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Figure S1. Literature Search Flowchart 

 

 

 

 

PubMed Central (PMC)  
Nov. 28, 2020 
N=1,788 Hits 

1,788 abstracts manually reviewed 

Excluded = 1,542 

Included = 246 

Included = 30 Reference lists reviewed 

National Library of Medicine PubMed  
Nov. 28, 2020 

N=402 Hits 

342 abstracts manually reviewed  

Excluded = 127 

Included = 215 

Included = 1 

Duplicates removed Excluded = 60 

Reference lists reviewed 

Web of Science: Core Collection  
Dec. 20, 2020 

N=228 Hits 

124 abstracts manually reviewed  

Excluded = 79 

Included = 45 
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Reference lists reviewed 

Google Scholar  
Dec. 20, 2020 

N= “about 30,100 results” (first 200 relevant results used) 

118 abstracts manually reviewed  

Excluded = 36 
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Reference lists reviewed 

Total Included Articles  
Page 1 = 619 

(Go to page 2) 

Total Excluded Hits  
Page 1 = 2,030 
(Go to page 2) 
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Embase  
Dec. 20, 2020 

N=247 Hits 

110 abstracts manually reviewed  

Excluded = 57 

Included = 53 

Included = 0 

Duplicates removed Excluded = 137 

Reference lists reviewed 

MEDLINE  
Dec. 28, 2020 

N=326 Hits 

146 abstracts manually reviewed  

Excluded = 40 

Included = 106 

Included = 0 

Duplicates removed Excluded = 180 

Reference lists reviewed 

PsycINFO 
Dec. 28, 2020 

N=190 Hits 

49 abstracts manually reviewed  

Excluded = 27 
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Included = 0 

Duplicates removed Excluded = 141 

Reference lists reviewed 

Total Included Articles 
From Page 1 = 619 
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610 Articles Screened by Full Text. 

Inclusion Criteria: 

• All ages 
• OECD countries 
• Quantitative data 
• Published between 2008-Dec. 

28, 2020 
• Available online 
• Available in English 
• Depression, Anxiety, PTSD, Self-

harm, Suicidal Ideation, or 
Suicide 

• Economic recession or financial 
hardship 

 

Total Included Articles = 127 

Total Excluded Articles = 3,285 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Total Excluded Hits After 
Abstract Review= 2,802 Hits 

(From page 2) 
 

Total Included Articles After 
Abstract Review = 610 Articles 

(From page 2) 
 

Exclusion Criteria: 

Full text not accessible online 
N=10 

Full text not available in English 
N=7 

Non-peer reviewed 
N=40 

Non-OECD Country 
N=30 

Publication pre-2008 
N=16 

Qualitative Data 
N=22 

Literature Review 
N=13 

Not relevant to research question 
N=296 

“Psychological distress” (non-
specific changes in mental health) 

N=30 

Treatment/intervention focused 
N=19 


