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Message from the Guest Editors

Psychiatric disorders are very common and a leading cause
of worldwide disability. They have significant impacts on
health and major social, human rights and economic
consequences around the world.
They are highly polygenic, and multifactorial disorders with
both genetic and environmental factors contribute to their
development. Since the beginning of genome-wide
association studies (GWAS), a large number of genetic risk
variants has been linked to the presence of psychiatric
disorders and has provided insights into the biological
pathways involved in their susceptibility.
Nowadays, multiple studies and research projects are
being carried out worldwide on the implications of genetic
aspects in the development of psychiatric disorders. All this
effort could improve the diagnosis and prediction of the
disorder risk and help to identify new specific drug targets,
as well as enhance the prediction of individual response to
drugs.
This Special Issue “Advances in Genetics of Psychiatric
Disorders” in Genes will present recent advances in the
study of the genetic underpinnings of different psychiatric
disorders and a general overview of new challenges in this
field.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Genes are central to our understanding of biology, and
modern advances such as genomics and genome editing
have maintained genetics as a vibrant, diverse and
fastmoving field. There is a need for good quality, open
access journals in this area, and the Genes team aims to
provide expert manuscript handling, serious peer review,
and rapid publication across the whole discipline of
genetics. Starting in 2010, the journal is now well
established and recognised.

Why not consider Genes for your next genetics paper?
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