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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues:

This Issue focuses on the Buddhist architecture in East Asia.
Over the last two thousand years since its legendary
introduction to the Han court in the first century, Buddhism
has transformed not only people’s intellectual and
practical lives but also the built environments of East Asia.
From Mount Kunlun to the Japanese Isles, from the
Mongolian prairie to the coasts of the South China Sea,
mountains were carved for devotion and hermitic
practices, cities were rebuilt for new religious life, and new
architectural types were created to honor the relics of the
enlightened ones and to cope with the evolving religion as
it was gradually integrated with the local cultures. The
articles in this Issue are aimed to capture the scope and
diversity of Buddhist architecture in East Asia, and at the
same time, to reflect the front lines of research in the field.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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