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Message from the Guest Editor

Policy-makers have begun to view inequalities as a salient
factor of tobacco use behaviors. The fact that economic,
race, and ethnic and gender inequalities are in the core of
policy and media debates provides opportunities for
tobacco researchers to affect policies by speaking directly
on the role of inequalities in tobacco use behaviors.
Research on how inequalities operate to affect tobacco use
outcomes such as smoking, e-cigarette use, and nicotine
dependence is needed to shape policies that will reduce
the tobacco use inequities experienced by disadvantaged
groups. We need to identify the disadvantaged groups that
are more vulnerable to tobacco use and dependence and
how the combination of multiples inequalities (e.g.,
unemployed Black and Latino living in poor communities)
affects tobacco use. For this Special Issue, we invite original
research papers on the effects of inequalities (e.g,
economic, racial, ethnic, gender, geographic) on outcomes
(e.g., initiation, use, cessation, and dependence) of the use
of tobacco products (e.g., cigarettes, electronic delivery
systems, smokeless tobacco, hookah, cigars).
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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