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Abstract

:

The particle clustering phenomena in reclaimed asphalt pavement (RAP) particles is one of the most important factors to affect the efficient recycling of asphalt concrete. In this study, the particle composition, clustering degree, crushing properties and clustering stability of RAP were studied by extraction test and cantabro-crushing test. It was found that the particles above 4.75 mm were composed mainly of small particles with a large degree of cluster and poor stability. The coarse particles (>4.75 mm) had a great influence on the variation of 4.75 mm sieve. Quantitative indexes of Percentage Loss rate (PL) and Stability Index (w) were proposed to evaluate the clustering degree and the stability of RAP. It provided a meaningful reference for the comparison of different RAP and the different crushing processes. In addition, the RAP could be divided into three kinds of structures, including weak cluster structure, strong cluster structure and old aggregate. The process of crushing the RAP was divided into three stages, which are weak structure-dominated, strong structure-dominated and the broken old aggregate. The weak structure had the largest degree of cluster and worst stability, resulting in a large variability of RAP, and it should be avoided in the crushing process.
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1. Introduction


The asphalt RAP mixture has an enhanced ductility and a higher strain capacity when compared to the control asphalt mixture. These improved properties are useful in the construction of the road bases and sub-bases [1,2]. The average RAP content added in the new asphalt mixture has steadily increased in recent years [3]. From an environmental perspective, higher percentages of RAP (e.g., >50%) are being utilized to reduce costs and save natural resources. The demolished old asphalt pavement and waste asphalt mixture will not only occupy a large amount of land resources, but also cause environmental pollution and ecological damage [4]. Currently, the asphalt pavement recycling technology provides an effective way for the disposal of waste asphalt mixture [5,6,7]. According to the construction site and temperature, asphalt pavement regeneration technology generally could be divided into four categories: in-plant hot recycling technology, hot in-place recycling technology, in-plant cold recycling technology and cold in-place recycling technology [8,9,10]. However, these recycling methods are faced with a common problem. The utilization rate of RAP is low, the performance variability of recycled materials is large, and the road performance thus cannot be fully guaranteed. So as to improve the utilization rate of old materials, a large number of studies have been carried out. Tang et al. used two methods to evaluate asphalt mixtures with high RAP contents based on the performance of fatigue-cracking resistance. It was found that faster fatigue degradation was observed for the 40% RAP binder and RAP mixture when subjected to repeated loading [11]. Fakhri studied the glass fiber modified warm mix asphalt mixtures with high RAP content, and improved performance of the WMA mixture was shown due to the glass fiber and higher RAP percent [12]. Stimilli et al., proposed that an accurate mix design and the selection of adequate binder could overcome the potential drawbacks related to the use of high RAP percentage, given the possibility to produce suitable recycled mixtures [13]. The performance variability of recycled materials cannot be solved fully, and the reason is because there is a great variability of RAP [14,15,16,17]. The particle cluster phenomenon in RAP is one of the most important factors to affect the gradation variability and road performance of regenerated mixtures. Many studies had been carried out to investigate the clustering phenomena in regenerated asphalt mixtures. Bressi (2015) contended that the rheology, and in particular the complex modulus, could be used to study the cluster phenomenon in mixtures containing RAP [18]. In Bressi’s more recent research, he concluded that the quantity and the quality of virgin aggregates play a significant role in the clusters’ formation [19].



According to related studies, the cluster level of different sources of RAP materials was quite different [20,21,22]. It could be affected by the pavement aging degree, material composition, gradation characteristics, milling equipment, milling temperature, pavement humidity, pavement layer and many other factors [23,24,25]. If the old asphalt mixtures were not broken fully, it would seriously affect the performance of the regenerated mixture and reduce the utilization rate of the RAP [26,27,28]. Therefore, to fully reduce the clustering degree of old asphalt mixtures and improve the utilization rate of old materials, it is necessary to study the clustering status, the fragmentation behavior and the disposal measures of RAP mixtures.



The objectives of this study are to study the cluster phenomenon in RAP mixtures, including the clustering degree, particle composition in RAP, law of particle breakage, and the stability of the cluster. These quantitative evaluation indexes are suggested with a purpose to put forward some efforts to reduce the cluster phenomenon in RAP materials.




2. Materials


In this study the following two RAP materials were used:

	(1)

	
The RAP 1 was obtained during the process of pavement milling, in which the asphalt binder content was 5.16%. The RAP 1 material was first dried to constant weight at 60 °C and collected for the following experiment.




	(2)

	
The RAP 2 was collected from crushing material of plant, and it contained 5.0% of asphalt binder. Similar with RAP 1, RAP 2 samples were also dried to constant weight at 60 °C, and then were sampled for the following experiments.









The gradation and particles distribution of RAP 1 and RAP 2 materials are important material properties, and it can be obtained from the sieving experiment. Therefore, both RAP mixtures were first subjected to sieving analysis, before and after extraction. The gradation results of RAP 1 and RAP 2 materials are shown in Figure 1.




3. Methodology


This study aims to investigate the cluster phenomena in RAP materials. The extraction test and Cantabro-crushing test were used to analyze the clustering phenomena in RAP materials of AC-13 asphalt mixture. Validation tests were also performed on the RAP materials of Stone Mastic Asphalt (SMA) and Open Graded Friction Course (OGFC) asphalt mixtures. Besides, aggregate image measurement system (AIMS) was used to calculate the angularity and sphericity of RAP materials. A detailed description is given below.



3.1. Extraction Test


According to the Chinese specification JTG E20-2011 T0722, which is “Standard Test Methods of Asphalt and Asphalt Mixtures for Highway Engineering”, the centrifugal separation method is used to extract the RAP. This extraction test is often used to determine the aggregate gradation or binder content of asphalt mixtures. But different from the traditional method of extraction test, in this study, the extraction test was aimed at the size of each of the RAP particles, including 2.36 mm, 4.75 mm, 9.5 mm, 13.2 mm, 16 mm and 19 mm. Then the extraction test was carried out separately. The main process of the experiment included the following steps:

	
Sieving the RAP mixtures and weighing 1 kg to 1.5 kg of RAP materials of each size which is above 2.36 mm;



	
Carrying out the extraction test for each particle size.



	
Drying and weighing the materials after extraction test, sieving, and calculating the percentage retained of each size.



	
Calculating the Percentage-Loss index by Equation (1):







PLi=(1−ai)×100%



(1)




where PLi = The loss percentage of the ith particle size; ai = The percentage retained of the ith sieve after extraction.




3.2. Cantabro-Crushing Test


To simulate the break-up process of each size of RAP materials, the Cantabro-Crushing test is used here. The Cantabro-Crushing test was designed to study the breaking law and the stability of the cluster comprising of each RAP particle size. In this test the Los Angeles abrasion tester was used, as is shown in Figure 2. The experiment process was described as follows:

	
Sieving the RAP materials and weighing 2 kg of RAP material of each size which is above 4.75 mm;



	
Carrying out the crushing test at room temperature, and the rotation number of Los Angeles abrasion tester is set to 50 r, 100 r, 200 r, 300 r.



	
After the test, taking out the samples and sieving, weighing the mass of the remaining RAP materials on the sieve;



	
Calculating the index of Crushing-Loss rate following Equation (2):







CLi=m1i−m2im1i×100%



(2)




where CLi = Crushing loss rate of the ith particle size; m1i = The mass of the ith particle before test, kg; m2i = The mass of the remaining RAP particles on the ith sieve, kg.




3.3. Aggregate Image Measurement System


The aggregate image measurement system (AIMS) is an integrated system, consisting of image acquisition hardware and computers for system operation and data analysis. The image acquisition hardware uses cameras, microscopes, aggregate trays, backlight and overhead lighting systems. The computer software, including the hardware and the user interface, were designed for the purpose of data analysis. It can also combine the software, such as Excel or Matlab, to output data in the form of chart or figure. In this paper, the AIMS was used to capture the shapes of RAP materials and to analyze clustering degree with respect to angularity and sphericity [29,30]. RAP material particles with sizes of 13.2 mm to 16 mm were subjected to the test, and a total of five kinds of mixtures were used. They include new materials, secondary crushing old materials, pavement milling materials, flat secondary crushing old materials, and flat pavement milling materials, respectively. The angularity (GA) and sphericity index (SP) were calculated.



Angularity (GA) is defined to character the shape of the particle boundary variation, which is an efficient way to measure the change in high gradient value along the boundary of polygonal particles. The calculation of GA is shown in Equation (3).


GA=1n3−1∑i=1n−3|θi−θi+3|



(3)




where: θ-Azimuth at an edge point; n-The total number of points; i-The ith point on the edge.



Sphericity (SP) is applicable for coarse aggregate size and describes the overall three-dimensional shape of particles, as is defined in Equation (4).


SP=dsdIdL23



(4)




where ds: Minimum particle size; dI: Intermediate particle size; dL: Intermediate particle size.




3.4. Evaluation Methods of Particle Clustering Phenomena


To quantitatively analyze the overall stability of RAP material, this study combines the results of crushing test and extraction test to define the index of stability, which is w, as is shown in Equation (5). The larger the index of stability (w), the higher the clustering stability of the coarse particle:


w=1n∑i=1n(Sc,i−SiSc,i)×100%



(5)




where w = Index of stability; n = The number of the particle size; Sc,i = The loss rate of the ith particle size after extraction test; Si = The loss rate of the ith particle size after crushing test.



According to the results analysis, a flow chat is illustrated here to evaluate RAP materials clustering degree. As is shown in Figure 3, old materials can be divided into three structural types which are respectively strong clustering structure, weak clustering structure and aggregates after needle-like particles tests. Then the extraction test and the breakage test can be conducted to calculate extraction loss rate and breakage loss rate, which are used to calculate the stability index. On the basis of the stability index, the clustering degree of old materials could be determined, and the clustering characteristics of recycled asphalt pavement can be comprehensively evaluated.





4. Results and Discussion


4.1. Particle Composition Analysis of Each Particle Size


Figure 4 shows the result of the percentage retained on each size of RAP materials after the extraction test. It can be found that one particle size of the RAP was mainly composed of the next particle size. Further, the cluster of coarse aggregate (>4.75 mm) was mainly composed of aggregates with its next particle size and 4.75 mm size. It indicates that the cluster phenomenon of coarse aggregates in RAP materials would have a great impact on the variability of its next particle size and the particle size of 4.75 mm. In addition, for RAP 1 materials, which is milled from the old asphalt pavement directly, it can be found that the particle size of 16mm and 19 mm were mainly composed of aggregates of 9.5 mm and 4.75 mm, and this is different from other sizes. This is probably because the raw materials were from AC13 type asphalt mixture, thus the content of particles of 13.2 mm size was less, and the RAP did not break sufficiently during the milling procedure.



Therefore, from the analysis of the composition of each particle size, it can be found that the content of its next particle size was higher, and the cluster of coarse aggregate (>4.75 mm) was mainly composed of its next particle size and 4.75 mm particle size aggregate. In terms of fines (< 4.75 mm), the 2.36mm particle was mainly composed of its next size aggregate and mineral powder. It also has to be noted that the particle composition of fines needs further study.




4.2. Clustering Degree Analysis of Each Particle Size


To further analyze the clustering degree of RAP materials with different particle sizes, the Percentage-Loss (PL) rate after extraction was used as the evaluation index. The greater the PL, the more serious the clustering degree. Results are shown in Figure 5.



As is shown in Figure 5, with the increase of particle size, the loss rate of the two kinds of RAP materials showed a general increasing trend. It indicates that the larger the size of the RAP particle, the more severe the clustering degree. Besides, there were two change phases, and 4.75 mm sieving holes can be seen as the cut-off point. The loss rate of the particle size less than 4.75 mm changes smoothly and the clustering degree was smaller; while the particle size which are above 4.75 mm, the loss rate increased rapidly, and the clustering degree was more serious.



Therefore, the particle size larger than 4.75 mm would seriously affect the variability of RAP and as a result, required further crushing treatment. Furthermore, when compared the RAP1 with RAP2, the clustering degree of RAP1 was greater. To finely crush the RAP materials, it is necessary to reduce the clustering degree of the coarse aggregate (above 4.75 mm), which is of great significance in reducing the variability of the RAP mixtures and to improve the performance of the recycled mixtures.




4.3. Analysis of the Breakage Behavior of RAP


The extraction test found that the particle clustering phenomena occurred mainly in the coarse aggregate (>4.75 mm). To further analyze the crushing law and clustering stability of RAP, in this paper, the Cantabro-Crushing test was used to crush the particle (>4.75 mm) respectively. The cluster stability of each particle size was evaluated by the index of the Crushing loss rate (CL) for RAP 1 and RAP 2, and results are shown in Figure 6 and Figure 7, respectively.



Figure 6 and Figure 7 illustrate that the loss rates of the two kinds of RAP materials gradually increase with the increase of the revolutions. As for the same RAP material, with the increase of the particle size, the loss rate of the particles gradually increased at the same revolutions. It indicated that the clustering stability of the RAP materials decreases with the increase of the particle size or revolutions. Compared with these two kinds of RAP, it can be found that the crushing loss rate of RAP 1 was obviously greater than that of RAP 2, indicating that the clustering stability of RAP 1 was lower than that of RAP 2.



To describe the broken law, the RAP materials can be divided into three types of structures firstly, as is shown in Figure 8. The first one is weak cluster structure. It mainly refers to some flat, needle-shaped particles, and it mainly is composed of small particles aggregates wrapped with asphalt binder. The second one is strong cluster structure. This structure mainly refers to some particles with tight clusters and better grain shape, and it is generally formed by small particles wrapping around the large particle aggregates. The last one is old aggregate, and which is composed of independent stone particles.



Therefore, according to the results of Figure 6 and Figure 7, the process of RAP crushing can be further divided into three stages, qualitatively. The first breaking stage is dominated by weak cluster structure, which is the crushing of the flat, needle-shaped particles. Followed by the second breaking stage, it is dominated by strong cluster structure which was the crushing of blocky-shaped particles. The last stage is the crushing of aggregates. This was consistent with a process in which the trend of RAP loss rate is from rapid to steady.




4.4. Quantitative Analysis of Clustering Stability of RAP


Table 1 summarizes the stability index results of two types of RAP materials. As seen in Table 1, as the number of revolutions increases, the stability index of coarse particles gradually decreased. The larger the number of revolutions, the greater the impact on the cluster stability of the coarse particle. Compared the RAP 1 with the RAP 2, it can be found that the stability index of RAP 2 was higher than RAP 1, indicating that RAP 2 material has a higher stability. Therefore, the stability index (w) can be used to quantitatively describe and compare the clustering stability of different RAP mixtures, as wells the crushing effect of different processes. It could provide a valuable reference for the comparison of the advantages and disadvantages of different RAP mixtures and different crushing processes.




4.5. Comparison and Analysis of Weak Cluster Structure, Strong Cluster Structure and Old Aggregate


In this paper, the particle size of 16–19 mm in RAP 2 was used to further analyze the three kinds of structures in RAP, including the proportion, the clustering stability and the clustering degree. The proportion of three kinds of structures is shown in Table 2. The results of the crushing test and extraction test are shown in Figure 9 and Figure 10 respectively.



As shown in Table 2, it can be found that the content of strong cluster structure was the highest, followed by the weak cluster, and the content of old stones was the least. Figure 9 shows that the loss rate of the weak cluster structure increases fastest, and the loss rate was the largest; followed by the strong cluster structure; the loss rate of the old aggregate particles was least. This indicates that the stability of the weak cluster structure was worst, easily broken. In contrast, the strong cluster structure was relatively stable, but would experience a greater loss under a full effect of external forces. The old aggregate particles were most stable, mainly corner damage could be expected.



Figure 10 shows that when the sieve size was above 16mm, the percentage retained of weak cluster structures was 0. The weak cluster structure was mainly composed of 4.75 mm and below fines, and the content of mineral powder was high. This indicated that the clustering degree of the weak cluster structure was the largest, and this is likely to have an adverse effect on gradation variation. According to the result of extraction test, the loss rate of the strong cluster structure was larger, and it mainly affected the content of coarse particles. For the old aggregate, there is no loss and it thus had little effect on gradation variation.



Therefore, from the comparative analysis of these three kinds of structures, it can be found that the order of influence on the gradation variability of the RAP was: weak cluster structure > strong cluster structure > old aggregate. Therefore, to reduce the cluster phenomenon and reduce the variability of RAP, the formation of the weak cluster structure should be avoided as much as possible during crushing process at first. It is important to reduce the content of strong cluster structures, and to increase the content of old aggregates. It is suggested that the nonlinear viscoelastic response of RAP mixtures at high temperatures should be considered in the future investigations [31]. The particle packing ability before and after crushing for different types of RAP should be considered to provide a better understanding of the effect of particle clustering on the overall performance of the mixture in the future study [32,33,34].




4.6. Validation of Clustering Characteristics


To verify the applicability of other mixture types, RAP materials were collected from OGFC and SMA asphalt pavement. Figure 11 shows the extraction loss rate before and after crushing with respect to OGFC and SMA RAP material. Three particles sizes were compared, which are 4.75 mm, 9.5 mm and 13.2 mm. As shown in Figure 11, the extraction loss rate increases with the increase in particle size no matter of OGFC or SMA mixture type, and each loss rate of size beyond 4.75 mm exceeds 30% for all sizes, indicating a large clustering degree and relatively poor stability. This is consistent with the cases in dense grade mixtures of AC type asphalt mixture. Additionally, materials of each particle size decrease in extraction loss rate after a second time crushing, it is understandable because the clustering materials went through crushing process tended to cluster fewer aggregates.



Figure 12 shows the comparison of breakage loss rate between OGFC and SMA. On one hand, for both types, the loss rate increases as the particle size increases, especially for 13.2 mm aggregates which has a distinct increase in breakage loss compared with others. On the other hand, the increase rate of 4.75 mm size aggregates in both OGFC and SMA materials is very small. The breakage loss changed little as rotate number increases, indicating a stable status of 4.75 mm old clustering materials. For the other two size materials, the breakage rate increases as rotate number increases, and the rate of OGFC materials is higher than that of SMA materials. This is probably because OGFC is open grade mixture and SMA is semi-open grade mixture, and the air voids in OGFC materials is larger and thus OGFC materials are easier to be separated.



From the breakage rate results, it was found that OGFC suffered from a greater loss in RAP materials. In Figure 13, the stability index between OGFC and SMA was compared. As shown in Figure 12, with the increase of rotate number, the stability index of both materials decreases. Although the decrease trends are similar, the OGFC materials presented a lower stability index than SMA materials at all rotate number. It could be concluded that old OGFC materials are more difficult to reuse due to their low stability and high clustering degree.




4.7. Other Attempts to Evaluate the Old material Clustering Degree


The angularity results of all aggregates are shown in Figure 14. Compared with the new aggregates, the clustering of the old aggregates results in an increase of the edge angle, which makes the RAP aggregates more fragile. RAP aggregates subjected to a secondary crushing can reduce the edge angle to a certain extent, which also accounts for the relatively high clustering stability of the old aggregates. From the results of the angularity test, RAP material particles in a flat shape tend to have a higher edge angle and poorer cluster stability, and thus the edge angle could to some extent represent the clustering degree of RAP materials. The greater the edge angle, the larger the RAP material clustering degree. The worse stability of the cluster could cause gradation variation of rejuvenated RAP material.



The sphericity results of RAP materials are shown in Figure 15. As is shown in Figure 15, compared with the new materials and the flat shape of the old materials, the sphericity of flat old material is obviously smaller. Given that the old flat particles clustering degree is higher and the clustering stability is poorer, the sphericity index might be used to represent the old materials clustering degree. The smaller the sphericity value is, the higher the RAP material clustering degree and the worse the stability of the cluster will be.





5. Conclusions


The particle clustering phenomena in RAP was one of the most important factors to limit its utilization rate in pavement engineering. In this paper, the clustering characteristics of RAP, such as the particle composition of each particle size, the clustering degree and the clustering stability, were investigated by the extraction test and crushing test. The following conclusions can be drawn:

	(1)

	
The cluster phenomenon in RAP occurred mainly in the coarse part (>4.75 mm), and the clustering degree was more serious as the particle size increased. In terms of the RAP particle composition, the cluster of coarse aggregate (>4.75 mm) was mainly composed of its next particle size and 4.75 mm particle size aggregate.




	(2)

	
The RAP materials can be divided into three types of structures, namely weak cluster structure, strong cluster structure and old aggregate. The crushing process of RAP can be divided into three stages. The first stage was dominated by weak cluster structure, which was the crushing of the flat, needle-shaped particles; the second stage was dominated by strong cluster structure, which was the crushing of blocky-shaped particles; and the last stage was the crushing of aggregates. It is important to reduce the content of the weak cluster structure, because the clustering degree of the weak cluster structure accounts for the largest part and is more likely to have an adverse effect on gradation variation.




	(3)

	
The quantitative indexes, loss rate (PL and CL) and stability index (w), were proved to evaluate the clustering degree, the crushing characteristics and the clustering stability of RAP materials. They provided meaningful references for the comparison of different RAP materials and different crushing processes.









Recommendations for reducing the particle clustering phenomena in RAP:

	(1)

	
Due to the high content of 4.75 mm particles, as well as the large clustering degree of particles above 4.75 mm, it is suggested that the coarse aggregate, especially particles of 4.75 mm key sieve size, be fully crushed and broken.




	(2)

	
The weak cluster structure in RAP is very fragile, and had a serious impact on the RAP variability. It is suggested that the formation of weak cluster structure should be avoided and the content of the old aggregate particles should be increased in the process of milling and planning. Separating the weak cluster structure, or subject to secondary breaking, could also reduce the variability of RAP.




	(3)

	
The method of measuring the proportion of weak cluster, strong cluster and old aggregate in RAP could be used to analyze the advantages and disadvantages of crushing processes. The stability index (w) can be used for quantitative comparison.
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Figure 1. Percentage retained of reclaimed asphalt pavement (RAP) 1 and RAP 2 before and after extraction. 
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Figure 2. Samples before and after the Cantabro-crushing test, (a) Cantabro-crushing test apparatus; (b) Samples before the test; (c) Samples after the test. 
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Figure 3. A flow chart of the evaluation method. 
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Figure 4. The Percentage Retained of Each Sieve after the Extraction Test, (a) 2.36 mm sieve; (b) 4.75 mm sieve; (c) 9.5 mm sieve; (d) 13.2mm sieve; (e) 16 mm sieve; (f) 19 mm sieve. 
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Figure 5. Percentage Loss (PL) Rate of Each Particle Size after Extraction Test. 
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Figure 6. Effect of Revolutions on the Crushing Loss Rate of RAP 1. 
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Figure 7. Effect of Revolutions on the Crushing Loss Rate of RAP 2. 
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Figure 8. Three Different Cluster Structures of RAP. 
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Figure 9. The Crushing Loss Rate of the Three Kinds of Structures. 
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Figure 10. The Percentage Retained of Three Kinds of Structures after the Extraction Test. 
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Figure 11. Percentage Loss (PL) Rate of RAP material. 
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Figure 12. Crushing Loss rate of old (a) Open Graded Friction Course (OGFC) materials; (b) Stone Mastic Asphalt (SMA) materials. 
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Figure 13. Stability Index of old OGFC and SMA materials. 
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Figure 14. Comparison of edge angle between new and RAP materials. 
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Figure 15. Comparison of Sphericity between new and RAP materials. 
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Table 1. The Stability Index (w) of Two Kinds of RAP Materials.
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Revolutions

	
w






	
RAP 1

	
50 r

	
53.59%




	
100 r

	
42.54%




	
200 r

	
36.64%




	
300 r

	
31.85%




	
RAP 2

	
50 r

	
65.09%




	
100 r

	
57.01%




	
200 r

	
47.98%




	
300 r

	
41.23%
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Table 2. The Proportion of Three Kinds of Structures (16–19 mm).
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	Number
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	Average





	Weak cluster structure
	36.06%
	36.61%
	33.10%
	38.13%
	34.03%
	35.58%



	Strong cluster structure
	45.29%
	42.41%
	48.53%
	41.43%
	43.66%
	44.27%



	Old aggregate
	18.65%
	20.98%
	18.37%
	20.44%
	22.32%
	20.15%
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