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Message from the Guest Editors

According to international human rights law, everyone has
the right to education, which is directed towards “the full
development of the human personality and to the
strengthening of respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms”. The organization of
denominational and confessional RE raises many issues
with regard to the freedom of religion and education.
According to human rights legislation, it is appropriate to
provide exemption schemes if denominational and
confessional RE is the norm in state schools, but does this
regulation in practice always lead to the freedom of
religion and education, or are there better alternatives?
How does this relate to RE in faith-based schools? To what
extent should these schools be given the freedom to teach
religious views that are opposed to the standards of the
“secular” curriculum? In order to shed light on this
discussion, which is becoming increasingly important in a
postsecular educational context, we invite scholars of
various disciplinary backgrounds to reflect on the
abovementioned issues.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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