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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

About 30% of the earth's surface is covered by forests,
which perform a variety of functions and provide important
ecosystem services. Among other things, forests provide
habitat for many organisms. Of great interest in all forest
ecosystems is the role of fungi. On a large scale, the
changing climatic conditions are, among other things,
responsible for the fact that fungi, which were once
considered harmless, are suddenly changing their way of
life and becoming pathogenic. However, also on a small
scale, many different factors determine the way fungi
behave in the respective ecosystem. Although the interplay
between host and pathogen is usually well-balanced in
their natural range, management strategies may be
required, for example, to stop the spread of a disease,
especially when it involves pathogenic fungi introduced to
ecosystems outside of their natural range. For this Special
Issue, we are seeking field or experimental studies,
monitoring work, and modeling studies that will contribute
to a better understanding of the role of pathogenic fungi
and their management options in forest ecosystems
around the world.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have  Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.
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