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Message from the Guest Editors

Despite their increasing visibility in many parts of the
world, sexual and gender minorities continue to be
stigmatized. Negative associations between minority stress
processes and mental health have been widely
demonstrated. However, research has elucidated risk
rather than protective factors for the well-being of this
population. This focus on the association between
psychopathology and sexual orientation and gender
identity may inadvertently contribute to further
stigmatizing LGBTQ+ individuals. In fact, sexual and gender
minority individuals may share distinctive protective and
positive experiences (e.g., belonging to a community,
creating families of choice), which act as buffers against the
deleterious effects of social stigma and promote resilience.
In this special issue, we are looking for papers that go
beyond a deficit-based approach, addressing risk and
protective factors for the mental health and wellbeing of
sexual and gender minority groups in different contexts
and throughout the life cycle. The Special Issue is open to
both research and review papers. Original studies using
quantitative, qualitative, or mixed methods are welcome.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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