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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

This Special Issue seeks to contribute to the debate by
providing a series of papers offering a critical analysis of
how “vulnerability” is defined and understood in Canadian
law, policy and practice in the context of migration.

The Issue will present a selection of articles that examine
how the legal and policy instruments, institutions and
informal/formal practices of Canada’s protection regime
address and/or potentially contribute to the vulnerabilities
of people seeking protection. The articles will focus on
different dimensions of Canada’s protection regime (in-
land claims, overseas claims, human trafficking, irregular
migration, etc) and different types of vulnerabilities
(youth/age, gender, sexual orientation,
systemic/administrative vulnerabilities, disability, etc.).
Although the focus of this Issue will be on the situation in
Canada, the observations and conclusions drawn from this
research will have relevance to the broader international
community, as many of the challenges facing the Canadian
system are reflective of common challenges facing
migration governance and protection regimes around the
world.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Patricia Easteal Laws is an international, open access journal featuring
1. School of Law and Justice, rigorous  scholarship on critical developments in
;\JQ'TVEZ?ELSC;;F;”a’ Bruce, governance, courts, agencies, and social order. Analysis
2. Legal Light Bulbs, Flynn, ACT and synthesis, theory and practice, and empirical and
2615, Australia doctrinal work have appeared in the journal; contributions

that bridge these traditional boundaries are particularly
welcome. The social sciences and humanities generate
insights both from and for the legal system. While theory
grounds Laws in a timeless dialogue shaped by traditions
of inquiry, legal practice ensures that scholars are
addressing pressing problems. Both normative and
positive scholarship can aid policymakers, judges, and
agency officials. Laws brings together the work of theorists
and practitioners, and a diverse range of empirical
researchers, to promote the progress of foundational legal
norms.
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