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Message from the Guest Editors

Urban tourism is often perceived as “gray tourism” because
of its urban settings featured by built environments.
However, such “gray tourism” usually involves urban
forests as green elements. While urban forests are
developed to promote multiple benefits, they are always
under pressure from commercial development as land
uses in urban areas are highly competitive. Thus, more
studies need to be conducted to justify the value of urban
forests. This is particularly true in a time when urban
forests are seen as critical for health due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Despite this, studies on urban forests are limited to locals,
while visitors are largely ignored. Values of green elements
from tourism can help decision makers to better
understand the trade-offs between different choices.
Knowledge about urban forests’ role in shaping visitors’
images of a city is lacking, and so is knowledge about the
extent to which urban forests contribute to the total
experiences of visitors and economic development in a
city. Thus, this Sl seeks to examine the benefits, roles, and
functions associated with urban forests from the

perspective of tourism.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Forests (ISSN 1999-4907) is an international and cross-
disciplinary, scholarly forestry journal. The distinguished
editorial board and refereeing process ensures the highest
degree of scientific rigor and review of all published
articles. Original research articles and timely reviews are
released online, with unlimited free access.

Our goal is to have Forests be recognized as one of the
foremost publication outlets for high quality, leading edge
research in this broad and diverse field. We therefore invite
you to be one of our authors, and in doing so share your
important research findings with the global forestry
community.

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or

their institutions.
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