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Dear Colleagues, 

As Editor-in-Chief of Applied Sciences, I am pleased to announce the winners 
of the Applied Sciences 2018 Young Investigator Award in “Biosciences and 
Bioengineering” and “Environmental and Sustainable” Fields.

They have been granted to: Dr. Thanh Duc Nguyen, an assistant Professor 
in the Departments of Mechanical Engineering and Biomedical Engineering, 
University of Connecticut, USA; and Dr. José Marcos Ortega, who is now 
an Associate Professor in the Civil Engineering Department of the University 
of Alicante, Spain.

Dr. Thanh Duc Nguyen was nominated by Prof. Cato T. Laurencin (Chief 
Executive Officer, Connecticut Institute for Clinical and Translational 
Science). Dr. Nguyen is a very impressive and innovative young investigator 
with outstanding research works focused on biodegradable polymers 
and technologies of transforming materials into “smart” structures at 
small scales without compromising their excellent biocompatibility 
and biodegradability for significant applications in vaccine delivery and 
medical devices.

Dr. José Marcos Ortega was nominated by the Head of the research group 
“Durability of materials and constructions in Engineering and Architecture” 
of the University of Alicante, Professor Miguel Ángel Climent Llorca. 
Dr. Ortega has continued working in the “Durability of materials and 
constructions in Engineering and Architecture” research group of the 
University of Alicante. Recently, he attained a position as an associate 
professor at the Civil Engineering Department of the University of Alicante, 
where he is also the secretary of the PhD program “Materials, Structures 
and Soil Engineering: Sustainable Construction”.

It was a difficult decision with such high-quality applications for the 
awards, and we would like to thank all applicants for submitting their 
diverse and fascinating range of research topics. On behalf of the 
assessment committee, I congratulate the winners for their accomplishments. 
We are proud to support these young scientists and wish them further 
success in their careers.
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