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Improving the energy efficiency of buildings is an important
approach to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as energy
consumed by buildings contributes 20–40% of emissions
and total energy consumption around the world. End-use
energy expenditures were identified, and over half of them
were attributable to heating, ventilating, and cooling. The
environmental impact of these energy expenditures has
been well documented; greenhouse gases emitted during
power production are associated with climate change
impacts including rising sea level, extreme temperatures,
and more frequent weather events. Emissions of sulfur
dioxide (SO2) contribute to acid rain, which can damage
sensitive ecosystems. More important, however, are the
downstream human health eﬀects related to these
environmental impacts. Elevated temperatures and
droughts will increase the likelihood of heat-related illness
and mortality. Extreme weather eﬀects also pose health
and economic risks, especially in developing regions.
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Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.

Author Benefits
Open Access:— free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE and SSCI (Web of Science), PubMed,
MEDLINE, PMC, GEOBASE, Embase, CAPlus / SciFinder, and many other databases.
Journal Rank: JCR - Q1 (Public, Environmental & Occupational Health) / CiteScore - Q2
(Public Health, Environmental and Occupational Health)

Contact Us
International Journal of
Environmental Research and Public
Health
MDPI, St. Alban-Anlage 66
4052 Basel, Switzerland

Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
Fax: +41 61 302 89 18
www.mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/ijerph
ijerph@mdpi.com
@IJERPH_MDPI

