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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Improving Indigenous health and wellbeing is an important
objective for all who aspire to reducing health inequities.
Indigenous people around the world share many common
difficult and distressing experiences that have adversely
affected their lives, including the experience of
colonisation,  discrimination  and  socioeconomic
disadvantage. These things impact adversely upon both
people's physical and mental health. The United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People (2008)
sanctioned cultural integrity and the rights of Indigenous
peoples to practice and revitalise cultural traditions and
customs. We now understand that health and wellbeing
are broad concepts that incorporate not just our physical
bodies but also social, emotional, cultural and spiritual
aspects of health and wellbeing. So how is the health and
wellbeing of Indigenous people faring following the 2008
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People?
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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