weight, kg 4663 466.9 1437 0.978
Final body weight, kg~ 508.6 5346 5714 4962 5191 5525 1414  0.450 <0.001 0305
Feed intake, kg/d ~ 11.1lab 1122ab 11.48a 10.11b 10.40ab 11.05ab  0.29 0.098 <0.001  0.001
Energy intake, Mcal/d ~ 28.11a 2839 29.04a 2377b 2444b 2596ab  0.72 0.004 <0.001  0.003
Protein intake, kg/d ~ 1.32a  1.34a  137a 1.06b 109  116b 003  <0.001  <0.001  0.004
Average daily gain, g/d 1409 85 1228 976 763 1114 8785  0.049 0.002  0.101
Feed conversion ratio> 830 1342 950 1089 1426 1014 096 0.237 0.001 0378

Notes:! H = high-density diet, HP1 = samples of the first month of H diet, HP2 = samples of the second month of H diet, HP3
= samples of the third month of H diet.? L = low-density diet, LP1 = samples of the first month of L diet, LP2 = samples of the

second month of L diet, LP3 = samples of the third month of L diet. 3 SEM = standard error of means. * D x P indicates
interaction effects between dietary density and collection period. > Feed conversion ratio was calculated as: feed intake

(kg/d)/average daily gain (kg/d). a—b: different superscripts indicate significant differences within a row (p <0.05).



