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Message from the Guest Editors

Fungal plant pathogens are one of the major constraints of
crop production worldwide. It has been demonstrated that
conventional agriculture could overcome this challenge
using agrochemicals. However, the indiscriminate use of
these compounds can produce negative impacts on the
environment, on human health, and on food security. In
the past few years, biological control strategies have arisen
as relevant tools to control fungal diseases. Importantly, in
the last two decades, novel technological advances in
plant breeding programs have provided a better
understanding of environmentally friendly treatments to
control fungal phytopathogens. Within that technological
boom, the use of genomic technologies has offered, thus
far, the most comprehensive approach to unravel the
molecular mechanisms of plant pathogens and biological
control agents. This Special Issue is focused on the use of
genomic technologies, including genetics, comparative
and functional genomics, microbiome, and metagenomic
analysis, in the improvement of biocontrol of fungal
diseases in crops.
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Prof. Dr. Les Copeland Agriculture  (ISSN 2077-0472) is an international,
Sydney Institute of Agriculture, crossdisciplinary and scholarly open access journal on the
gz::noclezf?ljiz“n(?virr‘;'tr;g:qemal science and technology of crop and animal production,
Sydney,éydney,Nsvvzooa and management of the natural resource base for
Australia agricultural production. Agricultureis published in an open

access format - research articles, reviews and other
contents are released on the internet immediately after
acceptance. The scientific community and the public have
unlimited and free access to the content as soon as it is
published.
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