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The COVID-19 pandemic, a global health, economic, and social tsunami, has pro-
foundly changed the relationship between science and public opinion [1].

The urgency to feed insatiable and unstoppable information hunger has pushed the
work of many researchers, their publications, and their collaborations into the spotlight,
often prematurely.

The role of the scientist in society has profoundly changed over the last year. Scien-
tists are required to be present, to explain, to offer turnkey solutions, to be advisers and
compasses together for both the private citizen and their governing bodies. In the current
information society, schemes and rules often change. Pressed or pushed by the need to
attract the attention of institutions, scientists speak, are engaged, have their own publicity,
and communicate their research without filters, often with the use of prepackaged press
releases—good or bad —from the structures to which they belong.

The rapid access to scientific literature through the preprint servers, the free access
to content that in the past was behind paywalls, together with the amplification and mul-
tiplication system offered by the social media platforms, has marked a constant increase
in the general public’s attention towards medical research. All of these factors expose re-
searchers and publishers to an enormous responsibility: to inform without disorienting
and to communicate to motivate, raise awareness and guide choices and investments [2].

The issue at stake is of vital importance: it is fundamental. The effects on the genera-
tions to come are scarcely measurable. This is demonstrated every day by the questions
that the public asks scientists: Which vaccine is best to get? What good is the vaccine if it
does not work with the variants? Have we become human guinea pigs for multinationals?
Here, with the journal COVID [3], we believe that it is worth accepting works of great
scientific interest but also of great interest to the general public who are waiting for quality
scientific information and not fake news.

We will likely come out of this pandemic not because of a single drug or protein, but
thanks to the ability to identify personalized therapeutic paths that will help us under-
stand and adequately treat the most dangerous extremes that this disease presents: severe
symptomatic manifestations.

The purpose of a new scientific journal is not only to make new knowledge known,
but also to stimulate its use for the benefit of all sectors of society. In a delicate intertwin-
ing of social balances, in a stormy sea where every voice generates a wave, the bar must
be kept straight. Science does not have to be scary, but ignorance must.

Conflicts of Interest: The author declares no conflict of interest.

COVID 2021, 1, 335-336. https://doi.org/10.3390/covid1010027

www.mdpi.com/journal/



COVID 2021, 1,27

336

References

1.  Scientists, keep an open line of communication with the public. Nat. Med. 2020, 1495, 26, doi:10.1038/s41591-020-1111-1.

2. Gianola, S;; Jesus, T.S.; Bargeri, S.; Castellini, G. Characteristics of academic publications, preprints, and registered clinical trials
on the COVID-19 pandemic. PLoS ONE 2020, 15, e0240123, doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0240123.

3. COVID Home Page. Available online: https://www.mdpi.com/journal/covid (accessed on 26 August 2021).

Short Biography of Author

Giuseppe Novelli

Academic title: Prof. Dr. B.S.

1981: Biological Science Degree, with honours, University of Urbino “Carlo Bo”, Urbino, Italy

1985: Postgraduate Speciality in Medical Genetics. University “La Sapienza”, Rome, Italy
1983-1992: University Researcher, Molecular Genetics, University of Urbino “Carlo Bo”, Urbino,
Italy

1983-1984: Visiting Researcher, Unité de Recherches de Biologie Prénatale INSERM U.73, Paris,
France

1992-1995: Associate Professor, Molecular Genetics, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, University
Cattolica di Milano, seat of Rome - Policlinico Gemelli, Italy

1996-1997: Visiting Professor, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles, USA
1995-1999: Associate Professor, Human Genetics, University of Rome Tor Vergata, Rome, Italy
1999-present: Full Professor, Medical Genetics, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery, University of
Rome Tor Vergata, Rome, Italy

2003—present: Adjunct Professor, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, Little Rock, USA
2016—present: Adjunct Professor, University of Nevada, School of Medicine, Reno, USA
2001-present: Director, U.O.C. Medical Genetics Laboratory, Policlinico Universitario “Tor
Vergata”, Rome, Italy

2019—present: Evaluator/Expert, Maltese Medicine Authority

2013-2019: President of Tor Vergata University of Rome, Italy

2016—present: Member and Coordinator of Genetics Sub-group, National Committee for Biosafety,
Biotechnologies and Life Sciences (CNBBSV), Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers, Italy
Research fields: Identification and Characterization of Human Disease Genes; Stem Cells Research;
Personalized Medicine, Pharmacogenetics and Pharmacogenomics.


http://context.reverso.net/traduzione/inglese-italiano/genetics
http://context.reverso.net/traduzione/inglese-italiano/Presidency+of+the+Council+of+Ministers

