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Message from the Guest Editors

Palliative care involves a holistic approach to care, aimed
at improving the quality of life of patients with advanced
chronic diseases or in end-of-life situations, as well as
providing them with a dignified death process. In a
palliative care situation, in addition to the patient, the well-
being and quality of life of the family and the
multidisciplinary team caring for the patient takes on
special relevance. In this sense, it is essential to support
and cover the needs of the family and the health care team,
as well as to provide adequate training for both. Good
communication between the patient, family and care team
is required, as well as an adequate care planning based on
the needs, beliefs and values of the patient and family,
which also ensures the continuity of care during the care
process.

From this conceptualization of palliative care, we invite
contributions to this Special Issue which include studies
focused on patients with palliative needs, but also studies
focused on the needs of families, studies linked to the
grieving process, and studies on the needs of professionals,
as these may be essential training aspects for the provision
of quality palliative care.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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