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Message from the Guest Editor
Dear Colleagues,

Although anti-pigmenting products in the cosmetic field are
becoming more and more popular, little is known about the
precisely established molecular mechanisms of hypo- and
hyper-pigmentations in human melanocytes or human
skin, despite the many hypotheses for such molecular
mechanisms that have been proposed in experimental
systems using B-16 melanoma cells, animal hair follicular
pigment cells and animal skin. Thus, a major aim for this
Special Issue is to clarify the molecular mechanisms of hypo-
and hyper-pigmentations in human melanocytes or human
skin, including UVA or UVB melanosis/leudodermia/vitiligous
skin/melasma/solar lentigo/atopic dirty skin.

This Special Issue aims to provide a summary of the emerging
field with emphasis on novel developments and novel results
with different types of skin hyper- or hypo-pigmentation.
The Special Issue also calls for original research and reviews,
including perspectives in the field of the current standing of
molecular mechanisms of hypo- and hyper-pigmentations.
Papers on molecular mechanisms of new pigmenting
regulatory products, introduction of idea for new ani-
pigmenting agents, and new techniques for measuring the
pigmentatin process are welcome.

Prof. Dr. Genji Imokawa
Guest Editor
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Prof. Dr. Charles Brennan The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS, ISSN
Prof. Dr. Andreas Taubert 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was established
Prof. Dr. Kurt A. Jellinger in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
Prof. Dr. Ian A. Nicholls research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
Dr. Stephen A. Bustin molecular and cell biology, molecular biophysics, molecular
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Xiaofeng Jia medicine, and all aspects of molecular research in chemistry.
Prof. Dr. Maurizio Battino IUMS publishes both original research and review articles, and
Prof. Dr. Guido R.M.M. Haenen  regularly publishes specialissues to highlight advances at the
Prof. Dr. Setsuko Komatsu cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent articles
Prof. Dr. Claudiu T. Supuran published in IJMS and consider publishing your next paper

with us.

Prof. Dr. Irmgard Tegeder
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Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors
or their institutions.

High Visibility: indexed by the Science Citation Index Expanded (Web of Science),
MEDLINE (PubMed), Scopus and other databases.
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